


1. lotroduclkion

The excavation of Lhe aile on the north-east corner of a new

griavel quiarry loole place over Y weeks from November 1987 until
February 1988. The work win carried out by the author, peid
volunteers «nd other inlerented individuals mainly from the

Dornoch Heritngse Society. A pront from 3bD (HBL) covered the

firat 4 weeka of Lhe excnvnlion, It wng done with the co-operitbion
ol Llhe controetera, Miller Uonstruction, and of Lhe sub-contraclors,
K.P.C. millnl‘(hglannu:Linn nkso funded the nvulhor's travelling

expengsen durlng Lha Inal ¢ weekn of the excavabion.

"he HrUh“GDLOHi&“L fenlburen hnd Leen disbturbed by the preliminnry
atriopiiy; of Lthe topnoll balfore qunrrying bepgnn, and by the
extrncbinn of grmvel Ltnell, which only cenaned in thio parl of
the qurrery when Lhe miachine driver noticed large soundotone blocks
in his bucket. l!owever, certnin postholes oulnide the surviving
uren of archneolopienl deponlitin, showing ng fenturea in the

nnatural gravel, were nuccennfully related lo the olher evidence.

2. Soulerrain ot PLANS 1 -3

This wag separnted from lhe rest of the site by a wide mnchine
acoop. The ooulerrnin wag nligned Nif=5kE, and the will survived

to a lengtht of T on Lhe Hib nlde ond 2,.%m on the J%W. The maximum
surviving hielpht oC the wolln woa l.Ym, Thin walling consinled

of large roughly-urensed usnndntone blooks — maximum nize 0-70m x
0.5m x O.84m high — which were 1aid long axes veftlcnlly and flatter
[nces outwnrd., Thase gondolone blocks had been imported to the
sitle. Uwller rounded nlones were nlgo used in the walling which
hod beetr nelocbed [vowm the nubural pravelo.

A Floor narfnee Tanida tha soulerrain of well lrnmpled sandy gravel
vty excavithed, Ao il Lhin Level were 4 oppnoite paitrva of
poalholen, which mny indiente nupport for the wnlls or for th

roof. Cut throush Lhe floor whis n round pit, 1.%m in diameler and

L.O3m deep. The Mmelion of this feature 1is not eclear. A greasy





























