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1. Intro<luc~ion 

The excavation of th oite on the north-ea.st cornar of a nevv 

t_;ravel gu,.trry toolc pilace ov~r 9 weelrn from November 19 7 until 

February 1908. The worlc wno curried out by the a uthor, paid 

volunteer• c1nu o tiler inter o ted indivic1uals mainly from the 

Dornoch H'oritcc;e 0ociety. A crant from SDD (IIB!ll) covered the 
firnt 4 wce lrn of l;li<' exct1v11l,l.on. lt wns aone wi. l;h the co-orcra tion 

of tlie c n ~rnctrH·11 ., · nlllln L' (J onn true tlon, an,l of the sul>-contre.ctors, 

K.P.C. J\lilJ.or Uunn Lr.uutlrn'I nlno fun(led the 11u.tl1or 1 0 travellin~ 

expeuses l1 ur l,ng ll1 o J_no t ? wP.e'"lrn of the excn.vn tion. 

' The arclw eo l.o(l,ic11 I. Jen C\Al'i?-ll ltnt1 been tl itJ turbc<l by the preliminary 

ntrippin11, of Lila b1pnoll. li!'ll'nre qu11rr_ytng bee;nn, 8.nd by the 

extrnctl.on of c.1·11vnl lt;nol I", which only ccon~1l in thi• part of 

the qui.trry wl1~n l.lln 1nnchlt1t1 tl t· I.var no l;icecl lnrge so.1111stone bloclcs 

in lits lmclrnt. llow ver, urirtnln poat!toies outoiuc the surviv·ne 

11rea of nrcl10eolo1tlcn.l de ponl to, ohowing aa feR.turen in the 

natura ero.vcl, were uccennfully related to the other evidence. 

2. outerrnin :SEE PL!\NS 1 -3 

This was s~paratea from thereat of the site ~ya wide machine 

scoop. 'l'he ooul;crruin wns Dlir,ned N~/-SE, and the wnll survived 

ton le11e;tl1 of '{,n on the NJ•: 111(10 nrnl 2.5m on the "N. The max imum 

ourviv·11£3 ltel,o:ht or tile w11L1n wn.:3 1.~m. 'l'hiR wnltine consisted 

.L 

of laris~ rou{~h ly-cl reri :ieu nn1111 n tone bl oaks - mn.xiinurn • iz'c O • ?5rn x 

0.5m x O.B~m hir,h - whicll wore laid lone axes vcr,ti..cnJly and flutter 

fnc cs ou twnru. 'rhcoc ann<lo tono bloc}rn had been imported to the 

• i te. Llmal1er ruu11<1eu n ~01lnn were rtlfJo uscc1 in the wo.lline which 

hnll bccu • cloc te1l fro111 'Lltri 111L~11rHl p;rnveln. 

A floor mfffnne I 1111 i ,1~ Lil"" lll)uLorrnln of vv L.L tr1:1 rnp ed sandy gravel 

wno excnvnl,~d. Al110 nt Ll1lt1 lnvol were 4 oupo8it pniro oI 
I 

pon Lllolcn, wll LcJ1 11111,v l1Hl lti11 ~n nunport for the vvo.lln or for the 

roof. Cut thrOU( 1,h ~he f .Lc)or wrto a. round pit, 1. 5111 in cliame ter an<l 

l.OJ111 deep. 'l'h~ [1111ctio11 of l;hio feature in not c ear. A erea y 



/ oilty tlepoalt J.n Lile, bottom of tho plt wns on111plec). 

'l'ho oou tor1·n.l.u 11111·1 "L Lher o o I Lr• pned or been ll e I. i. beru tely pulled 

clow11, uncl tho 11111l11 J'I I.L of l,lio p.lt fenLure w1tr1 tli:1r. ncetl wallinr;. 

'l'he vvhol<, iu Ln .-J.o ,. li11cl unr~,, r I I Lecl up w.1. th <1 u1n pn ()f onnuy gravel . 

3. llouo e oi Lo u 111l -~~~ l.leyLE•~~ to-nou terrain. 

'.the other major J'entures of Lhe oite hnve lJeen jnterpreted ao 

the surviving pnr t or o. rou,u1-hou"'e; nnd an arrnocinted gulley. 
. , - . 

'l'hio hou• e hnd 1Joo11 .lnitlnt.Jw _ounlc into the p;rourn1 surface to 

A. clepth of nt lenn t O.?m. 'J!lirec phaoos of use of the structure 
I 

have been idcnt2fiec1. 

Phooe 1 SEE PLAN 1 AND 4 

An inner arc oI ~ poo tholcn o. ~ 5m - 0. Gorn in (l lame ter and O. 6 Jm 

0. G9rn deep, nnu G mnnllcr outer ostholco along the inner edge of 

the cut were excavH tecl. 'l'h~n e a.re to.le en to indicate tlla t a 

rounu-house c. 9rn .l n clinme l;er hnd exia ted, although nothing of 

the prcsu111eu mnLclll11{?; pootlit>l.co further 0outh llau survived the 

rnn.chi.ne cuLo. A .l11rp;e rou11cl nncl deep feature wns nlso fowid, 

cu. t; Lltrou{',h thf"I f' I oor aur r nn n, which cons is L cl of tro.mplcd and 

co111 pnc teu 1~rn v fil. 

Len.ti lttG off NW f J'lllll 1,11 lw1111 n n reE\ , 

\'IL1• a e;ulley '/111 loup; nnd 1. '/ ';rn wldc. 

fl ru1 cu I; llown to the same level 

Un either siuc of the access 

to the gulley wn.n 11 1nnjor ponLhole O.~rn ucep, ouee;e c1l;ine a raLed 

root' hciglt t he L'c. WI. LI Lin I.Ito r~ulley i Lo elf thr e o poosi te pn.irs 

of pon thole,., 11111y :I 11d I.en te Lit(! poui tiono of U .1111>crs which may have 

rcve t tcd the u11s tnl> l.c n:LcJ en or the cut n.nd ponn Lbly nlso 

oupr,orLed a roof. A nlot llo1.wr.cn the extreme N1'J pnir of pos tholes 

9Uf':/100 ts rt clon · n,~ vv11 I I.. 'l'lt ~ pnrnllelfJ in size, orie
1

n ta tion 

n1HL in ten1cll f no. tu1·eu ue twc<"! 11 thio e;ullcy and the s'tone built 

nou terrain are obv iOU!J, aml tho one mo.y be a more sophisticate<l 

veroion of the othor. 

'l'he row1.cJ-houno lln<1 1>11 rno<l ii own o.nd o. clear uor; truct · on level of 

cnrLwnioecJ wood r111d oxl<lln,ul /~rnvelo wnn noLcd flntl nnmpled. 

l1 lwne 2 

Pineo • of rl'.l<l 11u111l11 l.0110, wh I, 11 does not occur locally I were ob"'ervcd 

on l;h~ j_ntr!rf1111e or I.II~ l'l1n1,,, I. lleotrucLion n111l tltc later deposits; 

th!'! conotnwl.lon 1111d une of' I.lit, ntone nout r1·nl11 mn.,y 'be contemporary 

with tile occupntlo11 oC tlin l 'lt1111n 2 houno. 



'J'Jie r;ulley wnn nl111orit co111pll'ltely fille<l with dumps of sandy gravel, ac, 

wnn 111uch of I.hr, l1n11n,,, eri pl'!O I Ill. Ly tile NW n.ren. The fills mo.y be the 

~J<env·1tet1 m11 Lnr.l II I. 1·1·om t,ti,, 11ouLorr1:1.Ln trench. Six shallow 

ex to1·na.L pu.1 l,lio I nr1 nJ·e l;tw,1(1.ll t to relu te to th.io occupation. No 

floor lcvelo wert1 id ~n ti [lou. 'l'hio timber structure also burned 

down. 'l'he cE1 ,·l>on I 11 ~d roof t lmuero, including possib e ring beam 

ond rnftcr• (ne~ 1'.1,AN 5) w~re exca.vnteu o.ncl on.mplcd. They urvived 

iutsJct uuo to u rien.l.l.ng J.11,yor of grey Elilt which may be derived 

Irom tho turf rouflug oodo. 

Plwoe 3 , , , 
This level huu l.Joon dlsturbnu l>y the bulldozer, und the main 

evidence recovered co,rnlo to<.l of uarlc eruvelly oil t Dpreads within 
I ~ 

Lhe limit• of tho houoe arrin. A possible indication that there 

1Httl been a 111n;lor r·nu<m• Ll'lwl;lou wao ll largo round fenture l.lm 

ln tllo.metor tu,cl l'ul ly 1.1;,11 d"c,p, wlth near v~rhcnl t,ides, taken 

to be the hol.o fn,· n 1110.nt1\vr, pont. No nearly comparalJle features 

were notetl from l,hl.ri plHlllft 1 however. 

~ • 0 ther Jon. l,u re11 • 

A. The bot torn O. 0~111 of n o t.11y-lined p;rnin , Lt wno located juot 

lJy Lhe machl11e 011 t nnc tJ.011 1,111·our,h the roundhounf'?. The grain ho.d 

become corl>o11 I rieil, LIIH1 w1111 r1n111pled. No o trnt i r;raphlcnl relationship 

between thio nn<l Lite reot ol' tho site ourvivetl, but its location 

between 2 of the pootholoo of tho inner arc of the Phase 1 structure 

io sugeestive. 

D. A steep-oiue,l p L t-lilcn r on ~ure locnted c. 20m west of the 

stone soutcrruln wno cxpoot1<l in section. It ho.u be n at least 

0. 9Um deep. 'l'he f illo conn .i.n t eu. of darlc grenoy silt. 

C. A miu.uen plt O.'/)m tleep l"'Xpooed ·n oection on tho far side of 

the quarry, l~Um oouth of Lhe rnuin exca.vn.tion ar n. !~ills 

including much muonc,l, coclclo nnd vvhellc shell •• 

5. 1rhe finuo 

Duo to the nature of tho 11011 organic ourvival was poor and bone 

wn• only rccoverel1 i.11 smnll. qu1mtitieo from the stone Gouterruin 

hacllflll grrtv{':lr1. ~:11111LL plnllf'III of l>u1·11L bone were recovered from 

rou11ul1ouao pli11n~11 ·1 1111<1 2. 

Oue Dheru. of 110Ll.n1·.v wun rooov~r~u from the r;uUey fills, and a 

few noft pioon11 wl1loll !ind ln11~ Lheir oxternr:i.L ourfnces from the 

oton~ souL<'!1·1·nl11 11001· Jflv"I, 

r 



-

A lnrge uure l;o uuh i,cl C.liu I; r I l\lt n wo.s found in n. plrnoe 2 a eposi t, 

n11d part; of n bl'oh "'' len l' - ·1d1np,,ll o.rrovvhcad of Buchnn flint, also 

itt n phUFJe c. co11Loxt. 

G. ConclunJ.on 

Ilo pefully th l.11 v" ,·.v n l11111 I I r I l"ld nccoun t; of tho excn.va tion results 

hnn flhown Llilll; 111,,,r11L j111'01111nl,l.on wnn recovoreu from nn unpromising 

f1 .lto. '.l'ho wut·l<IIIH h,yp0Llt~nl11 ltnn \Jeon tho.t the mrdn features are 

oJ 1Jate lro11 /\/~" d11l,n. Ulv~11 I.Ile .Lnqr,e qunutlti~o of carl.Jonisetl 

wooll .tulcen from ,11 t.,.,·nLlfl~c.l uo11Loxta, Lltis co.n bo tested. The 

u.iocovery of the 'pro to-nou tn1~rain' in thia uren, associated with 

n llou::rn the q1· i{~ l 11n I. for111 of whlch c(ln be deuucetl, mn.y be as 

o J.r~nificnn t no Lllo ntltll tlon of nno thor otone-1..>uil t souterrain 

to the list. 

lj-
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