
··"'\'.:• :- .... -~· ..• ·:-:· ,: .. , . .,.,. .. --:.~......:~·-···~' ,:,.._., ~ 

. .. ·;·THIS" · 1s ·: MY·· cou·NT-RY--- · ·. 

.. . . •, . · .. 

.. . .... 

. 
' 

. ,.- :.-~:::.;c. •. ;:_ .... ~ ,,. ,. 

.... ~ . ,. .. 
,f-..... ~ '. , ....... : -· -~::;, ~~~~,: • • ..: ~- '• . 

··~ 

~-/❖• ,.w;~ ~ -. - ~ _· _, 
. - .. - -. .. -~ -: . 

With the splendid East Gable of the Cathedral behi11d him, the Town Crier of Dornoch, JJ,Jr Simon Bain, rings his handbell and 
strides round the burgh precincts conveying : a message to the citizens. And Dornoch has indeed something to shout about. 
The golfing 1necca of the North, it has had a record season · this sunimer-not surprising when one conside1·s its conzbination 

of historic grandeur and modern amenity. 

The splendours 
of Dornoch 

By CUTHBERT GRAHAl'rl 
l~l ii/1 pic tures by ! AN f/ARDIE 

Ah! seaweed smell~ jrom sanely caves. 
A n<t u·oods a ncl field::; an d moors around; 

The lo11g F irlh stirred b'JI gentle waves_ 
A nd Donwcli's mellow towers behind; 

L a r k sonf! and sea sounds i11 lhe a ir 
A11 cl sple11dour, sJJlenclour everywhere . 

SURELY Mr J ohn Be tjeman will forgive me for para­
phrasing hl.s well-known apo~tro~he to S easide Golf 

i n s uch a good cause, for Dornoch mspires that very sa1ne 
~en:-;e of physica l well_bcing throug~ hea lthy r ecreation to 
which he gave such 11 vely expression . 

Tl1e ancient cathedr al city and ccun ty town of_ Suther­
land h as enjoyed thi:-.; year a quite_ u~precedented invasion 
or l1 oliday vis itors. Time and agarn 1t has been necessary 
Lo put. up "House Full·· notices at the car a van site. And. 
r eally, is i t any wonder ? . . 

F or the multit udes of fa mily-car tounng parties from 
:,;outh of the Border aH d across the sea:-5 h ave discovered at 
last th at Dornoch ha~ all the advantage~ of the Rainbow 
West. withou t the Atlantic rains which so often mar a. 
h oliday there. . 

On i ts ~reat sandy p romontory. ::tt the eastern tip of 
1 ll<' narrow~:., of th e Dornoch Firth. it i .:; sh elter ed on every 
:-;i cic -- away Lo th e eas t by t he Easter Ross headland of 
Tarba L Ncs:-; on t l1e other :-;ide of th e F'irth. to the north 
ancl wP.st by the tumbled hil ls of S utherland, t.o t he ::;outh 
by the wooded heights of the Mor angie Forest across t he 
waters of the Meikle Ferry. 

There is a mildness in the air which quite distinguishes 
it, from its oth er East. Coa~l peer~ in the golfing world. the 
his toric " bi g tive .. cour~es at St Andrews. Leith, Mont rose, 
Aberdeen and Musselburgl1. lo which it inakes a sixth in 
m ere n umber s . nol 111 historical priority, for i n that it comes 
third on Lh e list. 

Two gr ea t fingers of me1low yellow sand stone signal 
one·s approach to Dornoch from any angle- the tower of 
tile Cathed ral. with it.s ~q uat spire, and the soaring five­
s torey keep of Dornoch Cas tle. originally the Bishop's 
Palace and now a mo:-;t excellently conducted hotel. These 
two landmarks define the central area of the a ncient burgh. 

The Cathedral. wi th its venerable graveyard . stands on 
an inviola te island site. bounded on the north of the High 
S tr ee t and on the sou th by Cas tle Street. separated from 
H by a tree-gir t lawn; and facing it is the Castle itself, and 
the r ange of buildings including the Sheriff Courthouse and 
the Old J ail. which. with very considerable good taste were 
appended to it in 1850. To the ea.st of tbe Old J ail. Castle 
Street then opens out in to a splendid spacious square lined 
with handsome modern buildings with timbered gables in 
the " old English " style. which yet succeed in blending 
gracious ly with the whol e d esign . 

A noltle ~~it,· r.e11ire' 
• 

After s un-blessed mor nings or afternoons on the 
peerless Dornoch links it is a pleasure to return to t he '' city 
centre " here and savour the noble vista of Cathedral and 
Castle . who~e p resence is a. r emin d er of ce nturies of burgh al 
life in this quiet <..:ounty town. In the past wri ter~ on 
Dornoch have punct u ated Lhejr descriptions with remin ders 
that the whole place is in real ity "jus t a vill age. '' Such a 
qualification b 110 longer n ecessary, for Dornoch today is 
la rger than il ever was in the past. 

In 1841 its popula tion .stood at 451. Twen ty years later 
i t had ri .sen to 647. but i n the nex t twenty years it sank 
back agai11 to 497. At t he t urn of th e century it was 624. 
For the next fif ty years it r emained in the 700s. reaching 
793 j n 1951. The 1961 census sh owed a leap up to 933 and 
todav it is probably j ust under 1000. 

Before one gets too cock-a-hoop at this s ign of in­
creased pro~perity. it is well to remember that during all 
this period the overall populaticn o f the County of Suther­
land was falling. until today it stands at all-time "low" 
of 13.500. 

The universal trend for centralis ation h as swollen 
Dornoc h Lown at the expen~e cf the rural areas of the 

-t\oiunty. It houses an important ip,a,rt -&t !Vflle ,o,ou-ntry -a-ct­
minl::1 tration. Its magnificent new academy, opened 
almost a year ag·o by the Queen Mother, draws pupils 
from all over the shire. In addition. the county 
town naturally has an attraction for follc contemplating 
retirement and many retired people, beguiled by the beauty 
and the gracious amenities of Lhe place make it their 
home by choicr.. 

Apart from the tourh;t industry the largest employers 
of labour in Dornoch are the meat exporting firm of John 
Grant and Sons, Cathedral Square. Founded over a 
hundred years ago this thriving family business has a staff 
of 33 and buys Aberdeen-Angus "baby beer' and other meat 
produce from an area all over the north of Scotland, and 
exports its, not only throughout Britain. but even to 
Holland and Switzerland, operating the Dornoch municipal 
slaughterhouse on licence from the town councll. 

Let nothing I have said about the tourist boom en­
joyed by Dornoch suggest that the ancient quietude of the 
place has be~n surrendered. One's final and lasting im. 
pre::;sion of Dornoch is of peace and beauty, which follows 
one everywhere like a benediction. 




