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,, r, "Gules, on a  f e s s  Argent ,  t h r e e  m u l l e t s  Or, two r a v e n s  i n  base  r e s p e c t i n g  
Sab le ,  and a h o r s e  shoe  Azure w i t h  s e v e n  n a i l s  Or". 

e q u a t e s  t o  "On a  r e d  f i e l d ,  w i t h  a  s i l v e r  band ( th rough  t h e  midd le )  t h r e e  
Gold s t a r s ,  two b l a c k  ravens  f a c i n g  e a c h  o t h e r ,  w i t h  a  Blue h o r s e  shoe 
w i t h  seven  Gold n a i l s  i n  t h e  c e n t r e " .  

According t o  Mr. David L.H. P a t t o n ,  "Arms o f  t h e  County C o u n c i l ' s  
o f  Sco t land" ,  Su ther land  b e i n g  t h e  southernniost  p a r t  o f  t h e  Jarldorn 
o f  Orkney, t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  black r a v e n  is b o t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  Norse 
J a r l s  o f  Orkney and o f  S u t h e r l a n d ' s  e a r l y  beg inn ings .  A f t e r  t h e  r e t r a c t i o n  
o f  Harold ,  E a r l  of Orkney, from mainland S c o t l a n d  Hugh o f  Moray, Lord o f  
S u t h e r l a n d ,  was g i v e n  t h e  l and  by Wil l iam t h e  Lion. Hugh o f  Moray's  Arms 
a r e  t h r e e  go ld  s t a r s  i n  a  red  f i e l d ,  which was i n c o r p o r a t e d  t o  s i g n i f y  
b o t h  t h e  removal o f  t h e  J a r l s  o f  Orkney and t h e  fo rmat ion  o f  Su ther land .  

Both o f  t h e s e  changes  have been r e t a i n e d  f o r  c o n t i n u i t y ,  and t o  then1 
h a s  been added t h e  A r m s  o f  t h e  Royal Burgh o f  Dornocli, t h e  Blue horse-shoe 
w i t h  seven Gold n a i l s .  Dornoch was t h e  o n l y  Royal Burgh i n  S u t h e r l a n d  p r i o r  
t o  1975, and i t  is thought  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  h o r s e  shoe t o  
s i g n i f y ,  a )  The Royal C h a r t e r ,  b )  The C a p i t a l  o f  S u t h e r l a n d ,  c ) t h e  only  
former o t h e r  Counc i l ,  dr)  t h e  B i s h o p r i c  e )  t h e  importance .of t h e  outcome o f  
t h e  b a t t l e  a t  Dornech upon S u t h e r l a n d .  

The mot to  "Cl ing Close  t o  t h y  H e r i t a g e 1 '  r e f l e c t s  t h e  need,  n o t  t o  
f o r g e t  t h e  s a d  e r a  o f  The Highland C l e a r a n c e s ,  w i t h ' f h e  hopes t h a t , s u c h  

,--. ., 
e v e n t s  s h a l l  n o t  o c c u r  a g a i n .  


