


MANAGEMENT RIJI,ES 

DORNOCrI COMMON C001) L/\NI)S, DORNOCII 

'I'lic SU'I'I-IERl,AND DISTRICT COUNCII, esI:~blished in tcr~ils of 
tlic I,ocal (;ovcrnmcnt (Scotland) Act 1973 licrcinaficr rel'errcd lo as 
'lhc Couticil' by virtlic ol' Scction 112 ol' tlic Civic Govcr~imcnt 
(Scotlnntl) Act 1982, (hereinafler referred to as 'tlic 1982 Act') and 
of' a11 other powers authorising or empowering thcin on their belial f 
do hereby make ancl enact the following management rules for the 
preservation, management and regulation of the Dornoch Co~nmon 
Good Lands, Dornocli (hereinafter referred to as tlie 'Common 
Good Lands*). The Common Good Lands are shown delineated in 
black on the plan annexed hereto. 

I No person sliall on the Conlinon Good i.,nntls rcinovc, 
displnce, damage, deface or alter any building, structure, or 
otlicr property wlietlier moveable or immovcahlc including any 
notice forniing part ofthe Coiiirnon C;ootl 1,:inds. 

2 No Ixrson slinll tlcposit rubhisli or rcli~sc or Icnvc lilter ol'anp 
dcscripliot~ o n  tlic Com~nori Good laancis. 



3 No person sliall dcposil on the Co~nmon Good I,ands any 
substance or article likely to cause injury or damage to any 
person or property. 

Vcpetation 

4 No person shall cut, displace or remove any sand, soil or turr 
or any trcc, shrub or plant siluatcd or growing witliin tlic 
boundary of the Common Good Lands. 

5 No person shall wilft~lly kill, take lnolest or cause harm to any 
wildlife on the lands or disturb any animal or bird therein or 
remove eggs from any bird's nest or destroy such nest in  
contravention of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981. 

6 No person shall cause or suffer any dog belonging to hirn or in 
his charge to enter upon or remain within the Common Good 
L,and area unless such a dog be and con[inue to bc untlcr 
propcr control and is efictively restrained from causing 
disturbance to any person and from worrying or disturbing any 
other animal. Such person shall he responsil>le Tor uplil'ling 
any cxcremcnt dcl>ositcd hy his dog. 

No pcrson shall take or allow his clog(s) onto tlic area of'bc;~cli 
oppositc tlio car park and cliilcircn's play arca. 

Vclt icles 

7 No pcrson shrill, wilhout writlcn lawT111 perniission, ridc, drivc 
or park a niccl~anically or elcctrically propelled vehicle or 
draw, 11usll or cycle or cause to be dmwn, pushed or cycled any 
trollcy, trailer, car or otlicr wheeled vcliicle or inotor cycle or 
~tiopcd (other than one used for tlie carnage ol' a child o r  
cllildreri or disabled persons) over tlie Comtnon Good Lands 
exccpt on a part so designated or set out and made up for the 
parlcing of veliicles. 

8 N o  Ixrson sliall, witl~out In~vful permission, crlnlp or crccf a 
tcnl, slicd or similar stnlcture or usc any voliiclc it~cluding a 
caravan and caravanette as slecl~ing ncco~n~iiotlation or occupy 
sr~cli a vehicle overnight on tlie Common Good Land other 
than within the boundary designated as a caravan site. 

9 The construction of any building on the Com~non Good Lands 
shall be precluded except with prior written peniiission 
not wit list and in^ any statutory consents received. There will be . 

a presumption against any building south of River Street. 

10 N o  person slii~ll wilrttlly obstruct, disturh, inlcl-ri~l~t or annoy 
any pcrson in  tllcir pci~ccablc and propcr usc or cnjoynicnl ol' 
tlic Conitiioti Good Lancls or interrupt, disttrrb or obstruct ally 
autl~orisctl ollicinl or any person c~nployutl hy or acling on 
l~ellalf of or r~tidcr (lic :~utliority ol' tlic Council in the propcr 
clisclia~ge ol' his duties or in  the propcr csccr~fion ol':lny \vc)rk 
co~i~icctctl with the i~iiproveincnt, mnintcnancc or regulation of' 
rllc Comtnon Good Lands. 



Fires - 
1 1  No person shall, except wit11 prior written pcrtnission, light 

any fires or stove or similar apparatus or placc or llirow any 
lighted match or any Ilammable substance or liiaterial near to 
any grass, fern, heather, bushes or trees or any structure on tlie 
Common Good Lands or undertake any othcr activities likely 
to cailse damagc by lire 

Fi rcn 1.n1s 

12 No person shall carry, discharge or use any firearm, including 
. . gas or air operated devices, anywhere within tlie Co~n~non 

Good Lands i~nless authorised to do so. 

Sale of Gootls 

I3 No person shall, without prior written permission, use or 
permit to be used any vehicle or structure on the land for, or in 
connection with, tlic advertisement or s:tle of any animal, 
article or' o~licr commodity and without prej~rclice to tlie 
foregoing generality any building or land or orfer any services 
for reward. 

14 No person sliilll affix or write any advertisement, bill, placard 
or notice \villi in tlic boundary of the Colnmoli Good L,antls 
unless with prior written permission. 

Control of Games etc 

15 No person sliall play or makc preparrllion to play any 
organised gillne or takc part in any sport or org;rnised Ibrm of 
recreation on tile Common Good Lands except in tliose areas 
designatctl for those purposes unless witli prior written 
approval. 

Control of hleetin~s 

I6 No person whilst on any part of' llie Coninion Good Lands 
without tlie prior permission of tlic Coi~ncil shall tleliver or 
utter any spccch or Iccturc: or liold or c:~use to be held or takc 
~ ~ n r l  in any Icctnrc, religious scnlicc or pi~blic meeting, 
assembly procession or demonstration. 

Control of IJse of Radios etc, 

17 No person on the Common Good Lands shall operate nny 
record player, cassette, radio or television or similar apparatus, 
sing or play any musical instrument in such a mariner or to 
such a degree as may cause annoyance to otlier persons within 
tlie lands, unless with prior written permission. 

Control of Pcrforninnces arltl Rxltil)itions ; 

18 No person shall give or take part in or atlctnpt to give or takc 
part in any performance or exhibition on the Comtnon Good 
I,ands except witli prior written permission. 

S11ccir71 Permission 

19 Any npplicntion for spccial pcrmissio~i il l  lcniis of lhc 
lbrcgoit~g nianagc~ncnl rulcs !nay I>c r.cli~scd or granlctl hy Ilic 
Council su1,jcct lo such terms and conditions as tlie Council 
tnny th ink fit to impose. 



20 Any special peni~ission required by the managcmcnt rules 
must be exhibited on demand to any police officer or 
authorised oflicial. 

21 Applications for special permissions shall be made to the 
offices of Sut1ierl;lnd District Council at 7'he Meadows, 

. Dornoch or Main Street, Golspie or to Ihe successors of 
Su~licrland I>istrict Council at sucli location or locntiotis :IS 

may kc prescribccl by the successor. 

22 It shall not be clee~ned contrary to tliesc rules for any pcrson or 
any servant of any person etnployed by or acting on behalf of 
or with the authority of the Council to perfonn any act 
necessary to the propcr execution of his duties within tlie 
boundary of the Co~nmon Good Lands. 

23 No person shall disregard or disobey any directions or 
instructions relating to or in pursuance of ilic Management 
Rules given by any nutl~orised ofliccr in the propcr esercise of 
his duties. 

24 'The terrils ol' thcsc ri~lcs shall not apply to nicmbcrs of' tlic 
cmcrgcncy scrviccs wliilc in  the pcrformancc or llicir ol'licial 
duties. 

25 Wliere a pcrson has persistently contravenotl or attempted to 
contravcnc these rules that person sllall bc made the subject of 
an exclusion orcler u~ider Section 117 of the Civic Government 
(Scotland) Act 1982. The exclusion order shall have elli.ct for 
a period not exceeding one year. 

26 The terms of any lease of any part of tlie Co~n~non Good ],and 
entered into prior to tlie co~nmencement ol' tliese rules shall 
have precedence where contrary to any term ortlicsc rules. 

27 Any person who has been required to leave the Common Good 
Lands by an authorised oficer who has reasonable grounds to 
believe that person has contravened or is about to contravene 
any of the forgoing rilles and fails to leave or being an 
excluded person enters or attempts to enter the common Good 
Lands shall be guilty of an offence. Such a person shall be 
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 150 as 

. . 
prescribed by Section 1 18 of tlie Civic Governnient (Scotland) 
Act 1982 or sucli other sum as may be prescribed from time to 
tirnc in any statutory aniendmcnt therelo. 



I A meeting a9 i n t e res ted  p a r t i e s  was he ld  in t h e  CacmciJ G h a ~ l l t s ~ r "  sn 
Tuesday5 29th l"larch, 1944, a t  7 ,50  pm, i n  ardcr ta diaruss  the 
manayemant -D+ t he  Darnach Gr~mmcrn Goad Lands, 

7h@ area concerned, which i s  shown on the  attached plan* %tu@&eha&t in 
t h e  east fr-am the Poin t ,  ~ i p  t h e  coast, until I.esvel w i t h  the mid-way 
a+ t he  12th +airway 0.f t h e  Champinnsh:ip Caursr;; in the n o r t h  aTsnp 
t h e  r i g h t  nf way which crnsses the  12th and 5 t h  +airways; i n  t h e  
wte"lif: 11,ong t he  edge af t he  course +ram the 5th tee .to the  Club hsumm, 
dawn t he  tarmac d r i v e  beside the  baw l i ng  qraen, (alnng t h s  & d q ~  af t h e  
St.ruie Caurze t o  t.t=i@ road gate besicia the Sewage I)r;pt Dapot, alung 
the wall. a+ t h e  G l e b e  Fie1 d t a  t h e  Black Bur-q, and aPang the 8,lik~Cf 
Burn t a m t h e  sea; and i n  t he  saiakh alung t he  coast Srnm,th@ E3lac.k Burn 
t o  t he  Fhint.  

Designated roads and tracks are shown on the  attsc'hed plan. 

Pk- i%-a~%r--Sim&dn&$ o f  Gcat t ish  Nat ional  Her i tage rjpuk~ a+ the 
natPo~gX and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  impartanre sf t he  D o r n ~ t h  F i y t h  w e 4  g q , 3  
wnole, 6 u t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  o+ the p a r t  coverefr.by the ~org~$f~.(j~ r$ - . '  

l a n d s .  "?'be whole of i t  jar. an area o f  grea scenic beauty an%, i n  ; 
addTtion,  the^ s a l t  marsh area t o  t h e  south of the , . a l r f i t s lq .wo ,  , , p  

&bs~gnditatff aa a B i t e  a+ S c i e n t i f i c  fntere'st  far. i t s  b i r d  amd (plank 
Ii-Fe, much a9 which was qi-tit& ur)iq&e. )H@ rj;ti-~se@d .that t h e  area was 
ruf +eying +ron  an exp las i  an a f  "vehici.ll ar- and pede~irtrd aaq uqe, m y ~ h  -a4 
it dedtr'mctivc;, whfkh, i f  no t  c h e c k e d ,  wm~di- t l  resuit i n  the 'ruiAnat ik  
o+ an @trv%panfient &f;ich w a ' a l i  wished ta preserve. M a  % t & t ~ d  that 
S c m t t i s h  Edatimna3 Her i tage had t h e  pawor t r s  enforce legal %w$&~uardr 
WS, i t  ~~~~~~red t o  warkc 'lzhraugh peipst.tazsion ar'ld GO-operlat.i.t;);n. He 
.&ww&W %h&% &I l the p&Ptiem canqcrnw4 sha~cld get taggathrs'6 and 
e&*- e e b  ' tm 1~3ir?~imIf~B t h e  d a n g e r ~  +acing t h e  c39i~~a. 

.A ' 
M$@W ~ a f i g i f i g  hIilrirrld4ztf6n w h f  eh 9o13ewrd, incl udinlrjt ac 'mast 

mfve'l~rttsi  trth Mr. T. McCulloch, i n d i c ~ C e d  qu&e F>,dkkfy 
t h a t  %ha j3~Qmtpa3, prmlam l a y  w i t h  v e h i ~ u l a r  abuse 0.f: * h i  area. - 

1 0 1  

A4 the m d  a+ the mneting i t  naa agreed to e@t up q 
~rnr~ll%emk.'M& w ~ l d  mani tar t he  $I tuaticq knd  haaka 
te tk&PilisWSri Cmnr13, nr its atlcc~sss6. The! c o h i d t @ ~  
~mnraiist a+ ths Dwnmeh Caunci l.llar aas Chairman, thrtjsma! ~ & m b ~ a r ~ e  @ $Rm ,& ,  

CbdncPi, an4 una raprs s sn th t t i v~  each fram the Cimrlkylr, 
~ a c i d @ , ' ' t ? b  6~39 ~ l u b ,  t;t7.w Caravan S i t e ,  end the P H J ~ ~ C U I ~ M P ~ ~ J  
Bcrrirky. The cmmittee w me t r a  .time bu$ na% Sry  
a%ap +km@gr ~f s ~ ;  Hafit%%. 

- I 

PWWmE8 MW66SvtiBMT PLAN FOR THE CUMMUN GOOD LANDG O F  DORNQCH- , 

13 , . . h r7 

& & ' & G !  TwB-LIW~S. . 1 

2. Vehicle% ancl nlakar cyc les  f n u ~ t  use designated t r acks  o r  road% 
and must not  d a p ~ r - t  from tham. 

15. Na veh ic le% a r  mator cyc les  are .to be permittmcal cjn t h e  a i r b i e l d .  



4,, No veh ic les  or motor cycl.es are tu be par-mitted i n  thm area t o  

- 
Works. 'These vehf clee must keep t o  t h s  tarmac raad. 

(b)  Vehicles owned by t he  t3nl.F Club must us r  designated t r acks  
t n  reach the  area which i s  leased t o  them south mast of t he  
a i r .F ie ld.  

5 .  Na fences may be erected w i t h i n  t h e  area wi thout  t he  p r i o r  
w r i t t e n  permiasinn of  the  committee. 

6. A 3 1  ex terna l  boundary fences mu%t have an adequate p rov i s i on  of 
k i % ~ i n g  gate= and/or robust  s t i l e s  i n  order t o  a l low w prapar 
f r lcdom nS access. 

7. The c u t t i n g  of t u r f  and t he  ex-kract:iun of  bent autsidm the  gal+ 
c lub  lease must cease +or thwi th .  

8 .  The cutt:,ing o f  t u r f  i n  t he  s a l t  marsh area w i t h i n  t he  g o l f  c lub  7 
Ieasc; w i l l  r equ i r e  t he  p r i w r  w r i t t e n  a#pravwl o f  t he  cnmmittsg, 1 

'7. The c;z:trtacqtilan of  bent from any ar@a oaf. t he  Dt.lnes w i t h i n  thl; 
g a l f  c l u b  leas@ must cease fb r thw i th .  

10. The ex t r ac t i on  af  sand from any p a r t  nf t he  Dunes w i l l  r equ i r e  
the  p r i o r  w r i t t e n  approval o f  t he  cammit.ta@. 

The 9g51@wang procfpdur~s f o r  the  p ra tec t i an  nf t he  a i r f i e l d  a re  
s u g g ~ s t ~ d  Sar d i  scu rs i  on and pasad. b l  e reeemmendat i an E - 

The d i t c h  that rune from the  Black Burn eastwards, parall6ek w i t h  
the , a i s f f  e l d ,  shauld be wttended  t o  t he  D ~ t n h s ,  w i t h  Saattsridgea 
-Far p ~ d e s t r i  an use. Th@ a p p r . 0 ~ ~ 1  a# S c n t t i  sh Nat ional  Mari tag@ 
t o  be sought f i r s t .  

2, The edge caf t he  tarmac raad t u  be fenced #from t he  c r ~ j v e r t  
grosrieing t he  d i t c h  t o  the  boundwry of  t h e  Smwage bdarks, mr- 

3. , A  ditch t o  be dug in%tead, i n  which caea t he  appraval o.$ 3 c n t t i s h  
Mattaha2 Wari tag@ t o  be saugh-t: f i r e t .  

4. A las lkad gate to b~ p r a v i d ~ d  far en t ry  t o  the  sauth side ~f t he  
a i r 4 " i r l d .  

The Management Pl.an, as .F ina l ly  approvipd, i s  ta be submitted t n  
Sutherland P i s t r i c t  Cai.~nci l , at- I t s  siuccesear., f o r  apprav~~11. - 
S i  gned 

D i s t , r i c t  Ca~tnci lXor.  
Chairman, Dor-noch L inks  Management Committlfaa. 









Dornoch Common Good Lands 

History has gi\?en to the inhabitants of the Royal Burgh of 
Dornoch a predious asset in some five hundred acres of Common 
Good land. 

-4s early as 1221 Bishop Gilbert in setting up rules for his 
diocese refers to "the common pastures of the said city of 
r)or:~och. " By 1630 Sir Robert Gordon writes of Dornoch Links as 
"the fairest and largest linkes of any pairt of Scotland fitt for 
Archery. goffing, ryding, and all other exercise." 

From a receipt dated 1618, Re k n o ~  that the young John Glas, Earl 
of Suthei-land enjoyed golf and archery here. 

Thirty six gears later. some 3 5 0 0  foot soldiers and 1 5 0 0  horsemen 
\vei-e on the Links engaged in a grimmer sport than golf. They 
were being revie~ed by Lieut. General Middleton and the Earl of 
Glencairn. who Rere seeking to restore Charles I1 to the thrones 
of Scotland and England. Another re3iew took place round t11e 
sixteenth green vihen King Haakon of Norway addressed a force of 
Nor~egians in 1 9 4 2 .  

At various times the Town Council made rules to control the use 
of the Links and to provide revenue. The minutes of 1 8 1 2  
contained the following passage: 

"And they (i.e. the Town Council) order that the Pro Fiscal 
prosecute any person who may presume to tirr the soil of the said 
Links or remove or carry away feal or divot or earth 
therefrom after this date." The turf referred to would be lifted 
with a cabar lar or flaughter spade and used in thatching or 
building the upper ~ a l l s  of houses. 

The Eye-laws of 1 8 9 5  stated that "The inhabitants of the Burgh 
shall be entitled. as use is, to graze horses and cattle and 
their followers but not sheep, on the Links, paying the Common 
Good of the Burgh the dues therefor". 

Turf cutting was still prohibited and vehicles had to follow 
specified tracks. Detailed instructions were given as to how 
golfers should conduct themselves; eg. the golfer "shall not 
raise the turf of the teeing ground"! Rents from the Common Good 
for quarrying stone, grazing animals. or from shooting rights 
brought in more income than the Burgh Assessments. 



The coming of the railway in 1902 and a vigorous publicity 
campaign by the then Golf Club Secretary, John Sutherland, 
brought prosperity to Dornoch, and golfing greats like J H 
Taylor, Harry Vardon. Joyce and Roger Wethered and more recently, 
Tom Watson, Greig Norman and Ben Crenshaw have sung the praises 
of Royal Dornoch world-wide. This means greater pressure on the 
Common Good lands for golf and other recreation. We hope that 
you will respect this environmentally sensitive area, thus 
maintaining for future generations the enjoyment, we hope, that 
has been yours on Dornoch Links. 






