
I 
D. " . ~ni :4ckenzie, Delvine . 

'i'ime of dearth . 
rune I 783 . 
--" I am e i&:ce~dinp;ly sorry for the dismal state of your 

I 

co·.mtry for \·ant of' vi tu·;1.l and its 2n unfortunate 

circumstance t1-iat ti,e price hq,s now risen and that too hy 

bein ord u--ed from tl1is pl!lce immediately, w}1en hy a more 

timeous notice we mirht h ve saved a comsiderable part of 

the price by ordering it from t'rie country when it is cheaper . 

( R.cKenz ie . ) 

1) . G. already on the 4th •··arch -- - -- 11 I am P-reatly 
distressed to ,,.et. t 11e people on tFie estate of Skelbo 
supplied with vitual for t~eir su~Do~ t and seeding the 
-round, from the failure of the cron 11) he rii"'hland parts 
their demand be~an so early ,, s ::ovembe:qand h9Ve done my best to 
providd for them hith9rto and have some reserve for seed, 
the nothin· equal to what will be required of hear, but 
the reserve for their maintainance is almost at an end 
numb •rs on tl1e coast are now become ne'3.r,.y in the same 
distress wit'ri the hi-hlanders, their stock bein now ex~amsted 
No vitual can be had from t'rie neighbourina- counties and 
no relief to be procured form the south, I never witnessed 
so Much distress nnd scarcity . We have been some time been 
kept in expectat· n of car~oes being brouqht from the 
south, hut have now no ho-oe of :my hu~ w11at may come by Col. 
Sutherland, qnd when it -:irrives I forsee t11e demand upon 
hime for t'l-J.e estate of Sut herlar-d to J.-..e so much t'1at he cab 
have b~t li tle for any oth~r . This puts Me under the 
necessity of apnlyin: to yo1 for two hundred bolls for t'rie 
Skelbo tennants, to he sent wtt'ri the first sh~p that comes 
wi"'rJ. Col. Sutherl ~nd -----
-- vi twi1 r,1rnt ,. e o-iven to somA to keep them in life of 

which there will be~littl e or no chance of pay Rnd I 11one 
it will be reasonable to my constituents the Court of 
session trita in such ~n unco~mon scRrci ty I could not 
be subjected to suc'rJ. hazards; and t~qt the money f0r the 
purchase requires be advance dby the creditors stock . 

Reply.Yackenzie. 
I5 I-arch r783 . 

--------- J<'rom wriat you state of t11e scarctty of vitual 
my advice to you would ~e to ord r ~ car~o from Leith 
for yourself and sucri of you nei~hbours as you wi sh to 
serve, no oatmeal C"l.n be got but pease, rve or "'.lrlv i..eal 
is r l enty from IS/- % B. or t~e white pe;se rain ;bout I9/-6 
w½ich would he sti1l cheaper as a boll of pease wDuld 

C 



• 

produce ~JV~ W ~ ~~ -n~~~ when ~r1nded down . -- Qear 
seed i s ill to ...,e e;ot here 8.8 oar.LJ -... .... -pnArall used. --

21 April 
D. r,. • 

-- I am 
WPlJ fr~,m 

wel l plepsed to hear thRt there is a vessel on hAr 
Leith wi th uerman bear 

bar ley or hear was also sent form Le1th 



ITEJlfS FRO¥ D. G. 1 s D~Y BOOK. 

1775 . 
1776 . 

1774 . 

Fox ears •••••••••••••••• 
raylor &Skinn~rs 
survey of the roads •...•• 
William liunro . Rhives. 

S. s . d . 
5 . 

I6. 6 . ? 

l. rr . cart wheels 
frm London . • ••••••.••••• ~ •. H+ • 

I774. Rent of Yil~ote •• ~•••••••~9.IO. 0 

1776 . A sow from Junrohin....... 9 . 
!778- 9. Window duty. Dunrob1.n 

Hottse ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 . I S . 
I778. Two half- ,...uinea s se "'t to 1,qve 
~heir bP.llance ascertained. l. I 
1777 . qe~t 0f Wester Belmsd~le 

far ~ iss Baby Gr9y . 
I777 a pipe of Dort from 

Portsoy . . .. ....... .. .. •• 
Carr. frm 9rora. 

8 . I6. 
r. 6 

I777 two oxen frm. Dunrobin 
for carti"'ln- . 

1777 acc . for wheelbarrow 

II 
wheels f)r ro~ds . 
Ankey, gin . , , 

1779. Polson of ~art~"ore 
an ox. 

II. II. 

_I. IR. 

3 . . . 
II A pi:rie of port . 8. ?. 6 . 

4 doz due • . 

r77q I?3 leg of beeO~ 3~d lh. 
Ox. • ••..•.•••••.••....• 

I78I. I /\nker brahdy 1 
I Rrium, I Gin, . , • , 
4lhs te,, . 

II 

II 

2P ... s : Congo.J 
31 "bs Susan('!' • " 

'T'ea surar • . 
Tea. Clunes . • ., 

2.6 . 2. 

r .14. 
2.ro . 

3 . 3. 
3 . ro . 
5 . T9. 

T77T . 

Snuff 

'I'wo ridinri: horses 
:from Kilmote. 

for t~e servants of 
I2 .. 

.,. ot11.heg . 
• 



-
,# -

D. f"!. . ;) \ v BOOK • 

June I78I 

I782 

!883 

•• Small for ·r Juncan Dornoch .......... ... 
Spent A.t Bar r ' s F-air .•••.•••••••.•••• •• 

To Don . Bruce, 5lbs ~n~l ish 
tallow 
Snent at mer chat . 

Ja~e Sutherland ~ousemaid, 
fees from ~art . I7AO to 
Whi t . I78T . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ....... .. . 

. ........... . 

£ 

Snent at inn qt Junbeath •••.•. .... • • . •.. 
Bruce, cowheqrd f or shoes 2/-

fees Ip-
Jean Sutherl~nd Housemaid for shoes ••• • •••• 
'ro woman for 5 months spinning wool •••. • ••• 

in the hou•·e . 
To Collin Buy ' s D:=tu . for a. yer>.r ' s fees 

s d 
3 . 6 
5 . ,.<. 

I . 6 . 
2 . 9 . 

6 . 6 . 

2 . C 

3. 6. 
3. 
8. 6 . 

as servant in the house . 
S~ent ~t Dornoch 2/f TobRcco Ip-

........ I3. 6 

Lost at cards . • . . .......... • 
To G-eo . acDh : leaver,]olsnie 

forwe2vin 2" yds of (hll 9 ) 

3. 6 
3. 

sRtin Made in t~e house . I . t . 
To the Dyster at Fro~R f~r dying 

( q V ds hlk sat in 9 ) •••• •• •• •••• 

~or ~ettin" my watch ~ended • . •.•.•• • . .• • . 
For two ye rs vardRn seeds 

r<'or solin/'.5 l71Y ~dinbur,.,.11 hoots • .•••••. • • 
For Rn anker of norter ••••••••••••• • ••· 

5 . 
6. 6 

3. t=_ 

rs . 6. 

I 
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Gordon 335 

15 

Robert Gordon and MacKay, romising to revea all 

he knew if they would procure him his liberty. The 

next day he was brought before the Council and testified 

th"'t the Earl of Cait ness had made his br~ther burn the 

cornst~c~s. \lexander Gunn, his cousin was ex mined 

at the same time and ga.ve an account i' C greed. with 

his ' cousins in every particular. n t tho "' "'e her 

nn/nor 
. 

Joh 
,., lex· nder were gui ty, theu were · oth 

returned to nriaon after the exami tior.. 

k~ l.O ~~ i\~ "\ 
is +he E"'rl of C ithness stil d"td not deliverll!J 

up '\lt!xander Guri, he ·md Lord e were declared 
~ ' rebe1 :ts. and 01,+1 "Wed·/ ;'.U' neor,.,.e and his s·on• were 

r:;ed and s 1m'Iloned b 1 r Lord Forbes to appe"r . er son-

s 

n ort 

terms 

tak1n 

efore tl1e justic~ i n Edinbur 

. "'------------
in t e rno!'th of 

t0 "ns •er the chnr e of c~te n~ the corn at 

be burnt. or nerr dale then 8.de n.nother 
I 

... 0 ec me reconc p w th Lot_Forbes on his n\"•n 

·rar RobPr"- Gordon hnd left Ed n ur h aA :e 

w-~ t h !") H,.,cKay, wb~CW8BCffC~81lrrlEed 




