
of 

TlIR ROYAL BURG11 of DuRIIOClrI 

Charles  by the  grace of God Ling of Great  B r i t a i n  

Prance and Ireland Defender of t he  1:nith t o  n l l  good men 

of l i i s  land c l e r i c a l  ancl lny  ~ r c e t i n g .  

Know ye t h a t  s ince  i t 1;as occurred t o  11s t h a t  o u r  

c i t y  of l l o r ~ ~ o c h  within the  ;:ount,y and Province of Yutherland 

is and has been beyond the lne~rlory of marl ,the s o l e  and only 

town and c i t y  within the s a i d  !:oonty anrl Province, t o  whlch 

the  v!hole of tile i nhab i t an t s  of t h e  sa id  r:ounty n a t u r a l l y  

r e s o r t  a s  t o  a common market p lace  f o r  purchasing the  

necessar ies  of l i f e :  and e spec i a l ly  t h a t  being cons t ruc ted  

near  t h c  sen  shore  i t  possesses a rnost s u i t a b l e  p lace  f'or 

bu i ld ing  u p o r t  and harbour f o r  t h e  importat ion and 

exgokrtat ion of mercha~dise :  and t h a t  i t  i s  the re fo re  

h ighly  expedient t h a t  i t  be e rec ted  i l l to  n f r e e  Burgh 

Royal Free p o r t  a ~ i d  halmbour f o r  t h e  use arid advantage of 

ou r  s u b j e c t s  i nhab i t i ng  t h a t  p a r t  of ou r  Ic'irigdom and as 

they a r e  mostly barbarous arid savage ~nouritaineers i t  may 

be of the  h ighes t  use i n  brinp;ing them t o  n s t a t e  of 

c i v i l i z a t i o n :  and RS t he  l'rovince and ;ounty of Sutlierland 

i s  very \ride extending t o  u d i s t a n c e  of s i x t y  rniles i t  i s  

much i n  want of having a l'reo 13uryii e rec ted  1:lithin it. 

T l~c rc fo re  we, with the  ~ d v i c e  arid corlsent of our  

loved cousiil and courlscllor Jo1l11 1Sarl of I.inr, 1,oId Erslcyne, 

&c. P r i n c i p a l  lI1reasurer of t h e  Ro l l s ,  aci:o-untnnt , c o l l e c t o r  

and t r e a s u r e r  of new augnentations i n  o u r  kingdom of 

Scotland: and of Archibald Lord Ilapier of  : ;~ercheston o u r  

Deputy i n  t h e  fo re sa id  o f f i c e s  and of t h e  o t h e r  Lords 



Commissioners of our lI;xchcque~- liave er'ccted and accordine; 

t o  the .tenour of t h i s  our ~ r c s e ~ ~ t  cllnr.t;er do e r e c t  the  

sa id  JJurlr,h and ;:j.ty of l)orlioch with a l l  I.anrls, te~ie~ncnto,  
(1 

houses, buildings, ya~uls, nlid o t l~er '  ocltuet t s  a i  t l i i ~ ~  the 

Same, 'bui l t  and t o  be 'bui1.t tol:ctl~cr v r i t l l  the poist tlrld 
. . harbour of the  same i n t o  a .l'ree ~$111.l!,h. itoyal, Free Polat 

and Ilarbour, with t i l l  p r iv i l eges ,  l i  bcrDties arid irnruuni t i e s  

per ta in ing t o  a Royal Durgli, Yree l Jor t  and ilarbour: and 

t h a t  within the  sa id  Province nlld 1;ounty of Yutherland. 

Reserving however t o  our loved cousin John Earl  of 

Sutherland and t o  his he i r s  male and successors h i s  

herkditary r i g h t  over sa id  lands of Dornoch and over a l l  

buildings and o the r  o u t s e t t s  within the s a i d  Hurgh ' bu i l t  

and t o  be b u i l t  t o  be held of the  sa id  Karl,  h i s  h e i r s  

male and successors i n  the  saw! manner of holdinf! a s  t h a t  . . 
by v/l~i.cll t he  salne a r e  now 21eld u11d ~)ossessed,  01. acco~r l ing  

a s  i t  w i l l  please the  sa id  lh1.1 ant1 h i s  Toresaids hereafter 

t o  disporie of the  sarnq t o  t l ~ e  i~ l l lnb l tn~ l t s  tl~er~eof' t o ~ e t h e i *  

with the  annual d u t i e s  specii'ietl and t o  ue specif ied i n  

his infeftments: also the e l l t r ics  of tcilnnts by ln!)se of 

resignation o r  i n  ally o the r  way: ~ t n d  the s a i d  1l:clr.l and 

h i s  foresa ids  will have power t o  possess a l l  o the r  casillt l t ies 

and hereditary l i g h t  of property o r  super io r i ty  of the  

foresaid Lands of sa id  Burgh allil of a l l  bui ld ing9 arid 

tenemerits w i t l i  o the r  mosses 01' t he  same, and they w i l l  have 
/ I 

4@d && f u l l  r i g h t  notwithstanding the  erec t ion  of the  1 
I sa id  Burgh or' narony i n t o  the sa id  Uurgh Royal a s  i s  s e t  , 

forth. I 

! 
! 

Likewise viith tile consent and assent  foresa id  we give ' 

and grant  f u l l  polver and l i b e r t y  t o  the  inhabi tants  of 

the  sa id  Burg11 of Doriloch and t o  the  councilloro and 

conu~~unity of tlie sanle f o r  the  t i ~ a e  iteing, t o  e l e c t  n 
! 



Provost, four Bail ies , a Den11 of (iuild , a Treasurer and 

twelve councillors w i t 1 1  power a l so  to  said council lors 
3 

t o  e lect  commissioners f o r  our Parliaments, and a l l  other 
0 

' o f f ic ia l s  f o r  the good ~r,overniaent of the sa id  'Burgh. 

To wvilich Provost, Hall ies , ~;ouncillorr; and tllei r successors 

we give f u l l  power t o  make niil ui . t la i~~ 'IAa.tls, Acts and 

Statutes,  f o r  tile (;ovenuneilC of Llle said l iur~ll  consistent 

vrith the Laws and Gustorns 01.' our sril.d liil~j{ilorn of' Scotlal~d: 

a l so  power to  make ancl crcate 13url!esr;es arid I5rotk1en: of 

Guild with lilie l i b e ~ t i e s  arid px.ivileges pertnfnirig thereto 

as a r e  usually obsexved i.n the other Iloyal burghs w i t h i n  

the said  kingdon. Likewise we const i tu te  and appoint 

the said ?I-ovost and Bai l ies  of the J3urgh of Dornoch and 

t h e i r  successors, Ju s t i c i a r i e s  of the Pence among 

themselves with power t o  them to  apj~oint  constables and . . 
a l l  other members and off ic i .a ls  of Court ancl we ~{ ive  and I 
tlispone t o  them arid t h e i r  follesni rls a l l  esci~eats , blood- 

monies, f ines  and ~nercernents oi' the said !:oulBts f o r  the 

nublic o r  cornmon good of said 9urgh o r  the inhabitants of 

the snme. Likewise we give f u l l  power arid l i be r ty  t o  

the l'rovost, l lai l ies a l~d  . :ouncillors of the said  Bu~.pil and 

their.successors to  build and erect  w i t i l i r i  soid !jurgh a 

ldarket Cross arid a Tolbooth or* prison i n  the same: lilceeise 

we f.:ive grant and dispotle t o  t l . 1 ~  snid Provost, Tlail'ies 

and ~;ouncil lors of said 13urgh a~vi. t o  t h e i ~  successors a 

laaricet day weekly on Saturday, tol:etIier ~ ~ i t h  three I 
annual Fairs, each f o r  the space of three days, one of these 

to  begin on the twentieth day oi' July  anr~ually; the 

second on the tvrelltieth day og Au~us t  and the l a s t  on 

the tenth day of October, together with a l l  small and 

petty eustoms o f .  said Pairs. Likewise we give l 'ull 

power to  the same t o  build n11d erect  said Port and 



. 
Ilarbour 03' Dornoch with T:1.cnk-;rater ar~d J e t t y  o r  shore and 

Pier: a lso  t o  malie l;lle snl:le cu'l.t,ablc nl~d convenient f o r  

t4e reception and entiy of s h i ! ~ :  and vre give and disporle 
, 

t o  them and t o  t he i r  sucoessor:; a l l  smn.11  and petty 

customs of said Port and iIarbour v i i t l l  Anchor1ages o r  

Dockmail and other l i b e r t i e s  a ~ ~ d  privi.le[r,es aertair1in.g 

to  R Free :!arbour accordinp: to  tlit :  custon or the kinqdorn. 

To be held and posses:;etl : i l l  mirl !/hole the f0resai.d 

Burg11 of Don~och with a l l  libcrtia::; , privi  lcj,;cs anrl Jur is :  

:dictions and others above s pecj.j'ied l~y the i'or.esb.ir1 

Y~ovost,  i lai l ies,  .louncillors an? !:ornnuriity of said 

'13urp;h of Donloch and by tile1.1. s~lccessors of us and our . 

successors i n  l:ree I3u~gh Royal Ii'rec 1'or.t and ]!arbour and 

Refuge i n  perpetuity through the vrllola of the sane borid 

and f r ee  .. with i:ourts, Civ i l  Courts, aaercencnts of court ,  

bloodnonies, escheats o r  "l'i. t arid ( :a. l lo~rs~~ aild other 

l i b e r t i e s  and odvnntnges pertnininp; t o  n f ree  Burgh, Port 

and Harbour, f reely ,  quiet ly ,  f u l l y ,  entirely, honourably 

and wel l  and In peace jus t  ns any other Royal Bureh within 

the said kingdom possesses the same. 

I n  return f o r  which the foresaid Provost, Dail ies,  

Councillors and Community of the -said Burgh of Dornoch 

shnl l  give annually t o  us and our successors the s y  of 

fo r ty  sh i l l ings  usual money 01' the said kin~dom of 

Scotland i n  name of tlie nurgh cess w j . t h  service of the 

B u r ~ h  t\cco~'ding to  use and vro~it. 

I n  witness vrhereof vre have ordered to  'be affixed to 

t h i s  o u ~  present charter ,  our }<reat secll tlie viitnesses 

being us i n  other prenredinf: c1ial.ter.s of thc! sulne date. 

A t  ::llitehnll on the fourteenth of J u l y  i n  the year 

one thousand s i x  hundred nnil twenty e i t l l~t  and i n  the 

fourth year of our rcicn. 



C O P Y .  

C H A R T Z R  
of 

The Iioyel 3urgh of 

K .  Xing Charles 1 st. --------- 

Bated. 1L July, 1628' 

Town Clerk of Dornoch. , 


