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Ae far baek ag 1587, 80 Inany Scptsnen had. gone

a'broad, to Joln eont,lnental arnlee that the Prlvy

Councll had forbldden the ralglng of band.s of nen

for foretgn servlce. Nor ners ehlppers and. ma,rlners

alLowed, to export the I gald men of ?reare t ubder

penal-ty of Loelng thelr shlpe. Neventhe-1esg Scotgmen

contlnued. contlnued. to look for forelgn eervlce

The outbr,:ak of the fhlrty ye:rs wa,r ln 151,8

tnvolved. the Protestant Powers ln a 1lfe and, death

struggLe wtth luperla]. Austrla' Fred.erlck, the r:,Lector

Pa).atlne, had accepted. the crown of Bohenla offered.

to hln by the protestantg of that eountryronly to be

d.rlven from hle klrgd.on and. fron the Palatlnate by

the CathoLtce. He had narrled. t,ire('n8lfelfrfncess
Stlzabth, slstor of CharleE l[ t and great lndlgnatlon

was aroused. In England. when he lost h1s thronel

Volunteere noured, across tbuxEkarrnrl io the contlnent

to f16ht for the ?rlncosc and. her hugband, Among

those who were stlrred, to nartlal ardour wae 81r Donald

\

{I
Mackay,i H" @ recelved. permleslon from Klng CharLes
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Ag 'itii baeh'ss L58?, ;d'r""y '$cotenaa 'f,aa 
sone abroad,

' :._ i,. _ .. r..;l'.i:-, j ' ij.;'.;'f'l.i .j,. :;i t .i,,i. ().-; -,.- ii .r:'to Joln dsntln'entaL brrafea Cbeb tnb Prfvy Gorrnatl
r ' : .: .i-:'r-"1.-i..':.l.il'. :r.j:,,"i ",r,'. l, r ,',-i;,;ijhad fsrbtdclen thElrelolng of tsen for forelgn d€rrtca

t
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f '6-*'tl nt offi.
Ir reglnent of 2OOO men ln Fcotland. for servlce
I
I under Count Manefeld,, the Lead.er of the Bohenlan 

I

T

| 
**0. He recelved two Conmlsslons fron the K1ng. 

I

| 46"; 
The flrst' d'ated' March 7r&, ,6n.6'8ave h1n leave to 

I

I n cqu;nru.;,r" ralse a,ooo men; the eecond, dated. 21et July,

l6 S DrnolD. Save hln leave to ralse another J,OOO nen. By an 
I

| 
**reement d.rawn up by captaln Davld ternont on

I behalf of Count tqansfel_t, dated. March Ath, L6a6,
I

I 
Ulr Bonala }daoKay hras to havc the rank of Colonel r 

I

I Mackayte-Reg: hls pay wa6 to be SL5O a nonth, and he wag to have II R.3 apo: C I

I n. 211 2L2. the free cholee and, d.lspoeltlon of hts offleers. II Itt
I 

Uetween 2'OOO and J'OOO men were ral_ied ln a 
I

I t""y "trort$f,ne. Accord.lng to the hlstorlan of the 
II

I regtme$, the nen of S1r Donald Mackayrg own Ilr'r'-l

| ^ eon$,8nlpere, tt plcked men of great strength and. Ir-I
I stature fron Strathnaver and. 8trathha11ad.a1e.. " Iq4v" 

I
?he men of theee d.lgtrlets were eelebrathd. for 

Ithetr extraordlnary slze and sold.ierly bearln! 
|{*G" reglment eet sal1 from Cronarty on I

October 5th LS., and arrrlved. at Gluckstad.t on I
I
T

Ta
-"l



Ib ld.
aJ5-6-7.

lni{ovenber:r6e6,mad'enecessaryotherarran8ements

for the servlce of t:-''e roglnent and' 1t was

transferred- to the gervlce of the Klng of Denmark'

uncle o:' Charles Lst' It wag not long before the

reglment was engaged' ln severs f!5htlng ' Thelr

losses were heavy and' before the end of lhe year

thelr numbers were reduced' to 8OO 6ffect'1ve

ftghtlnSt nen. In L6a8, $tr DonaLd"Mackay' who

had. been eeverely wound'ed'returned' to ScotLand t'o

ralse another IOOO.men' He went't'o London'where
KArr4

he obtalned. rrontfrSrles Ft a charter und.er the

Great $eaL of t'he Lands of Reay and' Sand'elde'and

at tne sane ttme he wag rrtred created' Doanld''tord'

Reay. In November followlng he was mad'e I'

Nova Scotta Baronet'

Lord' Reey returned' t'o Denmark wltb the men lre

bad en].lsted' as replacenentg, but the Ktgg of

Dennark had' deternlned' to nake peace wlth Austrla
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to provlJ-e hlrnsrlf rvlth an outf 1i slllielblc to ,*rls nostilon,
li[,, r-lpr:ea:"ed. 1:].CsLlpt,, ., ta1l siateL;r n?n, dressed. ln
bLacir velvet i'rlth sllvr:r, b,rttcris, h1s gword i:e1t em-

-brcLde:"ed r.;lth sLlver and ];1ls ordei" of s" Fercnet cf
llcvaf, Scoiie abcut lrls :recl.;. I'Il-s advr:"sai.y ,*r&,g clac
1-i:r $r::jri.i*i clcth l:,-lav11y i;.rre,f. 'r.;tr.Llt siivcr rnC 1lne,i

Iil Ro se
Hl stor lc a.1
lioles I. 4-5-6ti.r:rt tirtf h'ci_llC keep Llie p ,,icc.

8olcr. P.

IlacKay t s
p.t93

r? a,r
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r,;ili: blr.:,', plusl:. The d,ue1 r,.rai.s i'ixed. for Aprll 12th r t

bttLeverriua11yK1r:i-:Ejrer"1.,s'fftr5ttry"#;Ela4|*|arl
take :;lsce arrd Lord Kee.y anc Ramsay h.al_ ic f lnd suretles

ft: the sui:rrRer at I6jZ, Lo:.d Po"V severe,L hls conneciion
rvlL'i thc rer:lmcnt anrL the cc:imand. wfis taricer: over r,.y

coLonel Robert i'.unro. The regirnent rvas cut to pitc"=
at tire swecllsh cefeat of ilor.dllngen and" recuced. to a

slngle company. rt was eventdally jolned wlth remnants

of ;iepburns peglment and ceased io exlst as a sep@rate e

-ccrFs I fn order to extrlcate nlinself frcm hls
flna.ncla1 ircubles Lord Reaf was obl1ged. ia seL] hls

lanls lri 0althness an,3 lir iloss-snlre '..1.d. 1i: 16J4 ire

sol-d Straiirnaver io ine ii4p] r'f Suiler'1and..

dZ
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Donald fst Lord Re"Jr was i,hree tlnes m.?rr.led.. Hlsflrst wlfe wi-s Ba.rbara MacKenzlerriau.qhter of Kennethlst Lord of Ktn1,s11. $he d.|ed. and, he marr'led ..aeheL
t{tnterfleld. He obtalned a deeree of nullty of tnoJ
marrlage on the qrounds that ehe hah alread.y a huebandln freland.. He then marrled. Ellzabeth Tansonrfr a
vrornan of 1ow blrth,rr But rtachel t lnterf le1d brought
& sult a,ealnst hlno anci was ah,arded. heavy d:-mages, llhe
nayment of these ad.ded. t,o hls flnanclal troubles. He
reelgned. hlg eetates to Johnrl{adter of rteay,ln i637.

The futorl of Slr Robert Gord.on encled. in 16]O,when
&hte ne'ohew,Johnrl)nEarl of Sutherland.rcame of age.

Gratltude 1f not a eornmon vlrtue ln tire young,Urrq ft 1s

to be hoped that hls uncle felt rewarded for ihe many

exhaustlng Journeys he had mad.e and. the suecess of hte

efiorts to free the egtates of d.ebt. One of the last
beneflfs he obt,atned. for the sarldon was the honour

of a royal eharterrralslng Dornoch to ihe dlgnlty of a

free royal burgh,wlth all the usual prlplledges. fheee

lnclud.ed. the rrower to elect a Provost, four Ba1}1lea,

a Dean of Gu$ld, a ?reasurer and. twelve Counel11ors,
(

who ha.{authorlty to elect Conmlssloners to parllanent.
I

Permlsslon was glven to hold a weekly mrrket on

Saturdays and three annual fatrsreaeh for tir,e spaee of
three dal's. ?he charter stateg that uornoeh was ihe

cnly clty of the earldom and. county of Sutherland. to



d,lstnlcts of $trathnaver, Dlrness, Ed'd.erac11ls
S*eynt
Asolnt' ana'iF_9-1llncosky't ( a part of t're parlsh of

,-/
Urtechr . whlch had forned part of the sherlffd,on

o*' Inverness ware ad.d.ed' to the new gherlffdon.

Dornoch, whlch had lstely been made a roya3. burgh

was made the head bur6h of the eherlffdon and'

the seat of Justlce for a1l tlme comlng. A speclal C{o"^tu

v,as lnsert,ed rsservlng to the Earl of sutherland.

the rlght of plt and 5Eallows on h1s oun proper Lands'

The new ereatlo-n was forn$fi.y ratlfle{by the Scots

parllaeent at Ed.tnburgh ln L6JJ.

lilr Rotert Gord.on mlght well eongratulate hlnself.

The enlargenent of the bound.arles of sutherland

neant a great tncreaee ln hls nephawts power and

tnfLuenCe. tt Bonny Stratlutavert' long coveted./was

now wlthln htg grasp, $oo.t,vrlth Lord' Reayts

accumulated. flnanc1al d1ffleult1ee, lt would' pass

lnto 6ord.on ownershlp. conpared. nlth the Mackays the

Gordon farfe of Sutherlend' were newcomers



and Strathnaver ls ever remenbered. as !ft!r the
country of the &lacka.ys. Strathy rvae settled. on John
l'iackav bv nle erder r""*;9 "mt;r;" i,rackays or-,
Scourle r+ere d.escend.ed, from y Mackay by hts flrst
wlfe Helen Macr.r-od" of assynt. ?he vraakaye of Blghouse
nunehased' thelr eetate towan*s the end. of the 16th
century. The Abnach Mackays d.eseended, fron the vlctor
of the battle of enuln na Coub"th* l11lgttlnate
son of Angus Maekay, They had. no olu,rtar for thelr
lands but held then by favour of thelr chlef"?hte
vras to Lay then open t,o arproprlatlon when a'Go"doo
Earl replaeed, the chlef of the Uackay elan.

rn Febuary, L6j?rthe young darl marrled.
Lad'y Jean Drummond. d.aughter of the sarr of perth

b9......
ehe broughtra d.owry of 5OOO merks,a fortune vrhleh
must have been@€b ueefirl to the d.epleted. fund.e
of the earld.on. fhe young couple nad,e thelr way
north by €asy sta6en and, at the sane ttme a shlpload

!.

I
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of new furnltur*{"*""gent fron London to preston-pane
I

where lt wae load.ed. lnto another veseel and. eent to
T'

Drnrobln. ?he old. castle nay have becone very shabby

4urtng3the long rnlnorlty, but ln the southrScottteh

houges wore und.ergolng great lmprovments. dven

the gaunt Hlgh}and castles were new furnlshed. wlth
aflne bedepnd velvet cuehlons on the# chalre. The
i

houses of the smalL lalrdsand. the town merohants were

st11L pr1m1tlve. Tables iltth on trestlesrwlth
forms to slt o[, a few d lshes of pewter or wood.en

platters, ehests or tklstst for holdlng clotheg. I

There would. be a bed ln every rooul and thls wae a

feature of Scotflgh &sctttrsh doneetlc abtangements

rlght up to the last quart,er of the l8th century

and. 1n poor houses even lnto the 19th eentury. The

bed.s were ofien of the type known as ' box bed.e t ,

that ls,they wore bullt lnto the wal1 ancl durlng
I

the dayllme could. be closed. wlth shutters. ?he
I

household.s were self-oupportlng, ealted. thelr own

Ow.qm*ft
i'S$p tFnr
&F3.$

3 3'. i Gr,
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13th Earl

ln bad weather. A man of sur Robert's sf;rndlng d,ld. not
travel wlthout servantsrand. he always took wlth hlm from

$utherland. one or two young men, sons of hts frlends,
that thr:y ralght oee England and rremarkt the 0ourt--tby

whlch neanes the chleff gent,lemen of t,he country of
$outherland became noref c1v111 than the rest of thelr

l-x

Q geO nelshbourlng cuntries.' S1r Robert saw no attractlons
ln the Htghland way of 1lfe,the rpretLy ment armed. wlth
bows and arrowsrthe trunpet and. the great plperand the

gatherlngs of armed" men thought|leeessary Lo mar]< every

Lmportant oceag1on.

fn $utherland.,$1r Robert found several dlsputes were

brewlng. The o1d Countess Jean dld. not_ agree wlth h,:er

d.aughter-in-law,rarl John I s ivtd.ow, *$flr1i*t'r."ot";;" Oon;tu''

Mackay of Farr,was l.ess am&nable to the lntereet5of the

&arldom ths.n hts father had been ./nu had revlVed a proeess
l

agalnst John l{urray of Ablscors,Laylng cla1m to the 1and.e

of Klnaul.d,and. he had purchased the lands of Golspletour

fron John Gordon of Frabo, from whom he had obt,alned.

I
l,lr,., I



Lfth fiar1

a promlse that he irould sel1 to h1n all the lands that

he heLd. 1n wadset and mortgage from the Earl of$uthertrand

1n Strathfleet. / fne susplclous Tutor thouqht ihat
young Mackay meai:t to make hlmself the nost powerful

nan in Sutherland,at the e:cpense of the llarlrbut by

tactful persuaslon he persuad.ed. h1s nephew to renounce

o

/b@r<e
$t+Hle

lt was the custon for those lalrds who could. afford lt

to spend thelr wtnters ln the nearest town. ?he Fbasers,the

Grant,s and the Lalrds of i',M$klntosh had. hlred houses 1n

Inverness and. I noet pleasant was thelr eoruespond.ance

,Jar1 John had wlshed. for leave to spend.

the wlnter ln Dornoeh,where,he said.gr I Maekay and the

hal11 gentllmen of the contry w111 d.well thelr also'

Dornoch hres wlthln eonparatlvely easy reach of faln

and Easter Ross,where the darl- had many frlends. Iulonros

Mf l(enzles ancl Fraserg. The head.s of these fanl11es

4

t.gz/ue
all h1s pul"c-ra;es. - -r1r robert r..'-oo objected. ';

Mackay buylng a house fcl lilmself 1n uornoch.

Wardlaw M$S together.l
n238.

L 188.

mlqht take a wlfe wlth a good toehar from the south,



Dul?usr,.r6'ver on trieffi terms uritir rte4oi'sons.
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klst quhilk keinlt Lhe in orrntr :u1"r11k the
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gone.
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blrth to " 9*6.'-,vrho was chrlstened

-/Gordon. ;Jsf"--biti=r--ah i I d - l'lrf--ne4ffi'r .

t
'Ihere r*6?e cLlfflcultles n'iiir ''"he sutherlards of

itll-1iain $utherlend of Duffus dled whlle $1r Robert was

ln the northrleavlng a soil wh,) wir.S Stil1 a rnlnOr. the

younq lalrd- dlsputed the ward. of llis 1and.s whleh fe1I

to ihe 3:rl as Euperlor, I3ut slr Roi;ert lcft thls to

be settled. at a later da,Ne'. ills mo-:t urgent task

was to satlsf;r the -Ia.rLrs cred.ltors who '',{er€ pronlsed'

rell;f zs far as 1t lvas posslhle -,t' tire tlne'

The iia:.l of calthness mlg}1| have been tenpted. to

make ralschief at Nhl.q tlnne, but ;ip*rl Geor65el:rs now

overwhelmelr wlth d.eb$ i:"ntl h'rcL [:ecotne involved in a

breril

f.h:r I t



klth Earl

a crlne that was to beneflt only hts enemles.

i hrtng the auturnn of 1614, he had und.ertaken to reduce
(

the sastle of Klrkrvall for r1the govefpnent,.

Stewart, Earl of Orkney, wlth whom Slr Robert and. hls
broihers had spent a fortnlght as hls guests ln 1602,

was now a prlsoner 1n Ed.lnburgh, strlpped. of his pos"""*!orr"
and. aceused. of treatlng hls orkney subJects wlth such harsh-

-ness and cruelty that he was to be trled for hls l1fe.
fn deflance of the 6ounc11 he sent, a messase to hls
natural sonrRobert n to upllft hls orkney rents as ugual-.
Robert \dld then selzed, the castle of Klrkwall and.

other strong polnts ln the lsland.s whlch he fortlfled..

?he !;arL of Us115ness was provlded by the Government

shlp carrylng stxty soldlers as well as the crew.

7

€

Patrlck

A

k

ha

ha

qo

wlth a

He too

Grtn t
I
L Sarnls

4 ,*".8
olA

on board. a cannon called ' G;;; Mo-;

porkanpyne wlth h16 stock and" quhelllts all
.lwtth yron work Ladtllls,sponge ancl worme.:'

carrled %, z?n --
$6#Sds* for ariu"nltlon.

arfipJ . v .tl

Lo.
p 7r3

i."

of bullete w,:l'e SIcUSEdS* for aduh
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L3 Xxt Earl

?he exped.ltlon was prorrlded v*tth a4{erald and. a

trunceter to proclalrn the terms offered. to the rebells,
As wounds and slckness mtght be expected. a d.octor was senf-

wlth lhen who was nald. SJO a month and :illowetl lrOO

for h1s outflt of drugs.

?hls force lald. selge fo tLrkwall castLe but the

walls were so strong fha.t Thrawn Mow ancl her three score

of bullets had. no effect on then. For three weeks

Robert Stewart held out tn the castle wlth a garrlson of

only L6 meni but ln the end"pe was foreed. to sumender

through the treaehery of one of the d.efend.ers, a nan

named. MgW,'*ho was wlttlng to betray h1s frlenae

to save hls own Ilfe. A nurnber of the qarrlson were

hanged, on the spot,but Robert $tewart, who w&s only
r

?:2' : of a t,all, stature anC comeLy countenance t was

sent t,o Ed.lnburgh, where he uas cond.emned. and. hanged

aL the parket Orossep wlth flve of hls compa,nlons,on

January btr, ,1615.

PCR t0,711

fu-ol.- 'f'-^
P{ I ttr

r e-R.
fu|,*;$.,,rJ,/,
.h{ w Fit i;i

A month later * Earl Patrlck

the scafold. ,and. beheaded.hlmself was Led. to



T1x

Durlng the autunn of 1614 the -lar&, had. undertaken

to rcd.uee the ca.stLe of fi,trtwatt for the governaent.

For thls servtc,"r he:eward.od by Klng Janee r€s#o{l=*+s
wlth a renteslon for all his p=st offoncee ,+nd a yearly

penslon of 1OOO crowns; he was also nade a neuber of 
I

the Prlvy Councll. 5ut, lt was not long before the aarl s

enemles were able to eelze on fregh offenqes end press 
'

I

that{theee pr1v1led.geq mlght be wlthd.rawn.
1)

Anonget those who suffered fron Sarl Georgera graeplng

d.lsposltlon hls own klnsmen were not exempt. lfllllam
Etnclalr of Dunbeath wae so p€rseeuted ,hls land.s ttrasted

and hlmself 1n some d.a,nger of hls 1lf e , that he fled to

l,torayrwhere he remalned L111 hls $eath. lle was gucceed.ed.

by hls g;randson George Slnc1alr,who was marrted. to a

Elster of Lord. Forbes. George Stnalatr drew up a d.eed

of entall,by rshlchrfalllng helrs of h1s ovrn bod.y, he left
all- h1s proterty t,o the &ar1 of Catthness, but no sooner

was the farl aware of thle than he began plottlng to get

of h1s cousln and selze h1s lnherltanoe. vrarned. of a plot
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llth EarL

For hls servlces ln Orkney Lhe .dsr1 of Calthness vras

reward.ed by Klng Janes wlth a renlsslon for all hls past

offences and a ye;lrly penslon of 10oo crowns;he was also
m.rd.e a nember of the Scottlsh Prlvy Councll. Bui lt
was not long before the E"r1 rs eneurles were able to selze

on fresh offences and press that these provlledges mleht

be wlthd,rawn.

Amongst those who suffered from "r*{G"o"gets
grasplng dlsposltlonahts own klnsnen were not exempt.

W111lam Slnclalr 6f of &:nbalth wae so pcneeqg_6gdr
I :::\

/h1s lands wasted. and. hilmself Ln so&e d.anqer of h1g 11fe,j
tkr{f fre fled to Moray,where he remalned untl1 'rts d.eath.

He was succeeded by hls grand.son,$"o.g" Slnclalrrwho

was marrled. to a slster of Lord. Forbes , rA.o*U"(
slnclalr drew up a d.eed. of entailrbx whlch, fairlng helrs
of hls own bod.y he left all h1s property to the .rJarl

of Calthness; but no sooner was the Earl aware of thls
that he began plottlng to qet rid of h1s coustnfind

61X 9
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s6lze hls lnherlt,ance. Warned. of a plot against hle 1lfe
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the Lalrd of Dunbeath left Calthness and went to stay
wlllr ':tc br' I
wlth hls brother-1n-1aw.It" gratltud.e for the klndness

he recelved. from nfnlfre wlthd-rew the d.eed. of entall
I

Iran$ mad.e a fresh d.lepoeltlon of hls propertyrwhleh he

conveyed. to Lord, Forbes.V Soon afNer Nhe deed' was executed

he became 111 and dled. Lord Forbes then entered' lnto

possesr;lon of the land.s of Dounra3r;:-y$ands$danO. Durabalth.

Jealous that Lord- Forbes ahould. i:ossess so much

S1nc1a1r propL+rty the Earl mad.e use of h1s powers as

'herlff ro ""**Jfffinanrg. fa" far back as L6:r3'\ 6,9J
corlpla.lnts had come before the,'Prlvy Counetl that -5a

had prevebterl tl1ern paylng thelr rents to tord. Forbesn

wlth threats of hang1n1. / fn }liay ,!6!4, there was

anot,her eomnlalnt by t,he Klngts Advocate and Arthur,

Lord. Forbes,that Robert Keythrfalconer to W11l"lan , / -'/3
Lord Berrldale,accompanled by 4o bowmen marned wlth

bows , d.arloCtrts n swords, dLrks , efc and vre ar 1ng hac quebut s

and plstoletsrwent ,-rby cllrectlon of ihe dail Of Calthness

..nd Wl1Liam.Lord. Berrld.ale, to Lord. ForbesSs 1and.g
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servltor,was kelplnq hls falcon nest, for tl:e tlme.

fhe sald Robert f lrst i.)resent,ed. a bont nlstolet anc

held 1i to tire breast cf the sald Johnne and thereafter

causlt clyme the sald cralg and took furih thalrof

aneyoun8falconenotpastslxnlchtlso]-d.andkalst'
the whole unklettlt eggls ovlr the cralg 1n ihe sea"

Keyth was f lnecl 1O merks ancl o:.'clered. to be conf lnod

in t,he Tolbooth t111- he had palu 1t' 
-/

-
'ihe 6ar1' s splt{"'as partl'culfrr'ly d"lrecNed' a$i'rlnst

inl111tam fnnes, a Morayshlnf man who livecj' at' Sangsodt

and acted as Lord Forbes factor. onc nlghtr ln the
\

late autumn of 1615,Nhe stackyqrd st Sandsqolwas set

on flre and. t elgqhi great stacks of j:eare an6 elght
lr\

great stacks of oatst were burnt out' €f report was

clrculated th.at some of Maekayr.s tenants were responslble
', n^\/ " 

r i-'' ;
fo$ the flre *["'some d'ays pryv{qus to Lhe flre

11

and tne 8ra1g of ir\rrnbalth where John Garlauche, hls



: -t
U,*^VQ '

nu,b"uJr 9.od t3t:
r;r rlha

,e1r)

tltb

Clnt.tiq
*tvlt;

G 6*l\"isr, \r 6\r-e4 t tl(lD

.a q f a.bJ%t+

tb t-r le L
l, 6 z7_

-7-Tt-t74 !CI#

;i;af ui lt:no*gt[*t %li 23" q too"t

o.alx.L Qno{' ' 
n u}"1

t ;"*^ 'o'oD(' eJrrt'6 'l

(Ca"l.Ju0 !

h{u^l- R..'X'

r.lhr

f\;h,saih* b{u^rin{ tT fl

Di.,D Ler,{ =

tt^
Olr.x,.r*,rln'r -

v h";
SQ.to

r'
9!tt"e; X"a'

r1
[id . ] tso,r- 9o [b- I Su J-r^q, -

11t.c-fcLu,C:

It*,*? ";!"' 
tb\\

\

tul[*"^\



Jehn 12 rh p,e ?""1

vIl1

oi Srnlth iook place rihe jarl_ of Calrhness wa,s in
idlnburch lvhen news of the happenl:rgs in Thurso reached

hlm. Humillated flrat such as at,tack whould have tatrren

place ln th* hea.rt of hls ol,{n c)untry and 1n lts c}rie€

town, he lssued a surimons ap:alnst Donald. Mackay and.

John qordon for the slaughter of hls nephew,John $lnclair
and his brot,her Janes 9inc1a1r of Dun. A slmirar process

was ralsed by Slr rtobert, Gordon anci .Doltald. I,tackay aqalnst
the Sarl of Calthness anci ir.ls son Lord Berrldalerfor
oDposlng the ,<lngrs comixtsslon ilnd. f or other crimes.

On tQe day appolnted. by the council for the

hearlng of the case, both partles anpearecl ln Jdtnburgh

accompanled by thelr mosi Lnflusntlal fr1end.s, but

51r Robert Gord.onrs escort, lvhlch lncludecl the Ear] of
Wlnton
fttuiltt@tuw, Lord. Elphlnstone and nany othere

2t
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l"/hen. ln ccurse of tlme, it h/as found Llives belns' fl oorio.l i.r1i 

vqrrLr snac the countnv-*r4p( rrooq.ed r'lth faI ge rrair .r 
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13th Earl

ln bad weather. A man of sur Robert's sf;rndlng d,ld. not
travel wlthout servantsrand. he always took wlth hlm from

$utherland. one or two young men, sons of hts frlends,
that thr:y ralght oee England and rremarkt the 0ourt--tby

whlch neanes the chleff gent,lemen of t,he country of
$outherland became noref c1v111 than the rest of thelr

l-x

Q geO nelshbourlng cuntries.' S1r Robert saw no attractlons
ln the Htghland way of 1lfe,the rpretLy ment armed. wlth
bows and arrowsrthe trunpet and. the great plperand the

gatherlngs of armed" men thought|leeessary Lo mar]< every

Lmportant oceag1on.

fn $utherland.,$1r Robert found several dlsputes were

brewlng. The o1d Countess Jean dld. not_ agree wlth h,:er

d.aughter-in-law,rarl John I s ivtd.ow, *$flr1i*t'r."ot";;" Oon;tu''

Mackay of Farr,was l.ess am&nable to the lntereet5of the

&arldom ths.n hts father had been ./nu had revlVed a proeess
l

agalnst John l{urray of Ablscors,Laylng cla1m to the 1and.e

of Klnaul.d,and. he had purchased the lands of Golspletour

fron John Gordon of Frabo, from whom he had obt,alned.

I
l,lr,., I



Lfth fiar1

a promlse that he irould sel1 to h1n all the lands that

he heLd. 1n wadset and mortgage from the Earl of$uthertrand

1n Strathfleet. / fne susplclous Tutor thouqht ihat
young Mackay meai:t to make hlmself the nost powerful

nan in Sutherland,at the e:cpense of the llarlrbut by

tactful persuaslon he persuad.ed. h1s nephew to renounce

o

/b@r<e
$t+Hle

lt was the custon for those lalrds who could. afford lt

to spend thelr wtnters ln the nearest town. ?he Fbasers,the

Grant,s and the Lalrds of i',M$klntosh had. hlred houses 1n

Inverness and. I noet pleasant was thelr eoruespond.ance

,Jar1 John had wlshed. for leave to spend.

the wlnter ln Dornoeh,where,he said.gr I Maekay and the

hal11 gentllmen of the contry w111 d.well thelr also'

Dornoch hres wlthln eonparatlvely easy reach of faln

and Easter Ross,where the darl- had many frlends. Iulonros

Mf l(enzles ancl Fraserg. The head.s of these fanl11es

4

t.gz/ue
all h1s pul"c-ra;es. - -r1r robert r..'-oo objected. ';

Mackay buylng a house fcl lilmself 1n uornoch.

Wardlaw M$S together.l
n238.

L 188.

mlqht take a wlfe wlth a good toehar from the south,
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blrth to " 9*6.'-,vrho was chrlstened

-/Gordon. ;Jsf"--biti=r--ah i I d - l'lrf--ne4ffi'r .

t
'Ihere r*6?e cLlfflcultles n'iiir ''"he sutherlards of

itll-1iain $utherlend of Duffus dled whlle $1r Robert was

ln the northrleavlng a soil wh,) wir.S Stil1 a rnlnOr. the

younq lalrd- dlsputed the ward. of llis 1and.s whleh fe1I

to ihe 3:rl as Euperlor, I3ut slr Roi;ert lcft thls to

be settled. at a later da,Ne'. ills mo-:t urgent task

was to satlsf;r the -Ia.rLrs cred.ltors who '',{er€ pronlsed'

rell;f zs far as 1t lvas posslhle -,t' tire tlne'

The iia:.l of calthness mlg}1| have been tenpted. to

make ralschief at Nhl.q tlnne, but ;ip*rl Geor65el:rs now

overwhelmelr wlth d.eb$ i:"ntl h'rcL [:ecotne involved in a

breril

f.h:r I t



klth Earl

a crlne that was to beneflt only hts enemles.

i hrtng the auturnn of 1614, he had und.ertaken to reduce
(

the sastle of Klrkrvall for r1the govefpnent,.

Stewart, Earl of Orkney, wlth whom Slr Robert and. hls
broihers had spent a fortnlght as hls guests ln 1602,

was now a prlsoner 1n Ed.lnburgh, strlpped. of his pos"""*!orr"
and. aceused. of treatlng hls orkney subJects wlth such harsh-

-ness and cruelty that he was to be trled for hls l1fe.
fn deflance of the 6ounc11 he sent, a messase to hls
natural sonrRobert n to upllft hls orkney rents as ugual-.
Robert \dld then selzed, the castle of Klrkwall and.

other strong polnts ln the lsland.s whlch he fortlfled..

?he !;arL of Us115ness was provlded by the Government

shlp carrylng stxty soldlers as well as the crew.

7

€

Patrlck

A

k

ha

ha

qo

wlth a

He too

Grtn t
I
L Sarnls

4 ,*".8
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on board. a cannon called ' G;;; Mo-;

porkanpyne wlth h16 stock and" quhelllts all
.lwtth yron work Ladtllls,sponge ancl worme.:'

carrled %, z?n --
$6#Sds* for ariu"nltlon.

arfipJ . v .tl
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p 7r3
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of bullete w,:l'e SIcUSEdS* for aduh
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L3 Xxt Earl

?he exped.ltlon was prorrlded v*tth a4{erald and. a

trunceter to proclalrn the terms offered. to the rebells,
As wounds and slckness mtght be expected. a d.octor was senf-

wlth lhen who was nald. SJO a month and :illowetl lrOO

for h1s outflt of drugs.

?hls force lald. selge fo tLrkwall castLe but the

walls were so strong fha.t Thrawn Mow ancl her three score

of bullets had. no effect on then. For three weeks

Robert Stewart held out tn the castle wlth a garrlson of

only L6 meni but ln the end"pe was foreed. to sumender

through the treaehery of one of the d.efend.ers, a nan

named. MgW,'*ho was wlttlng to betray h1s frlenae

to save hls own Ilfe. A nurnber of the qarrlson were

hanged, on the spot,but Robert $tewart, who w&s only
r

?:2' : of a t,all, stature anC comeLy countenance t was

sent t,o Ed.lnburgh, where he uas cond.emned. and. hanged

aL the parket Orossep wlth flve of hls compa,nlons,on

January btr, ,1615.

PCR t0,711

fu-ol.- 'f'-^
P{ I ttr

r e-R.
fu|,*;$.,,rJ,/,
.h{ w Fit i;i

A month later * Earl Patrlck

the scafold. ,and. beheaded.hlmself was Led. to



T1x

Durlng the autunn of 1614 the -lar&, had. undertaken

to rcd.uee the ca.stLe of fi,trtwatt for the governaent.

For thls servtc,"r he:eward.od by Klng Janee r€s#o{l=*+s
wlth a renteslon for all his p=st offoncee ,+nd a yearly

penslon of 1OOO crowns; he was also nade a neuber of 
I

the Prlvy Councll. 5ut, lt was not long before the aarl s

enemles were able to eelze on fregh offenqes end press 
'

I

that{theee pr1v1led.geq mlght be wlthd.rawn.
1)

Anonget those who suffered fron Sarl Georgera graeplng

d.lsposltlon hls own klnsmen were not exempt. lfllllam
Etnclalr of Dunbeath wae so p€rseeuted ,hls land.s ttrasted

and hlmself 1n some d.a,nger of hls 1lf e , that he fled to

l,torayrwhere he remalned L111 hls $eath. lle was gucceed.ed.

by hls g;randson George Slnc1alr,who was marrted. to a

Elster of Lord. Forbes. George Stnalatr drew up a d.eed

of entall,by rshlchrfalllng helrs of h1s ovrn bod.y, he left
all- h1s proterty t,o the &ar1 of Catthness, but no sooner

was the farl aware of thle than he began plottlng to get

of h1s cousln and selze h1s lnherltanoe. vrarned. of a plot



llth EarL

For hls servlces ln Orkney Lhe .dsr1 of Calthness vras

reward.ed by Klng Janes wlth a renlsslon for all hls past

offences and a ye;lrly penslon of 10oo crowns;he was also
m.rd.e a nember of the Scottlsh Prlvy Councll. Bui lt
was not long before the E"r1 rs eneurles were able to selze

on fresh offences and press that these provlledges mleht

be wlthd,rawn.

Amongst those who suffered from "r*{G"o"gets
grasplng dlsposltlonahts own klnsnen were not exempt.

W111lam Slnclalr 6f of &:nbalth wae so pcneeqg_6gdr
I :::\

/h1s lands wasted. and. hilmself Ln so&e d.anqer of h1g 11fe,j
tkr{f fre fled to Moray,where he remalned untl1 'rts d.eath.

He was succeeded by hls grand.son,$"o.g" Slnclalrrwho

was marrled. to a slster of Lord. Forbes , rA.o*U"(
slnclalr drew up a d.eed. of entailrbx whlch, fairlng helrs
of hls own bod.y he left all h1s property to the .rJarl

of Calthness; but no sooner was the Earl aware of thls
that he began plottlng to qet rid of h1s coustnfind
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s6lze hls lnherlt,ance. Warned. of a plot against hle 1lfe
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the Lalrd of Dunbeath left Calthness and went to stay
wlllr ':tc br' I
wlth hls brother-1n-1aw.It" gratltud.e for the klndness

he recelved. from nfnlfre wlthd-rew the d.eed. of entall
I

Iran$ mad.e a fresh d.lepoeltlon of hls propertyrwhleh he

conveyed. to Lord, Forbes.V Soon afNer Nhe deed' was executed

he became 111 and dled. Lord Forbes then entered' lnto

possesr;lon of the land.s of Dounra3r;:-y$ands$danO. Durabalth.

Jealous that Lord- Forbes ahould. i:ossess so much

S1nc1a1r propL+rty the Earl mad.e use of h1s powers as

'herlff ro ""**Jfffinanrg. fa" far back as L6:r3'\ 6,9J
corlpla.lnts had come before the,'Prlvy Counetl that -5a

had prevebterl tl1ern paylng thelr rents to tord. Forbesn

wlth threats of hang1n1. / fn }liay ,!6!4, there was

anot,her eomnlalnt by t,he Klngts Advocate and Arthur,

Lord. Forbes,that Robert Keythrfalconer to W11l"lan , / -'/3
Lord Berrldale,accompanled by 4o bowmen marned wlth

bows , d.arloCtrts n swords, dLrks , efc and vre ar 1ng hac quebut s

and plstoletsrwent ,-rby cllrectlon of ihe dail Of Calthness

..nd Wl1Liam.Lord. Berrld.ale, to Lord. ForbesSs 1and.g
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servltor,was kelplnq hls falcon nest, for tl:e tlme.

fhe sald Robert f lrst i.)resent,ed. a bont nlstolet anc

held 1i to tire breast cf the sald Johnne and thereafter

causlt clyme the sald cralg and took furih thalrof

aneyoun8falconenotpastslxnlchtlso]-d.andkalst'
the whole unklettlt eggls ovlr the cralg 1n ihe sea"

Keyth was f lnecl 1O merks ancl o:.'clered. to be conf lnod

in t,he Tolbooth t111- he had palu 1t' 
-/

-
'ihe 6ar1' s splt{"'as partl'culfrr'ly d"lrecNed' a$i'rlnst

inl111tam fnnes, a Morayshlnf man who livecj' at' Sangsodt

and acted as Lord Forbes factor. onc nlghtr ln the
\

late autumn of 1615,Nhe stackyqrd st Sandsqolwas set

on flre and. t elgqhi great stacks of j:eare an6 elght
lr\

great stacks of oatst were burnt out' €f report was

clrculated th.at some of Maekayr.s tenants were responslble
', n^\/ " 

r i-'' ;
fo$ the flre *["'some d'ays pryv{qus to Lhe flre

11

and tne 8ra1g of ir\rrnbalth where John Garlauche, hls
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oi Srnlth iook place rihe jarl_ of Calrhness wa,s in
idlnburch lvhen news of the happenl:rgs in Thurso reached

hlm. Humillated flrat such as at,tack whould have tatrren

place ln th* hea.rt of hls ol,{n c)untry and 1n lts c}rie€

town, he lssued a surimons ap:alnst Donald. Mackay and.

John qordon for the slaughter of hls nephew,John $lnclair
and his brot,her Janes 9inc1a1r of Dun. A slmirar process

was ralsed by Slr rtobert, Gordon anci .Doltald. I,tackay aqalnst
the Sarl of Calthness anci ir.ls son Lord Berrldalerfor
oDposlng the ,<lngrs comixtsslon ilnd. f or other crimes.

On tQe day appolnted. by the council for the

hearlng of the case, both partles anpearecl ln Jdtnburgh

accompanled by thelr mosi Lnflusntlal fr1end.s, but

51r Robert Gord.onrs escort, lvhlch lncludecl the Ear] of
Wlnton
fttuiltt@tuw, Lord. Elphlnstone and nany othere

2t
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* 
l"/hen. ln ccurse of tlme, it h/as found Llives belns' fl oorio.l i.r1i 

vqrrLr snac the countnv-*r4p( rrooq.ed r'lth faI ge rrair .r 
vuu{JLI3,

susoected. 
ryr'url 

'alee coin'$rnlth i rcas natulally






