
The Far ish  of Dornoch 

-.- The Par i sh  of Dornoch i n  the County of 

Sutnerland may be descr ibed as a peninsula ,  bounded on the 

South and Last by the Ugrnoch F i r t h  and on the North i a s t  

by the L i t t l e  Ferry and Loch F l e e t .  On the k e s t  and I ~ o r t h  

h e s t  l i e  the Parishes of' Creich and nogart .  . The Parish l i e s  

s.ii,:;ci;l ;o cnc Sor:tk: 01' 33i. a r ~ a  jusc t o  the i ; e S L  oi' +A.  ~t 

i s  1 j mil-es long ,  ti. mi.Zes br\>aa ana i n  a rea  33,012 acres .  

Name.- The name Dornoch cannot be derived with accuracy. I n  

previous S t a t i s t i c a l  Accounts i t  i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  "the Town 

and Par ish  of Uornocn der ive  the i - r  name from the Gaelic words 

Uorn - fi lch,  which s ign i fy  a  h o r s e ' s  f o o t  o r  hoof ' I .  I 'his 

de r iva t ion  r e l i e s  upon the  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  a t  the u a t t l e  of ~rnbo 

fought about the middle of the  13th century by the ~ o c a l  

inhabitants under the l e a d e r s h i p  of Richard ~ . ~ u r r a y ,  brother 
C 

of Bishop G i l b e r t  (1 222-1 245) , and the Ear l  of Sutherland, 

a g a i n s t  the Danes, the E a r l  s i n g l e d  out  the Danish Commander 

f o r  combat and dispatched the Commander with the l e g  of a 

horse he found on the b a t t l e f i e l d .  hera ldry ,  i n  the horse 

shoe i n  the Arms o f  the hoyal durgh of Oornocii, supports 

t h i s  t r a d i t i o n .  The g r e a t  obs tac le  t o  t h i s  de r iva t ion  springs 

from i i is tory before which i ie ra ldry  and Tradi t ion  must give 

way. ~ h &  name l )ornoCqs  mentioned i n  a  Nandate of king 3avia I 

over 100 years  before the  d a t t l e  of'r;mbo.. The nanle may well , 



have a r:orse orijtir;.  A t  any r a t e  3 s  recent ly  as  l a s t  - . +! 

summer the Town Clerk 01' Uornoch received a  l e t t a r  f~tm 1 

Scandinavian country and the post-marl< showed Mat i$r 

s e n t  from a  plsce c a l l e a  Uornzch. In byegone b y @  

of t h i s  par ish  was s p e l t  i n  t h a t  way. 

Ufs t , r ic t s  .- ihe pa r j  sh  is  divided i n t o  varipus d i s t r i c t  
% 

f ins w i ~ , h i r ,  i I, it07:il 5urgh, t : ~ i %  .3ul6:,;i~ 01' JOT1  it. d@~,%iE@$. .. 

the ?own of bol-noch tile f o-iob;j.tl:- c; ic cl-j  c cs have bee! Lis kea 

f o r  ~ f i ' i c i a l  purposes, namely:- (1 1 iimbo, i i i l ton ,  and 
,f. 

Bsllacbepy , (2) Skibo , Overskibo! Clashmu~ach and arrhmte, 
\ 

(3) Cyderhall,  Cu th i l l ,  Lonemore and a v o e n f i n ,  (41 k h i n  
.f 

hchley, Proncynain, Sroncy Croy, Bvelix and C a ~ r e ,  ( 5 )  Ccul, ' !r j 
akelbo, Pourpenny, 'l'rentham -.nu Poles,  . ( 6  1 'I'orball , &qm 

Cmbusavie,  Balvraid,  and h d i n i n i s h ,  (7) near'q'whar, B $ ~ f d k @ ~  

Ach~srrich and Achormlarie ; 

g 
-.tion The population of t h i s  pa r i sh  with 2 % ~  om bwn ,: 

seven d i s t r i c t s  1% 1,421 . when it i s  stated ,tWt i n  

'I8831 the population was 3,380 it w i l l  be seen t h a t  a vexy 

s e r i ous  depopulation has taken, place here.  F i f t y  yeam $g& 

,&he population was 2,794 and never has the pa r i sh  since . . ,  

s t a t i s t i c s  were f i r s t  noted, f a l l e n  below 2,000 until 1991, 

This deple t ion  app l i es  t o  the landward p a r t  of the par5 ah,  

fop the  populat ion 'of  the  burgh has considerably i n e m ~ s ~ d  . 

sin- 1884. I n  1881 the  population of the burgh s t w d  at - 

r .  



, - 

497, i r :  1951 the number was 725. 'the cause 01' t h i s  

deple t ion  i s  u s u a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  the d i f f i c u l t y  of l i v i n g  , 

i n  these remote p a r t s  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  the  disadvantages 
I 

a r i s i n g  from the l a c k  of such alnenities a s  adequate t r a n s p o r t ,  
! 

water suppl-ies,  reasonable housing and the l i k e .  Any r e a l  1 

apprec ia t ion  of the  cause howcver must take i n t o  account t h a t  1 

i n  the  i r i tercensal  nerjod frorn 1931 -1 951 very g rez t  progress 
1 

has beer] made i n  proviti ir~g amenities i n  the burgh an12 par ish 

e s p e c i a l l y  with regard t o  t r a n s p o r t ,  housing, e l e c t r i c i t y  

and t h a t  during t h a t  period the  de'crease i n  population 

continues never-the-less.  U n t i l  1902 Dornoch was without 

modern t r anspor t  of qny kind.' hos t  of the l o c a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

proauce went t o  the  markets oy sea  from the  L i t t l e  Ferry ancj 
I 

much merchandise came i n t o  the  p a r i s h  i n  the same way. I n  

1902 the  Dornoch l i g h t  ra i lway was opened and s o  the  town and 

pa r i sh  of Dornoch were connected with the  main railway l i n e  

from Wick t o  Inverness.  Within the  l a s ' t  25 years  however 

g r e a t  s t r i d e s  have been made i n .  the  development of amenities.  

Upon t h i s  development some comment i s  necessary. 

peve1o~ment.- Between 1930 and 1940 i n  the town and p a r i s h  

g r e a t  changes came i n  t r a n s p o r t .  'dus s e r v i c e s  t o  Pnverness 

and t o  Wick began w i t h  the  r e s u l t  t h a t  t r a v e l l e r s  no longer  

had t o  r e l y  upon the  one rai lway l i n k  t o  the  kound of Sutherlad.  

The motor , t ranspor t  has how been developed s o  t h a t  goods a s  

wel l  a s  passengers t r a v e l  by road, and Dornoch burgh i s  no 



sf the w i n  m r t h  and south  roads P P ~ * &  rsp;Pe 

-1 

The a f s t r j c t s  mainly affected are:-l%nb and l$%p% 
. . A.. . -; .! - 

Suen .;Farisport f ~ c i l f  t i e s  are o?. course ha6e possj.k&e @'*itxi . - .  . , , *  

n t  i n  road conaitiuna i n  reoent  y 
t 

nta a rdhe  outcme,cri Ulb i d B a 1 ' ~ ~  

$erms sf the opildcial p * 

p.sb of the  parish i s  g r e a t l y  impm+ @@ 

b$etria$s i s  banished, and. @~gjortunitMs &P 
b- 

parP&h paaea. In March of t h a t  year' ePw%&a%p m@ ,, 

. . 
4 wxl the days of' the o ld  syst@@ sf %% 

: ? ,  
@i d-&rmaR were ended. About 10 years W 

%,,&a tsled t o  i n t e r e s t  the L ,h.S.  k E A m y  $m aec.' 

ftw I&&e supply o'f electricity to the't 

a w @ P ~  fruitless. I n  1932 h m m r  the t o m  

nt with the  Eioss-shire &leetpieb$y 



whereby a supply 01' e l e c t r j . c i t y  woulu be g iver .  by means of a 

submarine cab le  ac ros s  the Llornoch k ' i r tn  a t  the  Meikle r 'erry. 

The town counci l  was a b l e  t o  comply wi th  t h e  terms of t he  

Agreement through the munificence of one of t h e  c i t i z e n s  - 
Lord fiothermere. 3y a most generous ges tu re  t h i s  worthy. 

c i t i z e n  gave the  burgh of' Dornoch advantages which only  

cane t o  nei,qnbourj.n,.: pa r j shes  many years  l a t e r .  I n  t he  

t w e n t y  years 1'011-o~ii:~? cile i r ~  t iaoduc t i  Jn  of' e1eci;r.j c i C j r  i n t o  

the burgh, g r e a t  s t r i d e s  have been rnade i n  providing an  

adequate supply of e l e c t r i c i t y  tp t h e  rest  of the  pa r i sh .  

Due mainly t o  the  encouragement given by t h e  North of Scot land  

i iydco-Electric Board, e l e c t r t c i  t y  has  been supp l i ed  t o  Embo, 
L 

Clashmore, Bi r ichen ,  hearquhar , Balvra id ,  Eve l ix  and Camore 

and t o  most of the  l a r g e  farms i n  t h e  a rea .  This advance i c  

t h e  p rov i s ion  of modern f a c i l i t i e s  i n  which must be inc luded  

- t h e  t e l ephon ic  f a c i l i t i e s  fu rn i shed  by t h e  numerous Aiosks 

throughout t h e  p a r i s h ,  has had a ready response from t h e  

i n h a b i t a n t s .  Now they look  back upon t h e  former days wi th  

l i t t l e  n o s t a l g i c  sent iment  bu t  w i th  g r e a t  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  

de l ive rance  they have obtained.  

Besides t h e  advance i n  t r a n s p o r t  and e l e c t r i c i t y ,  t he re  

has  been a decided s t e p  forward i n  housing and i n  t h e  

p rov i s ion  of water supp l i e s .  Among the  drawbacks of t h e  

landward of  the  p a r i s h  the  l a c k  of adequate water 

supply has been prominent i n  t h e  p a s t .  The burgh of Dornoch 



has had a f a i r l y  good supply f o r  mdny years ,  ana i n  the 

year  1926 and i n  the '30s considerable  improvements were 

ef'fected. Outside the  burgh however only the v i l l a g e  of 

Embo had a piped water supply - and t h i s  supply from Loch 

Laogh was very poor u n t i l  about the  year  1935. There i s  

however no s c a r c i t y  of water  i n  the  par i sh .  The two l a r g e  

lochs  t o  the west of the  p a r i s h ,  Loch Laogh,and Loch 1 
Lannsaidi.1 can accorciir~g t o  compe t c r ~ t  te c ~ ! n i c a l  >pinion miore 

than supply the whole p a r i s h  w i t 3 1  piped water. A t  p resent  . 

Loch Laogh supp l i e s  Embo, and L o ~ h  Lannsaidh the  burgh of 

~ r m c h .  Water supp l i e s  a r e  i n  hand however f o r  the whole 

landwax4 a rea  of the  pa r i sh . (  The county counci l  of 
a 

Butherland a r e ,  with the  he lp  of government g ran t s  given f o r  

r u r a l  water s u p p l i e s ,  a t  p resen t  engaged i n  bringing a water 

supply t o  the  a g r i c u l t u r a l .  community of Hil ton (Embo) . The 

- '  .warla i s  W e r  cons t ruc t ion  (find i n  a few months time, it i s  

confident ly.  expected that t h i s  needy p a r t  of the p a r i s h  w i l l  

have a proper supply of water. The remainder of the  p a r i s h  

i s  scheduled t o  be covered by 1956. It may be noted here 

however t h a t  the Dornoch Watar Supply and the Embo Water . . 

S ~ p p l y  have provided suppl,y t o  many houses,  t o  farms, t o  

se'hOdl% and t o  the  one h o s p i t a l  atad i n  the  p a r i s h  a t  Cambusavie 

all outwith the bounds of both Dornoch and h b ~ .  Bornoch 

Tam Council has been p a r t i c u l a r l y  generous i n  t h i s  r e spec t .  

Indeed without the co-operation of the town counc i l ,  the  



> 

county council  could not a t  t h i s  s tage  provide a water supply 

f o r  the r u r a l  d i s t r i c t  of Hilton ikmbo). 

- The l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  the town council  and county counci l ,  

have taken advantage of the  various housing a c t s  and housing 

schemes i n  the landward p a r t  of the pa r i sh  and i n  the burgh 

have gre'atly improved the housing condition. The county I 
council  has completed schemes i n  cmbo and irk Camore and the j 
towr! cobnc il has comple t e c  s cfiemes i r .  sisn;):a'ielu, uornocn 

providing over 5 0  add i t iona l  houses i n  the burgh. These 

modern houses i n  town and pa r i sh  pave proved an incent ive  t o  

c r o f t e r s  and c o t t a r s  t o  a v a i l  themselves of the  improvement 

g ran t s  t h a t  a r e  o f fe red  f o r  the improvement of t h e i r  dwellings. 
(I 

There a r e  61 5 houses i n  the par ish ,  370 i n  the landward 

p a r t  and 245 i n  the  burgh of Dornoch. There a r e  very f e w  

shops i n  the landward a r e a . b u t  i n  the town of Uornoch there  

a r e  30 shops of various types .  All the ho t e l s  i n  the par ish  
C 

a r e  i n  the burgh - s i x  i n  a l l .  Some of the h o t e l s  a r e  open 

only i n  the  summer months. O f  the 615 houses i n  the pa r i sh  

more than the  ha l f  a r e  i n  very  good condit ion and well 

appointed. There i s  s teady increase  i n  the  number of houses .I 
t h a t  can be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  good. When the whole par ish  has a 

public  water supply t h i s  inc rease  w i l l  be accelera ted .  A l l  

the  h o u s e d r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b u i l t  and where water and drainage 

a r e  ava i l ab le  the proport ion of good houses i s  correspondingly 

h igh ,  cj .g.  i n  the  town of Dornoch 179 out  of' 245 houses a r e  



c l a s s i f i e d  by the  a u t h o r i t i e s  a s  good. 

0 c c W o n s . -  The occupation of the inhab i t an t s  of t h i s  
I 

par i sh  i s  mainly a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

The p a r i s h  r i s e s  i n  gent le  g r sd ien t s  from sea- level  t o  the  

ne ights  of Ast le  i n  the west and Rearquhar, Bir ichen and 

Cambusavie i n  the  nor th  west and north.  The g r e a t e r  p a r t  

of' the pa r i sh  forms a huge semi amphi-theatre around the  town I 

of dornoch with t : ~ e  s p i r e  of t h e  uornoch Cathedral  ss i t s  

cen t re .  i n  all the  landward p a r t ,  farms, holdings and c r o f t s  

f i l l  most of the  area .  Ihere qre  good a r a b l e  farms i n  t h i s  

par i sh .  There a r e  the farms of Embo, Achinchanter, Coul, 

Skelbo, Cyderhall , Cuthi'll , Davochf i n ,  Drumdivan , A c h l e ~  , 
b 

Cambusavie, Evel ix,  Proncy-nain, Pitgrudy i n  the  e a s t  

e l e c t o r a l  d i v i s l o n  

Proncy and Torboll  

r w e  p a r l s n ,  and Milton, Overskibo, 

n the west d iv i s ion .  There .are 

approximately 153 c r o f t s  and holdlngs and speaking genera l ly  
C 

10 t o  15 a c r e s  can be reckoned a s  the  average s i z e .  The 

farming and c r o f t i n g  i n  the  p a r i s h  a r e  of a high s tandard ,  

and the  in t roduc t ion  of the t r a c t o r  and o the r  motorised 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  implements has given a decided impetus t o  good 

husbandry i n  thest: p a r  

Embo D i s t r i c t . -  There i s  one d i s t r i c t  i n  the par i sh  i n  

which, although a g r i c u l t u r e  engages a considerable  number, 

the re  i s  an  emphasis on o t h e r  employments. The d i s t r i c t  of 

Embo and f i i l ton  (Embo) d i f f e r s  i n  var ious r e spec t s  from the 



KPPLNUlX 

(Burgh S t a t i s t i c s )  

( a s  a t  27.10.53) 

Chi ldren under 14 yea r s  - 184 
Persons 14-65 years  - 500 
Persons over b5 yea r s  - 

782 

Sta t ionmaster  1 
T a i l o r  1 
F ish  salesman 1 
S l a t e r  1 

-4 Butchers 12  
Jo ine r s  5 
Plumbers' 5 
P a i n t e r s  6 
Labourers 7 
Shopkeepers & A s s i s t a n t s  27 
Bus Drivers  8 
Bus Conductors 5 
Golf course employees 

"Clerks of Works 
'5 
4 

,:Planning Of f i ce r  1 
Vanmen 3 
Railway Workers 4 
Fores t ry  Workers 2 
Postmen 4 

%-Asst .Sani tary inspector 1 
School Cleaners 3 
Clerks  4 
Centeen korkers 3 

I Town Clerk 1 
Chief Constable 1 
J a n i t o r  1 
Dairy 3 
Motor Hirers  2 
Shepherd 1 
Slaughterman 1 

Pos t  Off ice  - 1 
Bus Cleaner 1 
Care t a k e r  1 
Bakers . - 3 
Masons - - 7 
P l z s t e r e r s  . 
E l e c t r i c i a n s  

5 
5 

Lorry Drivers  9 
Hotel  h p l o y e e s  2 1 
Policemen 6 
School teachers  16 
Gardeners 11 
Typis t s  4 
Mechanics 6 
Clerkesses  11 
Farm Servants  9 
Water Engineer 8 Assis tan t  2 
Cabiner Makers 2 
Domestic Servants  13 
Woodmen 4 
Books t a l l  a t t e n d a n t  1 
Arch i t ec t  1 
Dental Nechanic 1 
Sexton 1 
Appr.Sanitary Inspec tor  + 1 
Shoemaker 1 
Dental Surgeons 2 
Postmaster 1 
Bank Employees 4 
S h e r i f f  Clerk 1 



Ass i s t an t  Arch i t ec t  
P .  1'. instructor 
i-iairdressers 
Medical P r a c t i t i o n e r s  
Telephone Operators  
Barman 
Bus inspector 
County Clerk 
Burgh Of f i ce r  

h a ~ l a g e  Contractor  
Funeral  Undertaker 
Piinis t e r s  of  he1 ig ion  
koadrnan 
App.hoad Surveyor 
Hostels-Indoor s t a f f s  
Chemist 
S o l i c i t o r s  

HOUSIN ti STATISTICS 

Total  number of houses - 245. 

3 s to rey  - 1 s t  c l a s s  car'.di i,icir: - 6 
3 " - 2nd " I I - 13 
3 I 1  - 3rd I f  

11 

I 1  
- 9 

2 !I - 1 s t  !I - 106 
2 IN - 2nd I I 

11 : 
- 50 

2 It - 3 r d  
I t  

- 37 
1 I' - 1 s t  " 

II 
- 5 

1 If - 2nd It - 4 
1 !I - 3 r d  If I f  - 11 
huinous - 4 

Type and number of shops i n  t h e  town:- 

Newsagent ' 1 Tobacconist  1 
Ironmonger 1 Dairy 1 
E'ish & Chip 1 Grocers 

6 
5 .  

1)raper s Cafe & Tearooms 2 
Cabinetmaker & Photographer 1 -Boot & Shoe Shop 1 
E l e c t r i c a l  & hadio  3 Butchers + 2 
Bakers 2 Ha i rd re s se r  1 - 

Chemist 1 

Hote l s  

Su the r l and  A r m s  Hotel  Annexe - Open a l l  yea r  
Burghf ie ld  House Hotel  - 11 I I II 

Eagle Hotel  - If 11 11 

Dornoch Hotel - Open f o r  ho l iday  season on ly  
C a s t l e  Hotel  - t I 11 II 11 I I  

Royal Golf Hotel  - II 11 11 II 11 

Bus Se rv i ces  

S c o t t i s h  Omnibus Se rv i ce  t o  Wick and Inverness  d a i l y .  Y' -.. 

..; 8ailwav Servi  c e s  
?, 

B r i t i s h  Jsailways - 3ranch l i n e  t o  The i.lound - two t r a i n s  d a i l y  
t o  connect  wi th  main l i n e .  




