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THE DISAPPEARANCE OF BIRDS.—As the face of Eng- |
Jand is altered by the progress of drainage ‘and the

cutting down of woods and copses, the birds which were
formerly numerous amongst us, and enjoyed the solitude
which fen and forest afforded them, are gradually dis-
appearing. Some may even be regarded as practically
extinct, appearing only once or twice a-year in the form
of torlorn wanderers who have lost their way on their
passage, or some venerable bird striving in vain to dis-
cover the spot where as a nestling it was hatched and
reared. If we search England through, we shall pro-
bably find that it possesses as many birds now as it did
a century ago; but the catalogue haslost that awable
variety which then existed. There are more partridges
in our fields and innumerably more pheasants in our
copses ; but the rarer birds of the fen and the forest
have ceased to dwell with us. The heron still lingers,
being in some places protected ; but the stork and the
crane have gone; and the bittern comes to us only as a
rare visitant. Theavocet, the spoonbill, the stilt-plover,
and other forms of exquisite beauty, are now all but
banished from Great Britain, only occurring as rare and
exceptional immigrants at uncertain periods. —C’hm
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