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s Matter il - the  people ol this
FLET Ly country did not grumble & little

3 About the eensus and il they fuiled
- i o demand the assursnces 1o which

= - lthey  are etititfed—and  go bo
F o demtanding  until ther  redeived
& 3 = them. In an epetation like: the

SL e censtls, - which idvolves recor
; a tair amoant of personal informa-
Ction and spending @ very large
X | amaint of public money~—£1}oe
b : et *—peoplicoucht (o demund the fir-
D s mest possible assurances that tis
: = ¢ formation they give will not. be
¢ o, misused and. also. that it will be
ik 7 used Tor specific, wa,cucal pur-

! poses.

4 Lo TR Iisug - of cnnilﬂcuunmy,
i ahly  has  rightly atwacied 50
L much atiention ‘over the past few:
i

'
ik

davs, hus thice quite distinct as-
pects, First is the apprehension
i : . that, i some wav orother, thein
L ! formation pedple mit on  records
RSl o mught be used eem.»l them by the
B o, - Government ar ™ the authorities ™,
g .. On this, the Goverament (hoth the
| present and thejast, like every pre-
__Nigys mmmmrmqm have gugran-
X tecd thar information about indic
g e } uﬂ vidual people op families will in no
VT g /I l'u-l

- aGthority, or amy person, outsige

rE

¥

- puarantee siands, sbsvlule, Buo
! what, the crities ask. about some
- | hypothetical ‘mulevolent Govern-
. ment in the future? There js little
anformation asked forin the census
. which cowld be used against peopie
= by the Ciovernnezni, ceniral ‘or
' docal, and much of what there is
will soon-—{rom the individual
poifit of view—he out of date,
There is a fear. too, that the
advent of the computer has in some
way jncreased the supposed ducger.
This 15 not s0, Siice no pumes or
L addresses are fed into the com-
~oputers ilg wae (for the third time)
| means no more thin greater speed
, and efliciency in processing.  Kien
- tified irdividual data remain, as
=1 always, in the paper records and
oooteven if this year's, Censlls were, a5
. has hccn suggested, a " step i the

PP = R SR

SF S

l.he

eircumstances be teleased to any

the censiiz organization itself. Thut .

2’, “dld' -_—
whkh l.lf ¢l s not- it would
be et the first step bul the seven

uéul};

SEEE Wb fear af gowsip b
mc snumecators. It is. 1 hope, by
now  widelyv krown that' they wie
Tequited W give a leaally bhinding
iadertaking ot &0 disclose anv
infermation,
retirns, \mh heavy penalties for
any. bresich, - It is! perhups less
wik nawe. that there has bean
lide o qo difficully in recruiting
enumerators. with the result thit it
hus been  possibie to pick and
choose for the job Tesponsible
pwple With whom ane can svmpa-
thize il they are welined to resens
what has 100 often boer: snid about
them. And, in anv case. il the
enumerator i knows te the house-
huldcr and if the housenolder

‘the envmerator's <ee-
iﬁ e form. it iay be cent direct
10 the district Census Gibeer. (But
How many people, ore woniders,
really wmind ! Not lop meny,. it

st be hopr.i. because this pro-
iip-the

cedure s boind o push
COST_ T sloW down ilie speed, uf
producing the statistical outpal)
A third apprehension is that
census  data ahout identified or
rdmuf able people will- be splg 1o

cammereizl undertalings ™. Here
agait. an absoliite 2u rrantes has
been given' that no information
aboup fdentified people of house-
hotds will be releaSed

ldentifiuble. then” Nothing will
be velcased hut statistical tabula-
tions which will give the general
eharacteristies of the population of
given arens aod it is difficolt 19
soe that there is any valig obnétmn
10 releas! ng dita which will show.
for exampie, Whene there are pools
of potenttal labour—econemically
inactive wonmen.  perhaps.  who
msght be artrucied” into employs
ment in & shop or & fuctory—-on
ponls of potential customets of a

particdlar type {age-group, eco=

nomic status), Bul the statisticians
planning the census have gone o
a very great deal of tmublc 1 mﬁLe

sure—hy

denved. from census -

establishing thiesholds r
(in terms of numbers of housee. |
Lulds) “bencath which even the

" statiseics released ape very restricted

indeed~that - -these  anoaymous &
staistien cannot. disclose, even in &
sowmil areas.  information  about =
dentitiable peaple. 8
It has bean sugeested that by rune e
ning cempuier fapes of cenils
statistics against nume-and-addresy
tapes derpved from the. eiectaral -
registers or elscwhere it would be: -
possihle o detect - informatien
about identifiable individuals. But
we ate satisfied that there is no way
in which statistion] aggregites com.
be run against indivigoal listings ©
in such a way as to praduce data -
abont individual people. Neverthe-
less, 1o make assurunce even more
sure, we aré taking wp an oficr o |
discuss the whole broblem with
independent compuler eXperis. A
‘The best guarantee of the rele- |
vance  and nnEor:a}r‘nc of the!
topicy covered by fhe <censes. s
the fact that they were dﬁbaledh :
and approyed by both Houses of T ©
Parbzment; On 3 Scocnd omimw
the actunl wording of the ques-
tions was submitied to Pacliament |

s

and lay for 40 days unchallensed. &

In: an article of tolirable com="
pass it is hardly possible to) dis-
cise i enough detail the reasona
why each of these 29 main ques~ |
tions thwo more than in 1961} ars
being asked or o Jdo- more than
iliustrate - those . reasons Iy !
examples, Clearest, perhips are the |
hasic demographic quesiions ui the
Pegipnihg of seciion B—age, sex, &
marita) condition and relation o

head of hovsehold— which are

essential brnt!-rmnrks for. this pro-
duction of annrsl populadion esti-= -
mates and which., in combingiion |
with 'B.25 and B24 {dates of
mutriaze and of birthy ol ¢hildren
within marrisge).  willl " provide
valliable new dita for the anoual
K; pulation  projections  produced
y the Goveruiment Aclyscy im
consilration with ourselves.

The estumates of vorrant Toeal
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Eacheguer grants to, focal :
- ligs “are - valculated  and R

. posiible 10 cxapgerate, the impor-
o lanee,  for  capdal ;. iivestment
© (houses, schools, higher ediation
- hospitals) and for the gevelopme
of gocial ‘services and

38 rd-h.I:in the
present sl facts van- make
- them. ' 4 -“?:1-‘ :

4 Clear again are the
.. secking the housing ‘dath:
tion A How would it be poss:
¢ without kaowledze of the facts on
& the quantity, quality and variety
 of 1eaure of the existing housin
stock, apd of the density at whicz
! itis occupied, to develop a coherent
* housing policy at either nationa] or

iocal fevel? :
Next on the form come the ques-

1 tons, B9 and 10, directed to

3 identifying the imm.grant commu-
nities. Here ones on mt;m'

ardly necessary 1o point oub, i _- of 1 facts that can make pos- |
' aibl: intelligent forecasts of future

‘
; ad industry, of,
making the population -pjr_;!_iet:l.ic!:&EL :

.

mad 10 por cent®
per aent |

it is onfy a basis,

S Mmovements: s~ mot

L popu
L' merely population as 4 whale but

particular seciors of it like the?’
labour force, children. the oid-~ ..
which are obviously essential for |

Planning in the widest sense, :
- Infarmation on jcurnay 't work

iz clearly indispencable for traffic
pianning. Indeed other travel data |
" to shop, for recreat- |

don--would have been of much

vilue but would have overloaded |
the form and were (with a mass of
other suggested topics) rejected.  ©

This Joaves two topics. educat- |
ion and occupation, which are n |
some ways rather closely con- |
nected. " A" levels, substituted |
for the oucstion jw earlier cen- |
suses on ferminal education age, |
shiows  the pumbers of  people |

ground because 1hey probably have

4

Nting a3 iy educated at sixth fopn ievel and |
il approheosion about mmﬂ i ) qus provides .
census, [ canpet do better than ““%“.!"‘ W#‘ﬁ“ kejof “the 4
auote twn cm “ de b"- TocK- “maapower- gnd E
THE COmmumty  Relations Com- i ions |
_mission itsell. ¥ [ belisve thap the
collation of statistics by the census
will enable us to the
| immigranis in our midst-their .
T e e e D
a won of it female, an ial
: children. With this knowledge we ok
can wrongs, for we shall
at deast equipped  with the
facts.” And, a few days age, "It
would be particolatly sad if immi-
| grants were fo look on the census
. as a threat to their security. It is
1-lhe very reverse,  The truth: set
- forth in fucts and figures 18 our
. chief weapon and | urge them to
L wse " Conld anyone be more
. emphatic ?
+ Questions B11 and 12--sddress
one year and iive vears ago--afe
| designed 1o asplay the patterns of
Hrac g m’qrgﬁon- within the country. The
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