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Visit of Lord Lovat to Strathnaver 1669

" My Lord Lovat this June took a progress north to
perform his long pramiped visit to Strethnaver,haveing
approinted a select number of his kindgred to wait upon
him,” such as young Struy,Culbokie,Culduthel and many of
hise Vaasalts. ""The"convoy wag honorable gnd splendid
and were sultably respested all allong the roade in
their jurnay.: He was tresnted the First nizht at Fowles,
a tpue-Hearted Fraser; rros Liuenceforward the Laird of
Foules convoged him through his own country,and was
treatéd to a- hlgh,i ree in every famely of the Monroes,
to the Brig of Alnes,and _every gentlemean comnvoying
him from'his owfd Housé ro Sir George Monroes at New
Move,wHo told him at his own gate,My Lord Lovat, yow are
now in your own country; the Lpird of Foules is a Fraser,
and be'surs I 'am oné too; yow are welcomé to my house,
and be sure my wife will welcom yow and .all your train.
We will delivar yow tomorrow to ‘the Rogsgesg, and if
they fail in"any duty to your Tordshilp we will wait

--upon yow ovér-the Large ( Lairg) into Sutherland.
I am & 8oldiéy , " my ent: rtainment will be course but

--wary cordfiall, “and yow aré suré of the hifd@den dish:
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a free welcom The Presbiterian Ledy, Christina

Hamilton, §éconded her hdeband's invitation, telling

Lovat - that he;uhouse was his own,and to take it so,that

‘He would Tindevéry step of hisg entertainment a con-
~-firm&tiow of the real affection which the lMNonroes had for

.*hiBs person 'and kindred. and to make usea of hig own

zRapkimt chaplens witlin ‘her famely; this was the greatest
complement. of ‘all,whixhk myself was witness.offf. The
next morrow my uord went to Ballnigown,and Sir George

" Monro waited upon him thither§in the afterncon 4e toolk
1leave of kXX Lovat, returning homs agzin with his

friends, BalnigoWn and a select number of his friends
walted uppon ' my Tord TLovat over the Lairg and Mickle-
-ferry of Portincouter,” and sc to Lounrobbtin;and paying
his complement to his cousin,the Larle of Sutherland
went’ in to Cathnes,and at ﬁmrabstar visited' vogtor ,

- Patrick Forbes,my Lord Hishop,dnd stayed with him that

nisht'’, antd mh!qporrow who a2t parting told Lovat, My
Lord your ﬂerson and parts sre so charminm that I
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wished to have enjoyed yow you ‘onger,known yow

“soonér of never-. ( Latin guote) Such a- high epithet, given
by the zood Bishop .to a young nobleman of 80 -

_Bhort an_acquaintance,was _and evidenee and indication L
not-onely o Wis _ripe jgdgément ;.. but. also .of his

true affece¢tion and respect to himl Tor. . which he signifiled
his deep resentment and hearty thanks to his Lordshiq
and so parted with his blissing ; and takeing

(*his: next, stage was to THhearso East to visit the farle

- of Uathnes,where he got a foble resception. My Lady,
beinea Argiles daughter~—-—é--—- Few in_ Seotland have such gr
grandeur,all manner of recreation and divertisment without
and within ,gameing and play,and one of the finest

librarie 1n the nation, '—==------ These two young noblemen
after a whole weekes converse together,they part with

gsome reluctancy,urbanity and civility being the compass

of soclety, for a mans converssation ought-te be with

these by whom he may accomplish himselfe hest,---

' Mt Tord now heagtens for strathnave,as his pe plus ultra,

though 1t did not reach as far as Ultima Thule_-— The

moftern name is strathnavern,signifying a vally by
Navern.,the river giveing 1t true demomination and title,

‘the barl of Sutherland was supsrior of this country,and

His eldest sone 1s designed from 4t Lord oirathnaver.

The chief inhabitant here are the Mackypes, wha are

desgigned from their lands in Farr, but .Anno 1625, 3ir

Donald M'kye was designed ™ of Strathnaver, and made

an~a baronet by King James,and ih the year 1631 was

craa®Bd Lord Rae by Iing Charles I from a place

belonging to hin in the country of Cafthness holding of the
King. =—=---=-- .The Lord Ray contrived sll manner oa :
"sport and recreatien to divsrt his dear Lovabt,as hdr
tearmeidh #* sometines out at .s-ssa in HBergesd

afishing, sometimes . hauke ing and hunting, sometimes

arching at butts and bowmarka lumning daneing -

wrestling .,dapedag---- ;9 ord ha& hig trumpeter

Hans Adam,and his expere f£idler;Hugh Yhishdlm, with

him. At lagt, the geason appraaching,they went

‘to the hills.. All the gentlemen of the name oIl

M'ky conveend; and so to the deer hunting, for my

Lord Ray hath the finest and richest forest in the

kingdom for deer and reas. their number and nQmblenes:

and some of them thought their luck was singular,because
Lovat was there,and highlanders obaerve that short lived men h
have great luck of venison; and =2las! so it appeared, for
[ he ;1ivea short after this, ]
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