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DORNOCH COMMON GOOD LANDS
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MANAGEMENT RULES

DORNOCIH COMMON GOOD LANDS, DORNOCII

The SUTHERLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL established in terms of
the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 hercinalter referred to as
‘the Council” by virtue of Section 112 of the Civic Government
(Scotland) Act 1982, (hereinafter referred to as ‘the 1982 Act’) and
of all other powers authorising or empowering them on their behalf
do hereby make and enact the following management rules for the
preservation, management and regulation of the Dornoch Common
Good Lands, Dornoch (hereinafter refcrred to as the ‘Common
Good Lands’). The Common Good Lands are shown delineated in
black on the plan annexed hereto.

Protection of Property

| No person shall on the Common Good Lands remove,
displace, damage, deface or alter any building, structure, or
other property whether moveable or immoveable including any
notice forming part of the Common Good Lands.

Litter

No person shall deposit rubbish or refuse or leave litter of any
description on the Common Good Lands.
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No person shall deposit on the Common Good Lands any
substance or article likely to cause injury or damage to any
person or property.

Vegpetation

No person shall cut, displace or remove any sand, soil or turl
or any tree, shrub or plant situated or growing within the
boundary of the Common Good Lands.

Wildlife .

No person shall wilfully kill, take molest or cause harm to any
wildlife on the lands or disturb any animal or bird therein or
remove eggs from any bird’s nest or destroy such nest in
contravention of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981,

No person shall cause or suffer any dog belonging to him or in
his charge to enter upon or remain within the Common Good
Land area unless such a dog be and continue to be under
proper control and is eflectively restrained from causing
disturbance to any person and from worrying or disturbing any
other animal. Such person shall be responsible for uplifling
any excrement deposited by his dog.

No person shall take or allow his dog(s) onto the area of beach
opposite the car park and children's play arca.

Vcehicles
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No person shall, without writlen lawful permission, ride, drive
or park a mechanically or electrically propelled vehicle or
draw, push or cycle or cause to be drawn, pushed or cycled any
trolley, trailer, car or other wheeled vehicle or motor cycle or
mopcd (other than one used for the carriage of a child or
children or disabled persons) over the Common Good Lands
except on a part so designated or set out and made up for the
parking of vehicles. '

Camping and Caravanning

No person shall, without lawful permission, camp or crect a
tent, shed or similar structure or usc any vehicle including a
caravan and caravanette as sleeping accommodation or occupy
such a vehicle overnight on the Common Good Land other
than within the boundary designated as a caravan site. '

Buildings

The construction of any building on the Common Good Lands
shall be precluded except with prior written permission
notwithstanding any statutory consents received. There will be
a presumption against any building south of River Street.

Disturbance

No person shall wilfully obstruct, disturb, interrupt or annoy
any person in their peaccable and proper use or enjoyment of
the Common Good Lands or interrupt, disturb or obstruct any
authorised oflicial or any person employed by or acting on
behalfl of or under the authority of the Council in the proper
discharge ol his dutics or in the proper exccution of any work
connected with the improvement, maintcnance or regulation of
the Common Good Lands.
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Fires

No person shall, except with prior written permission, light
any fires or stove or similar apparatus or place or throw any
lighted match or any flammable substance or material near (o
any grass, fern, heather, bushes or trees or any structure on the
Common Good Lands or undertake any other activities likely
to cause damage by fire

Fircarms

No person shall carry, discharge or use any firearm, including
gas or air operated devices, anywhere within the Common
Good Lands unless authorised to do so.

Sale of Goods

No person shall, without prior written permission, use or
permit to be used any vehicle or structure on the land for, or in
connection with, the advertisement or sale of any animal,
article or other commodity and without prejudice to the
foregoing generality any building or land or offer any services

for reward.

No person shall affix or write any advertisement, bill, placard
or notice with in the boundary of the Common Good Lands

unless with prior written permission.

Control of Games etc
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No person shall play or makc preparation {o play any
organised game or take part in any sport or organised form of
recreation on the Common Good Lands except in those areas
designated for those purposes unless with prior written
approval,

Control of Mectings

No person whilst on any part of the Common Good Lands
without the prior permission of the Council shall deliver or
utter any speech or lecture or hold or cause to be held or take
part in any lecture, religious scrvice or public mecting,
assembly procession or demonstration.

Control of Use of Radios etc.

No person on the Common Good Lands shall operate any
record player, cassette, radio or television or similar apparatus,
sing or play any musical instrument in such a manner or to
such a degree as may cause annoyance to other persons within
the lands, unless with prior written permission.

Control of Performances and Exhibitions |

No person shall give or take part in or attempt to give or take
part in any performance or exhibition on the Common Good
LLands except with prior written permission,

Special Permission

Any application for special permission in ferms of the
forcgoing management rules may be refused or granted by the
Council subject to such terms and conditions as the Council

may think fit to impose.
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Any special permission required by the management rules
must be exhibited on demand to any police officer or

authorised ofTicial.

Applications for special permissions shall be made to the
offices of Sutherland District Council at The Meadows,

. Dornoch or Main Street, Golspie or to the successors of

Sutherland District Council at such location or locations as
may be prescribed by the successor.

Council Officer and FEmployees

It shall not be deemed contrary to these rules for any person or
any servant of any person employed by or acting on behalf of
or with the authority of the Council to perform any act
necessary {o the proper execution of his duties within the
boundary of the Common Good Lands.

Qbservance

No person shall disregard or disobey any directions or
instructions relating to or in pursuance of the Management
Rules given by any authorised officer in the proper exercise of

his duties.

Ioxceptions

The terms of these rules shall not apply to members of the
emergeney services while in the performance of their official

dutics.

Exclusion Orders
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Where a person has persistently contravened or attempted to
contravene these rules that person shall be made the subject of
an exclusion order under Section 117 of the Civic Government
(Scotland) Act 1982. The exclusion order shall have effect for
a period not exceeding one year,

I.eases

The terms of any lease of any part of the Common Good Land
entered into prior to the commencement of these rules shall
have precedence where contrary to any term of these rules.

Offences

Any person who has been required to leave the Common Good
Lands by an authorised officer who has reasonable grounds to
believe that person has contravened or is about to contravene
any of the forgoing rules and fails to leave or being an
excluded person enters or atfempts to enter the common Good
Lands shall be guilty of an offence. Such a person shall be
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £50 as
prescribed by Section 118 of the Civic Government (Scotland)

" Act 1982 or such other sum as may be prescribed from time to

time in any statutory amendment thereto.

, DORNOCH
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NHHL: 2002, 01002

ROY AL BURGH OF DORNOCH

A meeting of interested parties was held in the Council Chamber on
Tuesday , 29th March, 1994, at 7.30 pm, in arder to discuss the
management of the Dornoch Common Bood Lands.

The arga concerned, which is shown on the attached plans; stretches in
the east from the Point, up the coast, until level with the mid-way
af the 12th fairway of the Championship Cowrse; in the north along
the right of way which crosses the 12th and Sth fairways; in the
west along the edge of the course from the Sth tee to the Club house,
down the tarmac drive beside the bhowling green, along the edge of the
Btruie Course to the road gate beside the Sewage Dept Depot, along
the wall of the Glebe Field to the Black Burn, and along the Blachk
Burn to the sea; and in the south along the coast from.the Black Burn

to the Faint. ' o :
Jlof ot
Designated roads and tracks are shown on the attached plan. Dreets

M Fraser—-Simmonds of Scottish National Heritage spoke of the
natlmm@] and international importance of the Dornoch kirth araa ;g &
whole, but in particular of the part cmvarai«by the Gammqn Qm ‘
Lands. The whole of it was an area of great scenic beauty aﬁg
addition, the salt marsh area to the south of the airfield. WaB |
&ésignatﬁﬁ a% a Site of Scientific Interest for its bird and plant
1ife, mich of which was guite unigie. ’‘He stressed that the area was
suffering from an explosion of ‘vehicular and pedeatrxam uge, much of
it dedfructive, which, if not checksd, would resul¥ in the ruinatidn
of an &rvivonment which wee'all wished to preserve. He steated that
Scottish Mational Heritage had the power to enforce legal safeguards
but it preferred to work through persuasion and qm~mparat1mﬁ..'Hﬁ
P&éﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂ that all the parties concerned shouwld get together and
take Woelhks to minimise the dengers facing the arsa.

The wide ranging discuesion which followed, including &' most
comprehernsive letter from Mr. T. McCullpech, indicated guite ¢
that ﬁﬂ&‘ﬁrfﬁtipai problem lay with vahicular abuse of the area.

At the end of the meeting it was agreed to ﬁﬁt WP a management
committed which would monitor the situation and make ra:qmmew‘ﬂtimnm
te the Dietrict Council, or its succeesofF. The comnittes
consist of the Dornoch Councillor as Chairman, thres mmmnarm mé the
' Couneil, ard one Fepresentative each from the Hmritﬁg@
Socidly, ‘the B51F Club, the Caravan Site, and the Agricultural
Bociety. The cammitte& will meet from time to time but not less than

oo e ‘éva g1W morths. ’ ) B
@W&‘&?‘MW - /(-;9-(,9‘/ ¢ c:lmhma -

FROPOSED MANABEMENT PLAN FOR THE COMMON GOOD LANDS OF DORNOCH
aww mﬁﬁm AS THE' LINKES, ‘

B

s Mo motor cyoles are permitted in the Dunes in any part of the
E R
Al Vehicles and motor cyecles must use designated tracks or roads

arnd must not depart from them.

3. No vehicles or motor cycles are to be permitted on the airfield.
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10.

No vehicles or motor cvcles are to be permitted in the area to
the south of the airfield, with the following exceptionsis
.l’/ ol Je oCers = Car foarR LR -5;’::«*5’4'&/ e ‘y;'g’"'&/r/{“‘“‘@‘- ’
(a) Yehicleg belonging to, ar having bhusiness with, the SBewige
Works. These vehicles must keep to the tarmac road.

(b)) Vehicles owned by the Golf Club must use designated tracks
to reach the area which is leased to them south east of the
airfield.

No fences may he erected within the area without the prior
wreitten permigsion of the committee.

All external boundary fences must have an adequate provision of
kiesing gates and/or robust stiles in order to allow a proper
freedom of access.

The cutting of turf and the extraction of bent outsicde the galf
club lease must cease forthwith.

The cutting of turf in the salt marsh area within the golf club
lease will regquire the prior written apgproval of the committes.

The extraction of bent from any area of the Dunes within the
golf club lease must cease forthwith.

The extraction of sand from any part of the Dunes will reguire
the prior written approval of the committee.

The following procedures for the protection of the airfield are
suggested for discussion and possible recommendation: -

2.

The diteh that runs from the Black Burn eastwards, parallel with
the airfield, should be extended to the Dunes, with footbridges
for pedestrian use., The approval of Scottish National Heritage
to be sought first.

The edge of the tarmac road to be fenced from the culvert
groseing the ditch to the boundary of the Bewage Works, or

‘Matonal Heritage to be sought first.

A locked gete to be provided for entry to the south side of ths
airfield,

The Management Flan, as finally approved, is to be submitted to
Butherland District Council, or its successor, for approval.

8igned

Digtrict Coungillor.
Chairman, Dornoch Links Management Committee.
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Dornoch Common Good Lands

History has given to the inhabitants of the Royal Burgh of
Dornoch a previous asset in some five hundred acres of Common
Good land.

As early as 1224 Bishop Gilbert in setting up rules for his
diocese refers to "the common pmastures of the said city of
Dornoch." By 1630 Sir Robert Gordon writes of Dornoch Links as
"the fairest and largest linkes of any pairt of Scotland fitt for
Archery, goffing, ryding, and all other exercise."

From a receipt dated 1618, we know that the young John Glas, Earl
of Sutherland enjoved golf and archery here.

Thirty six yvears later, some 3500 foot soldiers and 1500 horsemen
were on the Links engaged in a grimmer sport than golf. They
were being reviewed by Lieut. General Middleton and the Earl of
Glencairn, who were seeking to restore Charles II to the thrones
of Scotland and England. Another review took place round the
sixteenth green when King Haakon of Norway addressed a force of
Norwegians in 1942.

At various times the Town Council made rules to control the use
of the Links and to provide revenue. The minutes of 1812
contained the following passage:

"And they (i.e. the Town Council) order that the Pro Fiscal
prosecute any person who may presume to tirr the soil of the said
Links or remove or carry away feal or divot or earth

therefrom after this date."” The turf referred to would be lifted
with a cabar lar or flaughter spade and used in thatching or
building the upper walls of houses.

The Byve-laws of 1895 stated that "The inhabitants of the Burgh
shall be entitled., as use 1is, to graze horses and cattle and
their followers but not sheep, on the Links, paying the Common
Good of the Burgh the dues therefor'.

Turf cutting was still prohibited and vehicles had to follow

specified tracks. Detailed instructions were given as to how
golfers should conduct themselves; eg. the golfer "shall not
raise the turf of the teeing ground"! Rents from the Common Good

for quarrying stone, grazing animals, or from shooting rights
brought in more income than the Burgh Assessments.



The coming of the railway in 1902 and a vigorous publicity
campaign by the then Golf Club Secretary, John Sutherland,
brought prosperity to Dornoch, and golfing greats 1like J H
Tavlor, Harry Vardon, Joyce and Roger Wethered and more recently,
Tom Watson, Greig Norman and Ben Crenshaw have sung the praises
of Royal Dornoch world-wide. This means greater pressure on the
Common Good lands for golf and other recreation. We hope that
you will respect this environmentally sensitive area, thus
maintaining for future generations the enjoyment, we hope, that
has been yours on Dornoch Links.
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