
FOX MONEY IN SUTHERLAND rn THE tmth CENTURY 

A contemporary acco4nt of Sutherland in the 18th 

century describes it as n a mountainous country sur­

rounded on two sides by the sea,which is bounded by a 

rocky coast,where foxes and eagles find such shelter 

that it is extremely difficult to exterminate them,or 

in any tolerable degree to protect the country from 
11 the 1r ravages. 

In those far-off days,it is surprising to find 

that a system of premiums was organised and administered 

by the uommissioners of Supply,the nearest 18th century 

equivalent to a County Council.Over the years this 

was effective in destroying large numbers of these 

11 ravenous animals 11 which did so much damage to the 
l, . L 

sheep,goats and even the potU,ry of the inhabitants 
"' 

of the glens. 

At a meeting held on .l
1 ovember 5th, 176a, the­

~k,Jl,«.W 
heritors ,gentlemen and tacksmen of two parishes-

Dornoch and Criech- declared that a 11proper method 

I 



from every£ of money 

thus raised 1/- would 

l/8d for every eagle. 

A year later this scheme was extended to the whole 

countm from that time and for many ,~are to come 

Fox ~oney formed a regular item in the County finances. 

At fi~st recqrds of the numbers killed were not 

shewn in the Commissioners annual accounts. Ifut 
~ -

in 1772,£2Z was ,atd shewn to have been paid by the . . 

for foxes 

and ea~les killed 11!- th~ thr~e prev_ious years. 

~ ~h~ sch~me did not work very well for some years. 

~_........ Small though the sums demanded of each landholder were, 

\\~ several of them were in arrears with their payments. 

-;1 (e In particular, Sir George Munro of Pointzfield,Cromarty, 

staadily refused to pay anything for the lands he held in 

Sutherland. In vain the Commissioners pleaded with 

him, for payment,and then threatened to poindti~ goods, 

gears and effectef Sir George, who,by 17ir( owed 
I) ~~ - -, • 'l, 
;lr, ru ~ r S. In the long run this claim was the cause 



1- 4, i. 
of a law sui~ between the Uomm1ssio_.s an~ Sir George~ 

i n which evidence was of fered on behalf of the Commissioners 
' . .-

of Supply that bet~een 17!hf. and and 17~~ . - I\ - , .., ((iv:> 
and 148 eag~~s h~d been des~r~yed. \..PrQof 

effect oft~~ scheme. ) 

2,?75 foxe_s 

of the useful 

The minutes of the meetings he~d during those years 

show that t~~ pre~ium~ wer..e ~everal tii:nes ~ aft&- _ a.,. . ~ J.c:u, i) - "" 
in 17115 . ~ ~5/ for ea~h fox 1but i t seeiµs an insult - .. A 

~ - I\ · · · c,~v•a ,3 /1t d;; f-a.;u...,.. 
t_o t _he ki??-g of Brit~sh birds thaj) the ~e ~ - an_. eag~e had 

fallen to 1/-. ~ 

~ r) 4g',I-
I\ To sppe_d up_ t~e destru_ction of_ these " raveno_us 

~ nimals" it was next de termined ~~ ~ n~er for 
~ 7/t ~ , ~ ~2!.:. ~ .ra..t A/lAI·~~ ta 4.t 

each parish_.; He
7w~~e3':~£8 a., year, plus what 

pr~miums h~ ea.r:ned andt\th~d t~ jake 8:_n oath that he 

would naj; all9w his dogs to 11k111,hunt or run after 

deer" and that he himseldt would not shoot deer,roe '<i' 13 
3 6 6 ~ r hare, blackcock, mu1rfowl (,dV(Itt¾I) or partridge under 

Qf his claim \ ~ !l,-2t, t~e m'!:_~e '.'._en~ ties. ("i:pr,oof 

/ for premium~h~ had to show the ears of each fox 

and the talons of an eagle. These were then burnt to 



. 
contl1~bute ld f rom every boll of ( meal) rent and ld 

from every £1 of money rent, and f rom the small f und 

thus raieed,1/- would be paid for every fox kt~lec.c 

and l/8d fo~ every eagle . killed in the two parishes. 

A year later this scheme was extended to the 

whol e county. The premiums were raised to 5/- for 
· 1/f> t,. a c.c...,6 et Sft,,a a# ~,. 1l--)' 

a fox a.Rd" the same for an eagle•,&l/6 for a cub . • The 
I 

~unt~dmations were increased by a charge of 2d. on every 

£1 of money rent From that time and for many 

years to come 
1 

Fox Money formed a regular item in the 

County financ es. (la:. 
At first the nu~ hilled were not shown in the 

Commissioners annuamtsaccounts; but in 1772, £22 sterling 

was shown to have been paid by the Reay estate for 

foxes and eagles1tl~ n the three previous years 

The scheme did not work very well for some 

years. Small though the sums demanded of each landhol aer 
- UM;o 

were, several of them ~ in arrears with their payments 

In particular, :::,1r George 1•1unro of Poytafield, Cromarty, 

steadily refusea to pay any~hing for the lands he held in 

) utherlanci. ~n vain the ~ommisaioners pleaded with 



-ments. In particular, Sir George i11unro of l1oyn~fiela 

Cromarty,steadily refused to pay anything f or the 

lands he held in tiutherland. In vain the Commissioners, 

pleaded with him r or payment and then threatened to 

poind the goods,gear and eff ects of Sir George, who,by 
l 

17$9,owed £10-7-2d. In the long run this claim was 

the cause of a law suit between Sir George and the 

Uommissioners of uupply in which evidence was offered 

on behalf of the Commiss ioners- as proof 0 1 the useful 

effect or the scheme-that between 1774 ana 1780 , 

2,275 f oxes and 148 eagl e s had been destroyed. 

·rhe minutes of the meetings held during these 

years show that the premiums were several times attered. 

In 1784, 5/- was paid for a grown fox,but the price 0df 

eagles had fallen to 1/-. 

In 1785,to speed up the extermination of the 
a 

ravenous animals, it was determined to engage I\ Fox 

Huntera for each parish in the county,at a salary of 

£8. 0.0 a ye~r,plus what he earned in premiums. Each 

hunter had to take an oath that he would not a llow 
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Ilia dogs "to k111,hunt or run after deer." and that 

he himself II would not shoot deer,roe or hare,blackcock, 

mu1rfowl or partridge,under pain of the most severe 

penal ties. 11 

From 1785 to 1794, when these records of Fox '"''"oney 

cease,the annual bag was shown in greater detail. In 

1785,it was 336 foxes and 26 eagles, 1788, foxes 233 

and eagles 13. 1791, foxes 231, eagles 29 and 1794, 

foxes 346 eagles 32. Eagles were almost all killed 

in Assynt,Durness or Edrachillis, but 3 were killed 

in Kildonnan in 1788. The total number of foxes killed 

between 1781 and 1704 was 3,716. Eagles were not 

shown on the returns till 1785 ,between that year 

and 1794,175 were destroyed. 

Fox Money was probably continued beyondl794J 

but in that year the Collector of Supply for the 
l,ar 

County,Duglld Gilchrist, now nearly eighty ~e had 

kept the records for twenty-six years and age or 111 

health made him retire from active life. But the 

premiums must have lapsed early in the 19th century, 
,, 

because in 1819,a ~ociety calling itself the United 



.. 

• 

Association of Noblemen,Gentlemen and Farmers II wrs 

~ ea which was interested in all aspects of sheep 

f arming . ~wexescfnomcthecf:a:ockecwe:cechee.vyQ 

Lossea from the flocks wer e heavy. At a meeting 

held 7th March,1819, it was resolved that the county 

should be divided into ten districts and that a hunter 

should be engaged for each d if:ltrict. (wages were to 

be ;- twenty bolls of meal for the dogs, Six and a half 

bolls for the hunter; fr ~e house and garden; potato 

land and the. keep of two cows. With the liberal 

premiums offered these wages were thought generous. 

~ha nee yas cast much wider than the killing 

off of foxes and eagles only. Hawks, wild cats,tmartens 
~ w-u1 ~ 

were also included; carrion• crows and even Jackdaws 
I\ 

and magpies. For the years 18~~ and 18~1,the results 

were as follows. Old eagles 112, Young eagles 18. -:::,...Jt<.u, 
.;tH 

Wild cats and Martens 317- Ravens516, Hawks 281. 

Carrion Crows 1,183. 11 Making a total that fed on 

the flocks of 2,638 . 11 It- l a aot.ea l5na !e~.c:J/I, lc}a.A 



Association of J:oblemen;Gentlemen and Farmers," was 

formed,which was interested in all aspects of sheep 

At a meeting held 7th March,1819, it was resolved 

that the county should be divided into ten districts 

and that a hunter should be engaged for each district. 

Wages were, to b&, 2o bolls of meal for the dogs; 6½ bolls 

• for the hunter; free house and garden; potato land and 

the keep of two cows. With the liberal premiums offered 

these wages were. thought generous. 

Sl ~...t ,..~ ~& '-~,~ 
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Hawks 281, Carrion Crows 1,183. 11 Making a total 

that fed on the flocks of 2,638. 

The records of those two years are the only 

ones that have survived in a collection of~ f;,av..,a"v¼,~ 

pape~s.~: time went onJ the gradual increase in .. 
the number of game-keepers on e,States must have 

rendered the whole system of premiums paid by 

~ Society unnessary. 



K. J. Lyon 
12 Castle ~treat 

Dornoch 

Sutherland 



Editor: COUNTRY LIFE 

Eagles in Sutherland. 1820 

Sir 
early 

In th&Ayears of the nineteenth century when sheep were 

introduced into Sutherland,the sheep-farmers found that 

vermin took an increasing toll of their flocks. An association 

calling itself,"The United Association or Noblemen,Gentlemen 

and Farmers , " was formed,which was interested in all aspects 

of sheep-farming. 

At a meeting held 7th March,1819,it was resolved that 

the county should be divided into ten districts which included 

Tongue,Eribol,Assynt,Kildonan, Strathnaver,Klibr•ckand Ben 

Armin,~and that a hunter should be engaged for each district. 

Wages were to be,20 bolls of meal for the dogs; 6½ bolls 

for the hunter;free house and garden,potato l and and the 

keep of two cows. With the liberal premiums offered these 

wages were thought generous , tb.oug;b, l.5/ f11 &a eagle mar 

not aeem illlfJ!&astvo ~e ~a.. 

For the years 1820 and 1821,the results were as follows:-

Old eagles,112, Young eagles,18. Wild cats and 

Ravens,516.Rawks,281. Carrion Crows, 1 , 183 . 

total t'1at fed on the flocks of' 2,638." 

marten,317. 

11 Making a~ 
;1., "" 

It is diff icult to realise that eagles were so 
numerous in those days. 

Dornoch 9utherland. K. Lyon 
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-manta.In particular,Sir George Munro of Poyntzfield, 

Cromarty,steadily refused to pay anything f or the lands 

he held in Sutherland. In vain the Commissioners of 

Supply pleaded with him f or payment and then threatened 

to poind the goods, gear and effects of Si r George,who, 

by 1779,owed £10-7~ 2d ~ In the long run t h is claim was 

the cause of a law su it between Sir George and the 

Commissioners,in which evidence was offered on t heir 

behalf--- as proof of t he usefulness of the scheme-­

that between 1774 and 1780, 2,275 foxes and 148 eagle s 

£8-0-0 a year,plus what he earned in premiums. Each 

hunter had to take an oath that he would not allow 

,_ . ~ 

j 



.. 



/ 

his dogs "to k111,hunt or run after deer" and that 

he himself "would not shoot deer,roe or hare,blackcock 

muirfowl or partridge,under pain of the moat severe 

penal ties.~• 

]from 1785 to 1799,Gthen these records of Fox MoneY, 

cea~he annual bag was shown in greater detail. In 

1785,it was 336 foxes and 26 eagles. 1788, 233 foxes 

and 13 eagles. 1791,231 foxes,eagles 29, 1794, 346 ----- ---
foxes and 32 eagles . { Eaoo:les were almost all killed -in Assynt,Durness or Bdrachillis,but thhee were kille 

in Kildonnan in 1788. The total number of foxes killed 

between 1781 and 1794 was 3,7!6. Eagles were not 

shown on the returns till 1785,between that year and 

1794,175 were destroyed. 

~ 
Fox ~oney probably continued beyond 1794;~t in 

t~he vollector of tiupply for the ~ounty, 

JJUgl14 Gilchrist of Ospiedale,wasQnearly eighty. 

He had kept the records for twenty-six years and age 

or 111 health made him r e tire from active life. ll:a:;. 

t he premiums '!':Jt have lapsed early in the 19th 



(.. \ '6' \ q A. -f a:iw./f ~ ~ 
Ck u~ . - (,Oc<.A ~ 1 ., ~ ... ~ 
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century,because at meetings of the ) ociety c~d 
... 

the United Association of 1"ioblemen,Gentlemen & Famers ' .. 
of the County of Sutherland",there were frequent references 

to the heavy losses suffered by their flocks. 

~lm!. c.~ur 
At a meeting held on March 7th,1819, it was 

'\ 
resolved that the county should be divided into ten 

districts and that a hunter should be engaged for each 

district . Wages were to be:- twenty bolls of meal 

for the d.Ogs; six and a half bolls of meal for the 

hunter; free house and garden; potato land and the 

keep of two cows. With the liberal premiums offered 

these wages were thought generous. 

The net was cast much wider than the killing ofr 

of foxes and eagles only. (Hawks, wild cats and m~tens 

were aiso 1ncluded,as well as carr ion crowa,jackdawa 

and even magpies ) For the years 1620 and 1821,the 

results of the scheme were as follows. Old eagles 

112, young eagles 18 . Wild cats and martens 317.Ravens 516. 
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<S--
Foxes 211, Hawks 281, Carrion Crows 1,183. 

II 
a tot&l that fed on the flocks of 2,638. 

"Making 

The record.a of those two ye ·irs are the only ones 
t -M;ur 
that have survived in aAcollection of county 

t.ransacti.ons. ~t {j.e time ltBat. ..on;-tae gr-e.Eiue.l .J,ucr~se 

1l!:_ the -numbeP of btttne-keepa1 e on estat-&6-m~ave 
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Destruction of Foxes & Eagles. 18th Century 

From i•linutes of the Meetings of the H.:2 ritors. 

' This ~ eme seems to have ~egu~ in 1768. When a t a 
meeti ng held in uornoch 4th November 1768, the 
heritors gentlemen and tacksmen of the parishes of 
Dornoch & Criech met at uornoch. They considered 
how great damage is done in the above parishes by 
foxe s and eagles and that a proper method should be fallen 
upon to destroy foxes & eagles. within these bounds. 
They therefore agree to pay at the rate of ld str: 
yearly out of each boll of renj and at the rate of 
2d str · of each pund of str: money rent to be 
impr essed into the hands of Mr /ftacKay, Skibo, as a 
fund t9 1be applied as follow• vz one s-h1111ng str: 
for every fox killed from the 15th September to 

the 15th March yearly and 1/8 for every eagle and it 
1s agreed that every heritor shall collect of the 
lands belonging to them and pay in the aforesaid stent 
to Mr ~·acKay. And th~t Mr ~acKay shall upom the 
30th April or any day de on whivh the collector 
of supply for the County of Sutherland is chosen 
at Dornoch, pay to all who may produce the 
two ears of every fox and the two o~s of every 
eagle, upon their swearing that they have been 
killed in the bounds of t he said uarishes agreeable 
to the above regulations . and payment in like 
manner the 6th October thereafter • 

.-- ~~ . ,f~~· 
~igned Robert MacKay. Robert Gray Wm Sutherland 

Geo .::,utherland, , c;eorg~ Mac Kay Siddera. obert i.zray ~u...­
Will uutherland JohnM a5Kay. James Sutherland Murray 
( Clyne & Fu1rossie) -

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



for nothing must be om1-tted that was due to her rank 

and at the same time expepse must be considered, for 

Lord Sutherland had 1ncfurred heavy ex 

' 

' .. --
. .,. 
' 



At Vornoch 8th Vecember 1769 in a Meeting of the Justices 
of the Peace for the county of Suthd: in consequence of 
t heir adj ournament of 10th November l ast. 

Sederunt 
Hon: Geo 1'

1acKay of Skibo. Robert uray Esq of Ardens 
Robt: Gray Esq of Criech . James Sutherland Murray of Clyne 
& pulrosst!I HU§h 1'\mro of Achany Wm Suthld: of Shiba: 
John ~ordon of arrol and i>ug: Gilchrist factor to the 
vountess of Sutherland. 

Hon. Geo MacKay Presas and & Hugh M-Culloch Sheriff 
Clerk depute was chosen c terk . 

11 Thereafter the Justices of the Peace took under consideration 
their Minutes of the 4th NovBr. 1768. concerning t he 

destroying of foxes & eagles with in the parishes of LJOrnoch 
& Criech and were of opinion that t he most effective waj 
for destroying the foxes and Eagl e s would be to raise or 
,,,,,,, the premiums and to extend it over the whole county 
& the whole County should be assessed for that purpose. 

They therefore tor t hemselves and t aking burden on them for 
all the other landholders in the County. Agre e and engage 
to pay ld str: yearly out of each boll of rent and 2d. str: 
out of each pound str: of money rent over the whole County 
for the Crops and Year 1769 and in time coming until 
thi s resolution be altered by the Justices to be applied 
as follows:-

2/- to be paid f ,"'r every gr own fox and Eagle and 1/­
for every fox cub or whelp that shall be killed within the 
Bounds of t he County to such person or persons as shall 
kill the same upon their making proof of their doing 
Boin manner aftermentioned. 



At Uornoch 30th April 1771. 

In a Meeting of the Commrs: of Supply for the County of 
Sutherland. 

Sederunt. 
Captain James Sutherland at ~unrobin. Wilm: Suthd: of 
Shiba: Robt Gray of Criech. Captain Geo: Suthd: of 
Rhiarchar. Lieut Walter Gray at Rhine. Mr Jas: Campbell, 
Factor to the Countess of ~utherland, B Duncan,eldest Baillie 
of the Burgh of Dornoch & John ~ordon of Carrol. 

The commsrs: being qualified in terms of law proceeded 
to the choice of a President & Clerk and the question being 
put Captain James Suthd: was chosen preses and Hugh MaCulloch 
Sherriff Clk depute of Suthd: was chosen Clerk. 

Thereafter Sir Joh Gordon of Embo was chosen Colltr: of 
Supply & (cess?) and anent the arrears of oess due out of the 
estates of Clyne & Pulrossie & ea(?) 

Thereafter Mr Gilchrist represented that in consequence of 
the last appointment of t he Commsrs: respecting the levying 
& pay out(?) a certain due f or the killing of Foxes & Eagles 
within this county be now produced and account of charge & 
discharge of the intromissions in that way l~k-taa whereby a 
ballance arises due him of £1 3 lOd. str: whdch he craves 
may be reinbursedhim out of t he money levied on that account 
by the other collectors appointed by t he Commsrs for the 
purpose in different parts of the county or in such other 
ways as the Commsrs shall think proper. 

Dugald G was aupointed received of the overplus 

i 
After 

. . 
hat they passed to the consideration of the roaas. 
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and seed cake; confections of "appr1cota",currants, 

apples,angellica,etc and a box of sweetmeats. 

Of wine there was sent twelve dozen of claret,e1ght 

dozen of sherry and one dozen of Kal.aga,which Andrew 

Munro observes is a sweet white wine,fit for lady's 

drinkingJ With what was al.ready in the castle cellars 

this was considered sufficient for those who would 

attend. 

The wine was 

' • 

\ 
up by boat,together with more 

clothes,a pound of "a oaking tobacco" :for Lord Duffus 

and new mourning or Ubster and Hugh Gordon ot 

Carrol. For e bottling of the wine Munro asked that 

bottles might .uunrobin as bottles were 

not to be had in {_gr any money. \..!t is 

interesting to note hat the skipper of the boat, 

Captain Reid,had his cargo insured in London. 



30th April 1772 

At Uornoch. Meeting of the C's of S: 

Sederunt. Capt James S of Oldany. Uap: Goe :Sutherland 
of ~~oh1n. Hobert Gray of Cr1ech. Wm Sor ~h1bs: 
Lieut Walter ~r~. ~.G. James Campbell factor to 
the Countess of S. 

Presas J.S. of Oldany. Sir Jogn Gordon chosen Uollector 
of Supply 

Their next proceedings were to give drcret against the 
several her1tore in t he Parish of Uornoch for their 
proportions of £40 str: for building the school house 
a general decret having formerly been g!vem t heron on 
27 June 1771 payable to Mr James vampbell---- at 
White 1772. 

~ex~r anant arrears of the Ce s a of Clyne & Pulroseie 
Adjourned to 15 J."J.ay 

15 May 1772. 

A meeting about dues and rates of payment or bhe 
various estates. 
Another meeting in October about t he s ame 

To help t he speedy destruction of the foxes cube to 
be 5/ - same as old foxes 

The roads to be carr ied on this year as formerly and the 
same overseers appointed. 

-----------
Dornoch 4th August 1772. 

Various heritors had been written to but only Lieut Charles 
Gordon had answered. He had paid the dues of the Reay 
Estate for three years, 1769, 1770, 1771. They had come 
to £22 7 ld. and taken credit for £36 7 as laid out 
on Foxes and eagles killed for that estate. 
Then about the wadsets of Tongue and Strathmelvic etc 

Hugh Munro of ~chany had paid his own and Pointzflelds 
for three yeass amounting to £3.11 



1772 Cont1nu~ 

The Commissioners were very dissatisfied with this 
and told the clerk to write again · But he did not 
seem to have done much better next time. 



At Dornoch 30th April 1773 in a Meeting of the Wommissioners 
of Supply for the vounty of Sutherland 

Sederunt. 

Lieut Wm Sut herland of Little 
Wm Sutherland of Sibes: 

William Baillie of Rosehall, 
Torboll. LIUgald Gi;christ Esq. 
Capt. J ames Sutherland of 0ldany. 
of Rearchar James vampbell Esq 

Wm Baillie chosen prese s. 
Cl erk 

Captain Geo Sutherland 
Facrtor etc 

Hugh MCulloch Shertff Clerk 

l:>ir John Gordon of Embo was r echosen Collector of Supply e tc 

Thereafter the ~lerk represented that in consequence of the 
order upon himt by the vommissioners of t he 15th of May he 
had visited the collators of the Fox dues in the d ifferent 
dis.tricts of the vounty to pay their arrears in terms of s a id 
order & James Campbell ~actor forte Countess of ~utherland 
appearing produced onx account his intromissions t~x~rnox 

for the said Fox due s for 1772 ( his account for t he intro: 
for 1769 .1 70 1771 being lodged before the Commissioners 
before May 15th l ast A ballance rises due to the said 
James Campbell of £8 3,0. Nothwithstanding that he has 
paid no person for killing of foxes for that year except 2 
though many have applied to him for payL: And as appears 
by the minutes of said 15th May that several other collectors 
of Fox dues ar considerably in advance of the account. 
It would seem necessary that the Comm: should either augment 
the Fox dues or diminish the dues payable for t he foxes 
as the funds do'nt seem x~xmm near equal to answer the 
purpose . 

Thereafter the rate for maintaining criminals in the 
prison of Dornoch fixed a t l½d ste.rling a day 

These minu ~es are ev~dently extracts from a full r eport 
o~ the business done on each occasion• 

X XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Meeting 1774 

Among those present John •'lacKay of Stra thy 



Meeting 1774 ( cont) 

A list of arrears was produced 
Sutherlnd Muaaay of Clyne 

£8 17 3 by James 

James Campbell had paid £27 10 for foxes notwithstanding 
there were sti41 vast num--bers unpaid 

The county was assessed. for £30 for the year 

Meeting of 1775 

Sir ~ohn Gordon of Embo and .LJuguld Gilchrist chosen to be 
conjoint Uollectors of l:>upply 

The Bank of Scotland were to extend their operations by 
establishing Banking Offices in Inverness 

Thie is the fir 2t year that a fu11'8.count of money paid for 
foxes has been copied 1' 

153 pre of foxes ears by Cap James Sutherlanf38 5 O 

45 pairs by Ardloch b'acttor for Ass int 

Reay and Wadsets thereof £40 13 11 

Some were only for one/-air or two of ears 
They were now giving 5 - f or a fox and 1/6 for a cub's ears. 

£30 not enouch and the asses~ment raised to £90 
~(11.,VO ca--.c.. (>,t ~m..u.a.. - 6./}u~ ~ ~~, 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx ·x xxxx 

1776 Assessment of £75 



30th April at Uornoch 

In the Sederunt John Clunes of ~eilstown. and Col Nicholas 
Sutherland who was chosen as pres~s. D. G. not there 

By this time Sir Sohn Gordon was dead or dying and D. G. 
was chosen Collector of Supply 

11 Theraf ter the Collector of Supply produced the Receiver 
General's two receipts of 29th Jan last for £60 str 
and a third reeeipt of the so.id recoveres for £163.9.8d. 
Amountin' toa223 9.8d str: 

Sir George Munro by thi time owed £'6 ~ 4d p 
Andrew Sutherl~nd of Cambusavie also to be poinded ""-1 - .l - 3 t1W41, 

This time the numbers have come down and the amoun t 
due for t he year was only £56 11 6d. Could'nt be bothereq 
add ing up numbers 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

1780 

Sederunt Col Nicho~s Sutherland, Major Sir Roderick 
MacKenzie of Scatwell. Alex: Baillie of Rosehall 
Dugald Gilchrist of Lothbeg and John Gordon of Carrol 

D.G. chosen as Collecor of Supply again 

Again the numbers have fallen and the amount due is £40. (d. 

There was £39 of arrears. 
young or old 

Premiums to be l'J- for eattk fox 



1776 Assessment of £75-

Arrears in the ess by Robert Gray of Airdens £11 O 
and James S uther!and Mllrray £24 4 3d for Pulrossie 

• • In the eederunt of this meeting the name of Walter Gray is 
given as of Newtown. This cess was appantly due by the tenants 
though the goods of James Sutherland Murr ay were to be poinded 

• f or the debt 

Also George Munro of Poinzfield 
" And also poind the goods,gear and effects of George Munro 
of foinztfield in whose hands soever the same may or can 
be found"'1.n the hands of Mr John Sutherland Minister of 
Dornoch ~Tackaman of Balloan or in the hands of any other 
tenants on the lands of Gruids to the extent of the sum 
of £5 17 5dstr:'being the amount of the arrears due and that 
of the expense incurred or that may be incurred in r ecovering 
the same to be fully paid up . 

234 foxes .( at 5/- each) paid for in 1776. 
For 1775 392 £91 12. l 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

1777 

In the sederunt Captain Geo: Sutherland of Elph&ne 
the others as bef&re. 

Sir John Gordon of Embo and Duguld Gilchrist chosen at 
~ollectora of Supply. 

The same as above in trouble again with arreasr and poinding 

351 foxes for this ywar. 
a bitch in milk 

At this meeting 20/- was offered for 

X XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

1778 
The largest number of fox premiums paid was always to 

Dunrobin and this year was no exception 160. Next was 
Stathnaver with 115. Total 301. Cuba to be only 1/- instaead 
of 2/6 



At Dornoch )Oth April 1781. In a General meeting of the 
CommissioneJs of ~upply for Sutherland 

Sederunt 

Robert Gray of Criech. Robert Gray of A!tD.!NSH 
Wm Sutherland of Siberscross 
John Clunes of Neilstown & Quglld Gilchrist of Lothbeg . 

Robert Gray of Ardinsh chosen as Preses. & Hugh MCulloch,Town 
Clerk of Dornoch was chosen to be Clerk. 

Thereafter the CommS: of Supply proceeded to the choosing of 
a Collector of Supoly for in-gathering of the Land Tax of 
t he County of Sutherland for the service of t his current year, 
1781, and the question being put, Dugu1'4 Gilchrist, Esq of 
Lothbeg was unanimously chosen to be Collector of Supply for 
ingathering the same for the current year ~ifi:xx and the 
former year's -arrears in terms of law(?) 

Bobd & Wautioners etc. 

Cess for the year• etc. 

Ro~ 1Rogue and '.L.'ool money 

A ballance of £39 1. 11 from the previous year's assessment fo~ 
Fox .tv'lQney 

Demands on the Fund. 

Major Sutherland f or the estate of Sutherland & Assint £4l 4 

Major Charles Gordon for Reay 73 pairs £18 5 

269 Foxes as near as can be calculated from the lists given. 
( No bbm numbers given for Assint only the amount of £41) 

The sum required for next year fixed at £60 

After this business had been settled apparantly two men 
appeared with more ears . one was George Ross of Brae of 
Daanamain with 2 pairs of Fox~ ears killed last April 
f'or which he had not been paid. Also compeared Donald •'\znro 
of Langwell of Glencassley with 6 pairs. They were also 
paid 



1781 

1 'ow, the roof ',as f qllen, the west gable is partly 
' . 

down and the east gable is cracked and looks as if 

a f ew more winter storms might bring it down too . 

At ground level, two large rooms have a 
. 

vaulted roof. In the lists of repairs made to the 

house in the 18th century these rooms are ref6Pred 

to as ' the cellars ' tl-iough · there l s a f 1re1Uace. in 

both. There is no mention of a kitchen in any of 

the repairs done 

Continued 

After this business d one there was a claim about Pulrossie 
valua._tions 



Process against Sir Georg~ Munro of Pointzfield 
for ar rears of cess for J:t'ox t'\ oney. From this it 
anoears that though eagles do notappear in the record 
of premiums paid, 148 eagles were killed between 1774 
& 1780 and 2200 foxes. 

1782 30th April 1772 
Eagles only 2/6 

Foxes were still 5/-

~ '-- -- \....:.,c .... - -
1784 Foxes 5/- Bitches in milk 20/ 
~•2xfmx•• 287 foxes 

and eagles only 1/-

second meeting 10th June 1784. 

Among the demands considered were the Jail expenses. for 
jailers fees, maintenance of prisoners, mending one of the 
prison doors and mak~g a coffin for one of the prisoners. 
all for £9 pluef 18 f 1. " Reservibg' nevertheless to 

themselves ( Commies oners of S;) to enquire further 
into thes e accounts of jailor's fees and prisoners maintenance 
and into the Intromiss 1ons had with etc ~1sposal of the 

effects of the several criminals ~ ,__..,__---~...,, L..~------
1785 .(o~ ~~, r,,~-
sederunt Col~ James Sutherland of 0ldany. D. G of ( oth-
beg. Major Geo Sutherland of Elphin. Captain LJonald 
Matheson of ..:,hiness. Capt "ohn Gordon of Carrol. 

D.G. chosen Collector of Su~ply again 
~ 0 '") 92 pairs of large fox ears and 6 pairs of eagles claws put 
.k~ in by Captain Chales Gordon and 11 cubs 

~-70 ears 6~ cubs and a milking bitches and 13 eagles claws 
~ / given in by Lt Coll James Sutherland 

66 large fox 14 cubs , 4 milking bitches 7 ~_airs of 
eagles claws • ~ t'..u 11\A.o~ 7 9-) t (,·ra-J i (]p jl-lAUJ 
~ Vo\,\,~ iHu ~ ~ ~ "\ ~\~ '1 )[j /0 ru..lP' ~ C!!!!.' ~ao : 20 e.a~ , 
~ -\(iii~ u-~ (AVJ) U'(rl 
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1785 continued. 

"All which being considered by the Commrs They unon 
the whole find that the whole assessments uaid for 
the year ending 25 Mar9h 1785 •••.••••• 

Thereafter the Commrs: taking into consideration 
the minute of 20th January l ast of a quorum of their 
number at Golsp ie relative to a plan for appointing 
fixed fox hunters s and definite salaries for a term 
of years in lieu of the plan hitherto followed for 
destroying the foxes. The meeting judging such a 
plan may be more successful than that hitherto 
followed Resolved to adopt the same and that it be 
continued for six years beginning as from the date 
and that the fox hunters who shall be appointed 
must find suff icient caution for indemnjfying all 
losses which shall be sustaine~ within their---­
districts from and after the expiry of the first 
two years of the said six and that t hey shall be 
bound by oath during the time of thetr Service 
not to allow their Dogs to kill hunt or run after 
so far as they can prevent and . not thenselves 
to shoot deer,roe or hare, blackcock,muirfow~ or 
partridge under the most severe penalties, reserving 

& recommending them to shoot & kill as many eagles 
as they can for each of which to be killed they are 
to be paid annually the 30th April 1/-str: on 
producing the Uad talloris. And resolved to 
assess the county of the sum of£94 10 str:. to be 
collected yearly for paying the fox hunters-------

£7 per parish f or the hunter. Names of the hunters 
appointed follow 

-r 



1776 

1774 to 11am 

~l-781 

Dornoch 29th April 1786 

Sederunt. Col Sutherland. D. G. Ard1ns 
Major Sutherland and Carrol. All these minutes 
seem to be in D. G. 's handwriting 

D.G. was again elected Collector of Supply for the County 
of Sutherland for 1786 

Foxe a killea.. 1 7'(6 

.J.Junrobin 135 pre ears 
Paid Lieut 

Reay 
Charles Gordon 

Skibe 
Carrol 
Gruids & Achany 
:John Murray 

in Achosnich 
Various 
Various 

65 tt II 

11 
11 II 

1769 -1776 

3 tl 

6 
2 

243 

II 

" 

£33 
31 
16 

2 
2 
2 

1 

15 
10 

5 
15 
15 

2 

15 
10 
10 

17 lit :2 . 2 -z, ,_ /7i:) 0 

?.6'1 I 

2 ~ 2... 

'1&4 · 1- s ~ 3;1 o 7 
9 '() V -e,avo -

'3 ,,o,. 

._--,.~ 

2,g75 . Foxe a and 148 eagles. 

Major Sutherland 
for the estate of 

~utherland & Assint no numbers £41 4 
roughly 156 
Captain Charles Gordon 

18 5 for Reay 73 pairs 
Angus MacKay ~ettyh111 17 pairs 4 5 
~ames Leith Ardens 4 II 1 
Various 10 2 10 
Thoe Ross Sallachy 9 II 2 5 
Dack payment for someone 

1 10 1n Assint 
.( '1 t>~ ' \ 

CL ~ 5 f,o · 2£2_ 73 4 
1\ }J.J 

' 
n f r 

~'\83_ ~s~ ~--~ ~ --e.~~ -



Assessment for 1783 was £90 

Lieut Col Sutherland 

Captain Gordon of 
Pulrossie 

various others 

Premiums for next year 

4 milk: 
79 large 
17 bubs 

112 fox 
2 bites 

33 cubs 

283 

£23 17 

33 2 6 

Fox 5/- Bitch in .i.·.1.11k 20/- Cub 1/- Eagle• 
1/ -

x xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx:~xxx 
A lot about jailors & keep of criminals deferred to 
next meeting but at that meeting only Col: Sutherland 
turned up. So the meeting was defferred to the 15 June 
when the Uommiss ioners "were entreated to attend" 

15th June 1784 Sederunt Col J ames Sutherland, Ardens 
Major Geo Sutherland. D.G & Shiba: 

Cesa for the whole county apparently £457. 4 3d 
Expenses included a coffin for a prisoner who died 
in jail 

A reward of 20/- to any informer who reported someone 
for n digg ing the very sands and pulling up bent 
Roots for making halters and other uses of husbandry. 
The informer's name was to be kept secret if he so 
desired it 

f\7~ - l7 ~0 -

t 7 ·l} 1 

)4,~ 1( -~ ,1-



ceaiis 
1785 

1786 

1784 

1785 

Uap: Charles Gordon 92 Fox 11 cubs & 6 pre eagle claws 
Lt Col: Jamee Su t herland 

70 Fox 60 cubs 9 bitch 13 eagles. 

Who? 66 14 " 4 " 
At this meeting they determined to have hunters 

336 foxes 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

131 killed by the hunters 

7 
26 eagles 

Charg~ss of fees due to jailors for attendance on criminals 
from 6th September 1782 to this date ( 30th April 1784 

£11 4 4d. Account of Hugh Leslie Procuator Fiscal 
~or writing etc and utlays respecting bringing criminals 
to justice from 21 April 1783 to 27th March 1784 
including victual furnished to-----? £3 0 4u str: 

1785 
Sederunt Uap: James · s of Oldany. 

Major George Sutherland of ~lphin. 
Carrol 

D.G. of Lothbeg, 
Cap: John Gordon of 

11§.§__ 29th April 1786 
Sederunt. Coll Sutherland 9.G. . Ard.ins, !•.1.ajor Sutherland 
and varrol 

" Therafter the vonvener presented to the ,.-!eeting a letter 
addressed by the tteceiver ueneral to him of date 13 ~pril 
re ? a letter wrote by the Commiss ioner of the Taxes 

to him,the Heceiver General recommending to him to lose 
no time in writing circular letters to the several Collectors 
of the Land Tax in ticotland requiring them hereafter .9~ .. •-J 
to levy and remit the land tax to the tteceiver ~lo~~ 
as the Act of •arliament directs ( that is 4 times in the 
year) directing the Receiver General ,r the Collectors 
of Supply fai{ in so doing to apply to the Commandaer­
in-chief for his assistance with the Nilitary in the usual 
way to enforce the payment accordingly. 

The Meeting recommend to the Collector to levy & 
remit the Cesa to the Ree: Gen: 1n terms or t he Act of 



Parliament and recommends anu enjoin the gentlemen 
concernee to pay tnet~ Uess quarterly to the Collector 
to enable him to remit accordinglt. And in case 
the vollector shall, to keep the o~nty free from 
Quartering be obli~ed to make advances to the Ree~ Gen: 
through the failuN- of the geA.tlemrmi concerned 
or any one of ib.em, they authorise the Collector to 
exact interes t on his advances from the time of advancing 
the same till payment from such as shall fail to pay 
quarterly. 

Thereafter the Convener presented a letter addressed 
to him_ by thefrovost of Inverness of 27th march l a st 
enclosin~ a printed copy of a memorial for the Provost 
Majestnaees & Councillors of Inverness setting forth the 
ruinous state pf thei1eourt House and their being 
1nadquate to the Accommodation of the Ci~cuit Uourts 
and of prisoners and that it is therefore necessary to 
have them rebuild on a larger scale and that the expense 
of so doing aK1o.1,,v1,~-~e1--J;l~.frl,l~~~ ~ -tt~~ will conform 
t ·o a plan and estimate amounting to £150 str: and 
requesting the assistance of the Burghs andC..ounties 
concermed in the Circuit l"'usticiary vourt he!d at Inve: 
for carrying the plan int6 execution 

The ••J.eeting delay the Consideration of the letter 
& application till the Meeting of the heretors at the 
eneueing Michaelmase head eourt. 

Fox ttunters. The hunters appreared and swore as to the 
numMM of foxes they h ad killed. 

Clyne 
Lairg 20 

36 Golepie 
Criech 24. 

21 Dornoch 13 
121 

The man who killed only 7 was in trouble 
A certain number did not appear. 

Rogart 213 

' • 

Ch rles Gordon factor for(\'eay was to pay the hunters 
up north. 

7 

Lairg parish was so big hhat another hunter was appointed 

£10 given for the expenses of their meetimgs and Lieut 
Col James Sutherland of Uppat to be their Convenor for 
thtse expenses 



quarters assigning it as a Reason for such losses 
the departure in the plan first laid down in this 
county for the destruction & extirpation of that 
Ve~mine and for the adopting a different mode as to 
the killing of f~xes & eagles. That tho the gentlemen 
who occasioned an~ alteration in this system had done 
so tw the general good of the county yet as the 
alteration has not produced the desired effect the 
~reses begs leave to move to this Meeting that the 
meeting should resolve now to return to their first 
system-- --- £33 f 5/- for every fox &: cub & 2/6 for 
every eagle young or old that shall be killed 
within this county, and £5 to a person who should kill 
the greatest number-- not below 50--- £4 additional 
premium for numbers not below 40 and £3 for a number 
not below 30, £2 for number not below 20, £1 for number 
not below 10 and £1 for each 10 foxes above the number 
of 50 up to 100 .. Ears & feet to be produced by each 
killer and each killer to take an oath that he actually 
was the killer. The ears etc were immediately burnt 
to prevent any fraud in being exhibited again. 

'). eagles killed to be equal to one fox . ... 
The Meetin a~reed unanimously and told the clerk 
to write to the ministers and tell them to make the 
anouncement at the end of their services 

t arioua accounts were then considered. £6 7 3 for mending 
the windows of the town House 

The Sheriff Officer was paid £1 for apprehending 
Janet & Jean Ross 

A long list ~f people wko could to whom foxf killers 
could present the bod(} of the foxes 

Jail Inverness They considered the letter. Rose had 
also received a l ~tter proposing to establish a4 
Accadem.y for intruction of b outh and asking for help 
in esbablishing it J' 

The meeting deferred coming to any decision on this knotty 

~:~ject. ~ ~ ~ fut ~ x~ ~D.a...JJA; 
~~ ~~Uu ~ C 



1787 
Meeting 30th April 1787 

Sederunt. D.G. Esq of Lothbeg Major Hugh MacKay Baillie 
of Rosehall. Hugh Rose esq, of Aitnearh (7) Chamberlain 
to the Right Honorable Countess of Sutherland. Carrol 
& Capt MathesQn . Hugh M'Culloch Town Clerk 

D.G. Collector of Supply again. 

The 0esa laid for the year was:- 2/6 for each £100 Scots 
valued rent within the said county . 

Next the Fox rtunters appeared 

I 
The numbers were 27 Clyne, Gols:py 14, Dornoch 16 ( 
Rogart 36, Criech (two hunters) 46, Loth 4 
143. Total 

Kildonan & Ass1nt hunters II not compeared" 

The Meeting considered that t ~e ·full salary should be 
g iven to Glyn & Rogart hunters & £8 str: to Criech 
wit h one guinea as premium for t hei r having killed 
the gr e atest number. Dornoch Golspy Lairg & Loth 
not killed enough foxes satisfatory to the meeting . 

gt~!tstiRop~3~~n1vgfk57!ed foxes in those districts may 

The Minister of Assynt Mr 1•1~cKenz1e said that the hunters 
of the Assynt districh had done no oart of his duty 
eith that year of the one previous. and tha t other 
individuals who had killed foxes should get the£/-
on showing the e ~rs. The meeting decided that 5/ -
ought to be paid ~or each fox & cub killed--- on the tiller 
exhibiting the fox ears at the next meeting on August let 
-P--- providing the premiums did not exceed £14 str: 

thereafter the ~reses ( Hggh Rose(Aitneach ?} represented 
0 nthe meeting t hat he had in the course or last 

summer travelled over the greater part of t he country~ 
and everywhere heard gr eat Ulamour & Complaint of the 
loss sustained by foxes & Eagles the people in all 



also Clergy 
& gents: 

1790 

continued . 

D.G. chosen as Collector for ingathering of Land Tax 

The rates of assessment had nearly doubles apparently 
now 4/6 str for every £100 (Scots) valued rent. 

Mr Rose represented that there were a vast number or 
whisky houses over the county at large • The people 
i n general were very much hurt in their (,) as well 
as in their morals.---- they were to consider where 
proper stations in the county at large where Public 
Houses ought to be kept for the reason(,) & accommodation 
of ledgers and that such houses may be licensed according 
to law for such purpose .• ( Other houses to be suppressed.) 

£24 paid to various overseers for the roads about 
£1 to £2 each 

Total of l4"'oxes 339 .1£agles 6 

Meeting at Golspie 15 December 1789. 

The Meeting in the first place consider & expect 
that a br1gge shall be built across the Suth: Kyle or 
firth called •• Porl1chtt(?) or Uulrain of which there has 
been a survey al»eady made under Mr ? Swinton. 

They thought that a surveyor would have lay down the 
line of road, but they knew of no person suitable 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Dornoch 30th April 00. Carroll, Maj Geo Suth: 
Cap: Matheson & Achany. 

Preses John. Gordon of 0arrol 

D. G. Collector of Land 'l'ax. 

& Hugh MCulloch Clerk 

Foxes & Eagles Foxes 334 Eagles K. I{ · 
Premiums now over £100 , 



1780 

... 

1789 

Next they considered the roads & bridges and the police 

The unam: decided that the inhabitants should do 3 days 
statute labour in the summer on the roads. 
Various people were to look after the work, 

Roads of a sort all over the county evidently. 

1780 1788 

Sederunt Lieut Col James Sutherland of Up~at and 
6 other Commissioners their names not given. 

J. S preses and Hugh MCulloch clerk 

Foxes al together fl~3 .l!;agles 13 all in ed::.cii .J~~{t ,.. 
numbers except for Achness where 4 were killed. 

3 in Kildonan 
Many of the Assint & Farr persons with claims could not 
come to the Mee~ing as they wanted to sew their crop and the 
season was so backw~rd 

Again the premiums were altered 25/ for wilking bitch 
nothing for the cubs 

Carrol then made observations on the roads. That they 
were in such a bad state 

Another meeting with more premiums paid for Durness 
including 9 eagles there Altogether 18 making 28 in all 
anoth 78 foxes 321 altogether The eagl~s were all killed 

1n Assint, Erd.rachalis Durness. 9 were killed in 
Durness, 4 in Assynt, none on this side of the county 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Sederunt; D.G. of Osp1sdale . Carroll .• 
Lt Wm Gordon, Uapta1n Alexander Sutherland, 
Matheson, Mr Rose, Cap : Clunes 

Carrol chosen as Presas Hugh MCulloch Clerk. 

Joseph Gordon 
Captain 



1791 

1792 

1793 

1794 

Mr MaCulloch now Sheriff Substitute and David Rose 
Sheriff v1erk Uepute. The Sheriff asked for 
compensation for repairs to the Court House and the 
Clerk Do for getting presses to keep the records. 
£4 10 

The Gaol keeper asked for £1 8 4 for jailers fees 
& dues for John Jain(?) a Prisoner banished the 
county for theft 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Dornoch 30th April 
John Gordon of Carrol. D.G. Joseph Gordon of 
Navidale Cap D. Math of Shiness Cap Gordon 
~lunes of Cracaig Col M Hugh Baillie of Rosehall 1 
Maj Geo Suth: of El.phin. Cap Alexander Suthe(lUUI 
at Culmally & H Houston of Im1111ta. Criech. 

D. G Collector 

Foxes & Eagles . 

Foxes 231 Eagles 29 t2 killed 1n 
Durness & 12 in Ercrachillis •• 3 in Farr 2 1n CLYNE 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

30 April 1792 Carroll D. G Houston Cap Math; 
Mr Fraser Achany Cap Sutherland 

Eagles 19 7 in Farr Foxes 297 
Refers t o Mr Boog the tenant of Skelbo 

24 eagles 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Foxes 279 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



3 

4 

~ -- 5 

6 

7 

At Dornoch 30 July 1794 

Sederunt D.G. Major Gordon ~lunes of Bargybeg 
Hugh Houston of Criech. Wm Munro of Achany 
John Fraser Fraser. Factor on Sutherland estate. 
Clunes Preses & Hugh Mcculloch Clerk 

D.G. to be Collector of Supply for the ingathering of 
the. Land Tax 

The Commissioners Teceived the report of the 
for Fox etc 

198 
68 
80 

340 

Foxes 
bitches 
Cubs 

32 Eagles. 

Repairs to the Town House 

4 

Premiums 

That the present town Ho of D be new roofed with a 
strong roof and slated 
That 2 of the low vaults be sufficiently strongly made 
up aeg~8olec as gaols to receive~ and detain 
prisoners charged with capital crimes and that one of 
these vaults have an 1ron_grate door within that of the 
timber one 
That another of the vaults rece1vea some repair 
by plaistering and putting a glass window in with a new 
door for the accommodation of the Town Guard to prevent 
their abasing~ any part of the upper apartments of 
the house • 
That a sufficient stair be built with an iron II revel Cd 11 

(?) ~m the ground to the upper apartments. 
That e door to the east gable be set apartllMillit. for 
the ourt Room having a Bench erected to the Gable for 
the Judges--- a.round seat (l\ettfl4?) with a table 
thereto aff•xed for the Clerks & other members of the 
Court & 2 seats in a~- each pew behind such round 
seat for witnesses & others necessariy attending & 
that such as is occupied by the bench & seats be 
deal floored and th&.whobe be encircled with a timber 
circl1of 4½ feet and 9 timber rails of~ 4 feet above 
the timber circle. The entrance to the Court ttoom 
being by a door of the same kind of railling. 
That the Court Room be II coum? 11 ceiled to the first 
joisting and the whole court room plaistered. 

That the 2 rooms west from the Court Ho. ehtry( each 



of them having now fireplaces) to be fitted up as 
hereinafter directed for the accommodation of prisoners 
for debt & other U1v11 matters. That is that the 
south room be plaistered deal floored and 40»Q~W 
coum celled with plaister and that the north room 
receive the s ~me repair as to plaister and coum ceiling 

but that the noor be laid w: earth & stone 

8 That garret room above sai~ 2 prisons be made up 
by a partition with a stair l eading therto plaistered 
& coumceiled with plaister and that for the accommodation 
of the , and for keeping of the Burgh & Council 
records tavvevn"(1lvtugvvpirvvv~~rtllgVJtvvvp-ava1rv 
e~mpa~:tm:imts x a storm window to be put in the S. side 
as additional lights with the one already in the gable 
and that the room be furnished with a table and chairs. 

9 That as the ~ounty has alreaay provided the ~heriff 
Clerk with two large presses for keeping the Sheriff 
~curt recoras. Therebe a large press containing 4 
separate appartmente to be made with shelves • ( as the 
Clerks shall direct to contain the Commissary bupply 
Justices of the Feace & Burgh records separately each 
separate ke eping having separ ate locks and 



H.M. MacKay 
f
Nates on the Ancient Tolbooth's o ~ornocn. 

p 1 At least 4 successive buildings 

1 The building in rl1gh St to the North East of the 
Cathedral, wholly or partly pulled down in 1730 

2. The buildi ng erected on the same site in 1730 
pulled down in 1813 

3 0astle of Dornoch used at interim 1814 ~o 1830 

4 present buildings, the Court House erected in 1840-50 
and the Jail in 1842-43. 

See Minutes of meeting quoted by MacKay 

To pull down t he old Council house and to build a new 
Town house,consisting of a grand council house 
a Gentleman prison and Clerk's room with 4 shov.s in the 
lower story & ane stairs ascending in t he outer' 

MacKay t h inks that this building wa s never entirely 
erected but only partly rebuilt, but that possibly the 
vouncil house suffered damage in 1746 {Cromartf) 

At any rate the build i ng was not completed in 1750 

Quoting a minute 18th June 1750 

In this it says Llugh Gordon of Carrol wa s one of the 
vouncillors of the Burgh. baillie ~ohn Gordon of 
Golspie Tower was LJr John Gordon. 




