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Expenditure on roads is the second 

County Council ~~r 1954-55,being 
~OJ>/ lu. ~Ii•ro '-i-T 

!ducation; it k ~so compare the 

largest item in the 

exceeded only by 
today 

large sums needed 

for upkeep and repair only with the ctost of making the 
I 

,- first roads in at therland in the early part of the n~neteenth 

century. 
~ ~-~w.· -1w~~ ;> 

rlJ, 0,/'the the beginning of the century,Sutherland was 

roadless and there was only one bri@g8 in the county,that 
s 

at BrocW'a.Travellers from the south,having braved the risks 

and disco,,&rts of crossing the firth by the Meikle • 

Ferry,when they landed,had as their only guide
1
the greener 

appearance of the surface and the ruts which marked the 
I 

p.l~och line for a carra~e to follow, J The road from Golspie to 

the Ord was no better than a rough and dangerous pathway 

Sage. P. i09runn1ng by the sea shore. -l- ( ~ 2-

I.t llB:13 (the setting up of the Parliamentary Commission 

for Highland Roads and Bridges,-aa=t brought about the change 1 7 
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from these primitive conditions. The genius and energy 

of Telford were employed in making a general survey of 

the Highlands,and his reports and recommendations enabled 

the Commissioners to direct succe~sfully the greatest 
(..u.rJ' 'c'iJ 

2 

public works yet unde~taken in the Highlands. Neverthe -less • many difficulties were encouµtered in laying the foundations 

of a pi2tper road system in Sutherland. ~r7 

There were no large contracting firms such as XIIX we 

~ Mitchell know to-day. Contracts were taken up by proprietors and 
Vol 1. $ • 
P.30 large farmers who knew nothing of roadmaking themselves 

Loch 

and gave out sub-contracts to masons and others who had 

not always sufficient,a knowledge of the financial side 

of their business to avoid difficulties in the payment 

of their men and in collecting materials . 

. r, 
Work on the roads was beg~ in 1801, half the expense 

being met by the Parliamentary Commissioners and the other 

half by a _ces~ on the whole county. The cost of the road 
r 

from the Ord to, Golspie was estimated~ a~ £10,000, aM-

1,he continuation of the road from 
t, :>. $-q. " 

Ferry tq Cri~cg co~t £5,~, ~s 

~ ~ ,'<>1-~ 

Golspie b_y the Little - . , 

three bridges at Evelix 
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{t£o:i,. 
0spisdale and Spinningdale for £544 . Six smaller bridges 

on this road were contracted for at £100! 1' Th~~ rry was 
u.)ClP 

of..eo'Uf""Se i n use until the completion of the Mound and its 

approaches in 18~§. As first planned this road reached 
i 

the shores ~f th~ Firth be~ow Cri~ch House, where there 

was a favourite c~ossing for the cattle droves on their 

to the southern markets, but Telford after 

a careful survey dec.ided it:i favour of h%xx«s:xs:1u~:a;:t1111ixx 
. ' . ~c 

~~~~~•xx bridging tne firth a t Bonar . . '1 
Th~ first report of the Local Committee for Super-

-intending the work on the Cr1ech road is dated M~y 1.bth, . . . . , .. .. . . . 

3 

18_10. Th~~ memb~rs of t~e Comm!ttee,wh_o inclu.~ed a Mr Cowie, 

representing the Commissioners,met"at the aide of the intended 
'i.~4.l.>' w.,-...: ' . . . 

new bridge at Evelix,where the contractors had proceeded . . . 
no further than the quarrying of atones for it" Proceeding 

westward, for the road from ~velix to the Little Fe~ry was 

as ye_t hardly begun, the committee expmined the work in 
.. ., .. " . 

progress . They found fault with the foundations of the 
.... . .. 

road,which had too large a .mixture o~ clay,wi~h the road 

drains which tqey compained were too narrow and with the 

\~U- . 
~J. 
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workmen whom they said were not careful enough to seperate 

the sand from the gravel they were laying on the surface . 

The contractors were working on the section at the end 
. LLu.u~,~ 

of the oakwood on the 'Ledmore,where the Commit tee thought . . ~-
that parapets were needed to travell&rs on the steepest part 

of the hill~ide . Fi~ally the, obje~ted- -- wi~h some reason-

to the unfortunate Mr Cowie havtng taken up his residence 

at Gol~1e,at such a dista~ce fr~m the work in hand that 

his inspections could be neither frequent nor effective . 

Large gangs of men aw,ear to hav.e be.en wo1 k.tng 
,1.. 

on the road, the mes ef ever 60 appreaing on tbe pa~ ·~ 
R~e,eta at Sp1 nn1&:l6<hile-r One wonders who were John Smith, i- ~", ~ 

OQ.tk ~ e,a.,~&,t.cU) ~\.A., ~""-.,WY\t.{, p ~ r,.J y 

Blames Fr.aser, "Donald Munro and many others, wer.e t l1ey_ 
' A • 

local m~n, or had they come from a distance attracted 

by the regular w9rk a~d t~e wage which averaged 1/~ to 

2/- a d8:Y • A typical account of the wages earned 1a tha~ . -
sent in by John Hay,mason, for work on the bri~e over 

i . . 
tqe Autgarve burn at Oapisd&le :-

~ . 

April :?9 1811-

To John Bay,Mason .Hewing 1.20 fee t 
of coping at 9d per fo ot 

Time wrought a.t the bl'idge 
5 days a.t 3/4d 
Two .1ourne:vmen J½ ri~y s ~ 30- J. 
i labourer 2f ~aye @ 1,6 ,.._ 

·'). \ .. 

• •• ! •• £4. lQ . 

. . ..... ~l 19. 8d 
379 



The local smiths must have been kept busy making new tools 

fo~ the roadmen and repairing and sharpening old ones. Donald 

Grant
1
sm1th at Embo, made 18 new picks wei~hing aboµt 11 lbs 

apiece at 8~4, • Whe
4
llbarrows w.ere al~o mad~ locally and cost 

,r 

from ·J'.3/- to 16/- each, bu:t tool~ Wf?re also bought in Tain,~ o1 
the 

brought by sea from Leith in one of those small ships RIIZ}ll~JROC 
I\ • • - • .. 

mnxekexc~satuxtxa~ex which carried anything from a load of 

meal JO)' um!t5" a. cas~ o; books ~or the ~1n1stej~ I! box of. 

fine china fqr Lord Ashburton at Rosehall. 

Meal for the workmen was an important item. For the men 

tvelix- ~ iech road it was stored at Cyder Hall in the care 

of one Alexander Ro~e, who. signs himself " woodJ_reeper". , 

Before the Criach Road wa£ finished the road to Tongue 

was alr~ady in h~d. This was no~ completed until about 1819, 
ct t .a.,,r CJ...,,(n/·~- ·r1 t-.._ crtµ 
The w11:,d coun~ry it oper1:ed up neces.si tated ~he builq_ing of 

barracks fo7 the workmen and the d!ificulties of g et~ing food 

and supplies to them mu~t have be~n gre~t. Li~e f9r t~e masons, 

co~ls forth~ smi~h,gunpo~der fqr th:e 11blow~rs" ,meal a~d tool~ 

for the men,almost everything came by sea. Meal was bought in . ~ 
Caithness in large quantities,~ typical purchase ~w~s 245½ bolls 

bought from Ja~es Craig,vitual merchant at Thurso in 1814. and ~ 
' -
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,,. /;:;.. ,q71 ·- (JJ ~) /' 

f , r l C@J L " ' tuiJ b n " 0..( --· 
l'7 . ....-, , ~ ._...~ -~ (/ '1> b 1,,, ~ tJ . .,t.(,v'\. I ;:vv, .. ~ 
fd"'fJv•Cv r~hJ"/0 , .. f,::> , th '1 

ii~ LJ.). ~ ' \ I) (µ.,fl..( l~ Jtt 1- l(l tl - kcSo . tit I ~ u.:,eu0 ~a · ~ ~vvr ,.·-:;:,_ ~ ....,.,-~ o· 11 ; . l 
e c,~~~1iq f' JI~ f\ J~t/7w .,,--_¾ , (QJ{l ~;91 

(JU.I. t# ~ 1 ~/µ ~ -r 
s~ ~hipped to Tongue 1n the sloop Betsy of Rispond. 

She also carried 6 doz pick handles and 24 wheel barrows. at . . 

21/- each. This was expensive but then the wheel barr ows ,, 

were made by Alexander MacKidd, whom Craig calls "the fini t 

tradesman in the country" at?,d h~ say~ they are. wort?, the " . price. The me~l w~s sto~ed a~ Tong~e an~ carri~d on hoEse-

back to the. men as required. Neverthe less Lewis Clark, 

contractor, wr1 ting 9n Ju?e 16_th 181~, compla_1ns that ~e has 

only fo-qr days provision in hand for 150 men and that they 
. , . . ~- . . IJ. 

had had no salt for a fortnight,~ which wa~ a . hardship to them . 
. . ,AC 

Lewis Clerk was on~ of those wno came ~o grief with his 
• 

contract. H1s bridge at Lettermore had to be rebuilt and he . . 

himself, ailing qnd wretched wr~tes f~om Al~ess that th~ is_ 
u MCL--

redu~ed tQ teaGhing ~ pa~cel 9f chi~dren with no salary:-"'"His . ' 

contract h:ad ~o b~ finished by tw<? other maso_ns. tur:. . /6a~ 
/ .(\~~ ,~~~ i .. . · ;\r~ ,..,_, J.,,, 7~™ <J~~':'f~, ~ ,~ \ QX;\" t'V~ ...., u Y\J" \:,'"'\..J'- L~ U.J. ~ • . • ~ '<fb. 'P,1_ 

Bona.D Br~dge w~s begun in. 1Bi1 an~ finiphed n 
, Ii'~] 

~ ,th,e co~st ro~d wa!3 finis:ied a~d ~h~ f11our:d wa!3 opeIJ.~ ~ /JJ" 

twzlS~0xsx~xzxgxtwextme~zx in 18~6, b~t t~e\i~st w~s still 

cut off fro~ the r est of the county. Lord Ashburton was 

making gr~at i~pro~[Jlent

0

s ~~ Rose~aly reb~ilding. his house 

after a d1sastrou_s fire_,plant_ing amt/makiI?,g ne_w ro~ds aQ.d 

&It as ~ L-ec..J- [va.,o l:l, C/)I- "l.~e- fu 
cm._.,_,_,_..) ~ -~ .,; /ull, ii_~ 

1, & '"J 
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bridges on his estate , but he still had to ford the Shin 

river or go down to Bonar by water1in his boat the Anna 

Maria. ~ 2 s .,... 

The Shin bridge was bull t by Messrs Munson and Mac
.. ,s ..... 

-Farlane in 1822. It was des1g~ed by Joh~ Mitchell, Telford's 

6hief Inspector,who made fre~uebt ~eports Qn its progress . 
. t-~t~ (b--~~ . 

70 men were employed on the~ including 20 masons and 4 
~I\, . 

carpenters, Mitchell passed on a request by the contract~rs 

that they migh~ be allow~d to br~ng t~~one ~or the arches . . . . . . . 
from t:q.e Mo~ay Fr;th,just below Cad~oll Ho~se and this request 

was gra~ted on condi ~ion,t(tha.t the same stone was 

the stripg COU~88 a~d t~e ~DK}!!RtBZXZ COP.ing Of 

used for !Jg. 
th~ pq-apet a. 

I l(o 

Ev~n bef.ore the roaq.s were completed the 1uestion of 

repairs began t9 arj_se . . John Mitchell died__ln 18_24, wo~n 
~O&.Jw ~ ~ ~~ c..o-.-t~- ~{µn.J 

out by the ceaseless travelling aNocxe~~BJl[X&xt~ 1,.n.-any 

j; ba.V~er. ije w~s succ?eded by his son !oseph Mitchell at a 

salary of 5~6a a year., plus 11/- per day for travelling 
I • • ~ -~-q~ • • • '4 

chai:~es and 8~ a mil_e. ;;n hi~s first year h~ travel_le/ ,526 

miles~ ut he was a young man and conditions for him were ~ 
. . ·~✓- . 

much easier than they had bee_n fo1: hi~s fat~er .1 n. the . earl! 

years woen uzxxaxl!IIJJXCQCK<ixrim:xtNRxiKXR~am~•~xidaxxthe ro4ds 

w~re still unmai}-e/ 
'' ~3 1 ~I 

• 
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