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Many people are
concerned that when
their homes are
“listed’’ for their
historic or architec-
tural interest, they
will be prevented
from making altera-
tions, with a conse-
quent loss in vaiue or
amentiy.

Here
~ucoe

Miss ANNE
Inspector of
Historic Buildings for the
Directorate of Historic
Buildings and Ancient
Monuments in Edinburgh,
who visited Golspie for a
re-survey of listed
buildings last weelk, ex-
plains here why revision
of the Secretary of State's
lists is necessary.

The lists were drawn up
between 1956 and
1967, when the whole
idea of listing buildings
was new and the impor-
tance of listing within the
planning framework was
still to be tested.

At the time interest was con-
centrated on country houses,
churches and important urban
groups such as the New Town of
Edinburgh. It is difficut now,
with the benefit of a vastly in-
creased knowledge of our

the potential for its renovation — i
it. It rates a “’'B’’ listing,

Preserving our Heritage

building history and a much
wider interest generally in
heritage matters, to understand
how limited, in practical terms,
the state of knowledge was 30
years ago.

In the intervening time interest
has broadened to encompass the
smaller buildings which give so
much character to our towns,
villages and rural estates — the
supporting cast if you like — also
the growing interest in the social
and economic history of Britain
has introduced new types of
buildings for consideration, most
important!ly industrial structures.

The lists are made in the first
instance for the guidance of the
local planning authority, in the
case of Highland Region that is
the Regional Council. They are
part of the planning framework
and have a clear statutory basis
in Section 52 of the Town and
Country Planning (Scotland) Act.

When seen in the context of
the overall planning controls the
lists are less formidable.
Everyone, regardless of listing, is
subject to certain planning con-
straints. The listing introduces
more specialised controls, but
even these have to be balanced
against controls that already
exist if for instance a building is
within a conservation area.

An instant reaction to listing is
often a fear that nothing can
ever be altered again and that
plans for a new kitchen or
bathroom or some other im-
provement will be thwarted. For-
tunately this is not the case.
What listing does ensure is that

the architectural and historic
value of a partioular building can
be considered when alterations,
re-use or demolition are pro-
posed.

In the majority of cases
owners are sympathetic to their
buildings and propose alterations
which are in keeping with or do
not detract from their character.
In some cases the expert advice
available through the planning
authority or the Historic
Buildings and Monuments Direc-
torate can help to resolve
specific difficulties.

Listed building consent is re-
quired for alterations affecting
the character of a building or
demolition and this is obtained
through the local planning
authority. In all cases the plan-
ning authority, if it proposes to
grant listed building consent,
must notify the Secretary of
State. The Historic Buildings and
Monuments Diractorate case-
work inspectors, who have par-
ticular expertise in assessing
proposals for historic buildings,
may recommend that the deci-
sion be left to the planning
authority; they may propose
modifications or they may
recommend that special cir-
cumstances require the applica-
tion to be referred to the
Secretary of State, It is always
wise to contact the planning
department to clarify specific
proposals and discuss whether
or not they require listed building
consent.

Given these statutory con-
trols, it is important that national

(Continved on Page 3)

' This ““exploded’” view of the ruined medieval Skelb6 House, on Loch Fleet, shows
£ someone was prepared to spend a fortune on
for its local and historic significance.

Elevation looki»:q w.

Front view of what a reconstructed Skelbo Hot
could look like.

75 YEARS AGO

(November 24, 1910)

The Golspie Literary Society had
discussed a symposium of popular
writers, with papers on Addison
and Steele, Alexander Pope,
Charles Lamb and Thomas De
Quincey, by Misses K F Innes, C A
Campbell, C B Grant and E S
Mackay respectively.

» * ]

Mr John Grant, Dornoch, sold
22 cattle from £7-10s to £12-10s at
MacAllum Brothers sale at
Dingwall. Cheviot ewes and wed-
ders from Mr Sutherland, Kin-
tradwell, had sold at between
21/3d and 22/9d.

x ® »

A man from the heights of
Rogart had been fined 10/- with
21/- expenses and an alternative of
10 days imprisonment for failing
to send his son aged 5 years to
school. The man had claimed that
five of his eight children were
attending Rogart school but the
one mile to Rhilochan school was a
long and unfenced road,
dangerous in winter time.

50 YEARS AGO
(November 21, 1935)

Seven seats in Sutherland
County Council were being con-
tested in the forthcoming election.
They were (new candidates listed
second):- Golspie Rural — J D
Cameron, Kirkton; George Grant,
Craigneath, Golspie. Loth — AM
Ross, Grand Hotel, Brora;
William Gordon Dudgeon,
Crakaig. Kildonan South — A R

1Macleod,. Dunrobin .Street,

Helmsdale; P J Mitchell, View-
mount, Helmsdale, Strathy
John Mackay, Bighouse, Melvich;
Alexander Campbell, Melvich.

Farr George J Chri
Altnaharra Hotel; John !
Donald, Newlands and Do
O’Brien, Bettyhill. Tongue
John Mackenzie, The H
Tongue; John William Irvine
Tongue. Lairg — Hugh David
Albyn House; Angus Mact
Riverview House, Lairg. Mr
Macdonald of Drumbeg and M
Morley Hames of Durness
been returned unopposed.
*» x &

Retired gamekeeper Ste
Warbeck of Dalreavoch, Rc
had died at Big Barns, Golspi

25 YEARS AGO
(November 18, 1960)

Reception of Indepenc
Television was being restricte
the north because of difficu
with the vision link from A
deen, with the fringe service g
as far as Berriedale in the nc
Garve and Tomich in the west
Grantown on Spey and Rothe
the east,

» » *

Roads committee chairman
George Mclver and Mr Ge
Murray, the local councillor,
been asked to have another loc
the uncontrolled railway |
crossing at Broomfield, Rogar
see what further action coul
taken to lessen the risk
accidents.

3 ] »

Mr George Sinclair, a_for
Dornoch Academy pupil,
received two special prizes

-leading Scottish Dairy studef

Auchenchruive, Ayr. He was
son of Mr Jack Sinclair, who
been grieve at Cyderhall F:
Dornoch, for 24 years.
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standards for iisting are adhered
to. Inevitably there Bre some
local wvariations; for instance,
Pulteney-town in Wick is of
modest architactural interest
which might not attract atten-
tion in Edinburgh’s New Town or
the Wast End of Glasgow, but
when seen in the local context, it
s an unusual place of planning
with historic associations with
the British Fisheries Society’s
activities,

In Ullapool, where the Society
was also active, the planning
lay-out can still be appreciated
but the housas were either not
huilt or bave now been too
altered to permit any rea! visual
experience of the original con-
ception.

Consistency i3 an ingredient
lacking from the first lists which
often reflected specific interests
of the fieldwark inspectors. To-
day the scrutiny is much tighter,
The fieldwork inspecturs, who
are all architectura! historians,
cgncentrate on substantial
geographical areas in order that
they can becama familiar with
building types and technigues,
the work of !ecal architects or
estale factors. Their drafts are
submitted to the inspector with
1he respensibility for maintaining
standards across the country
and, afier editing, the Principal
tnspectar has 10 approve the list
and the categories of listing.
These categories are used 1@
give soeme indication of merit,
Buildings categarised as
follows: —

Categary A

buildings of national or more
than local importance, either
architectural or historic or fine
little-altered examples of some
particular period or styla.

Category B

buildings of primarily local im-
portance ot major examples of
some period or style which
may have been somewhat
altered.

Category C

good buildings which may be
considerably altered, other
buildings which are fair
examples of their period, or in
some cases buildings of no,
great individual merit which
group well with others in
categories A or B.

Where there is particular value
in a group of buildings this is
indicated and the groups
categorised. In this way parsonal
prejudices and blind spots canbe
overgoma,

Whet happens at the start of a
resurvey? The lists are approached
district by district and the first
action is to contact the local
planning authority to explein the
purpose of the resurvey and to
ask for any information which
could assist or suggestions of
sites the inspector might wvisit.
Meanwhile the inspector ac-
aquires general background
knowledge to the area from
printed sources and maps. The
inspector will then systematic-
ally visit every property in the
area taking particular care to
check those already listed to see
w_het_her they reach current
criteria.

In 1ewns and villages where it
is not necessary to go on to
private fand, inspectors make
their assessment from the
street; where it is necessary to
go on 1 private land permisssion
5 always sought and where
necessary appointmsnts made
to visit interiors. The inspectors
all carry a personal identity card
and visiting cards.

We always go into public
buildings and ¢hurches and the
inspector has to use his architec—
turai knowledge to decide
whether to ask permission to see
inside domestic, commercial or
industrial buildings and we are
grateful for the co-operatien, in-
terest and enthusiasm we fre-
guently meet. The resurvey is
essentially carried out by site
visits, the inspectors using their
specialised knowledge and
famniliarity with an area to assess
buildings  for listing, Wherever
possible documentary work is
undertaken but within tha time
allowed it is not possible to
check sasines or title deeds for
every property, and we are
always grateful when additional
historical information s sent to
us.
It will be obvious that listing in-
cludes a very wide spectrum of

buildings. The only guidance
from the act is '‘special architec-
tural or historic interest.”
“*Special’’ has a ganerous mean-
ing. It does not refer simply to
the obvious — country houses,
churches or public buildings —
but 1o those buildings which
form the background 1o major
architectural works, Considera-
tion is given to ancillary building
on country house estates, for in-
stance at Dunrebin, the dovecot,
dairy, stables and walled garden
together with monuments, 10
give some examples, are included.

Town planning can have an
important part to play in tha
character of towns and villages;
for instance, Thurso whare
handsome houses in Janet
Street are backed up by more
madast dwellings as in Campbsil
Street with churchas playing
their part in the layeut, This con-
trasts with the piecemaal growth
around cfd St Peter’s Church,

In other areas such as the
prosperous farm land of Ross
and Cromarty, dignified farm-
houses and vilias reflect
agricultural and commercial
wealth. Contrary o expectation
the Highland Region reveafs an
interesting range of commercial
and industrial huildings; for ax-
ample woollen and grain mills, an
example of the former Aldie in
Easter Aoss or the latter at
Achingale and John 0° Groats in
Caithness; the dewvelopment of
the herring fishing industry is
seen in the growth of Helmsdale,
Lybster, Wick and the tortuous
300 steps to the diminutive lan-
ding stage at Whaligoe, while
substantial icehouses as those at
Helmsdale and Little Ferry in-
dicate the importance of the
salmon fishing industry.

Transport has always been a
yital factor in the development of
tha Highland Region. This was
recagnised nationaly by creation
of the Commissioners for
Hightand Roads and Bridges with
Thomas Teiford, the renowned
engineer, playing an essential
role. This vast enterprise ex-
pandad the 1080 Retwdrk already
developed by General Wade a
century earlier. The single arched
hump-back bridges of the earlier
18th century are in their way as
valuable as the spectacular
technical achievemants of
Tetford’s bridges such &s
Helmsdale, now too often takan
for granted.

The arrival of the railways was
the next important step in tha
development of the Highlands,
linking the northern extremities
with southern urban centres and
introducing a new architactural
dimension. The use of local
materials has a powerful visusl
impact; for instance the use of
slate either as varied as the dark
gray from Ballachulish or deep
shiny browns from Caithness:
the technigues used with local
materials give patrticular in-
dividuality to the pattern of
building in any particulsr loca-
tion. Besides local fabrics, in-
novatory materials laave their
mark, concrete being an obvious
exemple seen to great agwvan-
tage on the Ardtornish estate in
Meorvern.

individual estates often have
their own architectura!
hallmarks, none mare so than
the Sutherland Estate with siiding
sashes in dormer windows, desp
gaves, prominent gable
skawputts  (brackets at right
anglies to the gable}; and the par-
ticular contribution of George
Devay who became one of the
leading country hause architects
of the late 19th century.

Tha new lists for the Highland
Region, while larger than their
predacessors, clarify former
group listings which encom-
passed whole settlements and
take account of vastly superior
knowledge or architectural and
social history,

All buildings of merit are in-
cluded and correspond to the
standards being used, not only in
Scotiand, but in England, Wales
and Northern lreland. The first
man to play an active part in
recording Scotland’s historic
buildings, by the listing process,
lan Lindsay, instructed inspec-
tors that an historic building
need be neither old nor beautitul
to play an important part in our
built inheritance. That still
stands, and inspectors today
must guestion and consider
everything they see,









Skelbo

Mr Michael Alexander, writer and distinguished
former soldier, has come North specially this week from
London to look into the situation of ruined Skelbo
Castle, which he owus along with the ruins of the

adjoining medieval mansion.

Last month the divisional plann-
ing committee discussed proposals
to have the old house demolished
and the entire site fenced off for
safety reasons.

In a letter to this newspaper,
following our extensive report, Mr
Alexander (of 48 Eaton Place,
London SW1) writes from the
modern Skelbo House overlooking
Loch Fleet:

‘ There are several points 1

should like to make following

the attention drawn to Skelbo
Castle in your issue of April 5th.

| trust Mr McMillan (divisional

Father, turning away insurance
tout at door: “’I'm up to my neck
in insurance already.”” Senior
son: “'You'll need some cover for
your head, surely?*”

Minister, not a thousand miles
from here, heard of the arrest of
a person accused of stealing
church charity boxes, via his col-
lecting plate. A policeman left a
written note there during prayer.

Big surprise for Assynt family
this week when, only five
minutes after a phone-call from
their relatives in Canada, they
walked in at the door. They'd
used a phone down the road.

Welcome to Talmine's
newsletter Paipear Beag, with its
fund of April Fool japes. But
what of the new Ceilidh Band at
Melness, described as a quintet
but with only four players men-
tioned?

Attie missed the return trip of
the Kyleakin ferry from Skye and
had to hire a rowing boat to get
back to the mainland, emulating
the renowned Michael of the
song.

NT

planning officer) did not imply
discourtesy or lack of concern on
my part or on the part of the
trustees of this estate in saying that
he had had no reply to his letters.
No letters have in fact reached me,
though information was just
recently passed on to me and upon
which I acted at once by asking my
representative here, Mr David
Macdonald, to contact the
appropriate authorities. 1 have
now come up from London to ap-
prise myself of the situation.

The 17th century mansion,

where the main problem lies, was’

set on fire about thirty years ago
by gypsies camping there since
when, following the collapse of the
roof supports, the building has
steadily deteriorated. My wife and
1 went into the matter of restora-
tion or preservation when we first
came into possession but short of
demolishing and rebuilding we
were advised that there was
nothing to be done except at im-
possible cost.

The alternative was to let the
building decay and hopefully turn
itself into a *‘picturesque ruin.”
To this end we did some elemen-
tary demolition in the interests of
safety and put up notices etc. This
building, I understand, is not con-
sidered of primary historical in-
terest by Edinburgh, who have
twice been up to inspect the site at
my invitation.

The castle is of more interest to
them but [ understand they do not
have the funds to apply to it. I do
not think it presents a danger to
the public but it seems to me to be
in need of attention in some places,
where a little cement and stone
could do a useful “‘holding”’ job.

May I use your columns to sug-
gest that the Clan Sutherland
organisation, to whom I have
given access, could provide some
volunteer masons, though this may
require some sort of planning ap-
proval from some quarter or
other?

To return to the 17th century
ruin: I agree that it is a hazard to
the public, especially following the
collapse of an outside wall this
winter. I have arranged for new
notices to be put up following their
removal by, I suspect, young per-
sons. The area is also covered by a
public liability insurance. I agree
that people should KEEP OUT
and to this end, and with the
approval of the trustees, intend to
fence that area in.

The, Council may wish to con-
sider removing, possibly for use as
fill-in, the considerable amount of

Sl ey

Castle Owner invites Talks

debris caused by collapse which 1
have just inspected. A more radical
demolition can be considered.

I should be very pleased to
discuss the overall issues with any
interested party and 1 should
especially like to talk with Jane
Durham, whose interesting letter
appeared in the same
issue as the article. ,

KEEP RUINS FOR
“HISTORY DIGS”’

Brora registrar Mr Stewart
Maclean — a keen amateur
historian — is appalled at the
suggestion of taking Skelbo
House down to a mere wall.

He said this week: /*‘If, in-
stead of demolishing, they
reduced the wall to above the
barrel vaulting, above the
ground floor, and water-
proofed that part, .that would
help to preserve some unique
features of this building. If
even the local Archaeological
Society could take an interest,
there is a marvellous example
of what an old Sixteenth or
Seventeenth Century kitchen
was like, with the fireplace and
other facilities still visible but
now all in a dangerous condi-
tion.

“During the next few years,
if it were given over to the
Archaeological Society, there
could be an educational dig
under supervision which might
uncover all sorts of interesting
artifacts.

“It seems to have been
originally an old motte and
bailey castle, with a curtain-
wall castle built arourd it. The
founds of the original building
appear 10 be underneath
Skelbo House, and it would be
a great shame if it were reduced

to simply a one-metre wall.”’

Members of Highland
Regional Council were be-
ing asked yesterday to over-
turn a decision by their
general purposes committee
not to give financial
support to the Dounreay
Action Group.

Two Caithness councillors, Mr
William Smith of Thurso and Mr
James QOag of Thrumster, Wick,
had suggested that a grant of £200
should be given to the Action
Group, following their request for
financial assistance.

Chairman of the general pur-
poses committee, Mr Alistair
Milne of Inverness, seconded by
Mr David Macrae of Golspie,
moved that no action should be
taken.



Skelbo Castle —
An Assurance

Sir — Following your notice of
an application to the planning of-
fice to carry out demolitions at
Skelbo Castle ruins, it might allay
alarm among interested members
of the public if I were to point out
that the limited demolition to the
17th century building proposed by
our surveyor in order to meet the
requirements of safety will, if
granted, be carried out with the
historical and architectural aspects
conscientiously considered.

I am informed that no action is
required at this time in respect of

the 12C walls which make such an

impressive circuit of the hilltop.

I should like to assure interested

parties that 1 and the Trustees of
the Skelbo Estate are very con-
scious of the aggravation that
might be caused by lack of public
access and are considering various
proposals for the improvement

and maintenance of the site, — :
Michael Alexander, Skelbo House,

Dornoch. ]b” ,§7
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Bold Plan for Skelbo Manor

HIS drawing, by
Edinburgh architect
Benjamin Tindall, of a
proposed reconstruction of
the Skelbo Manor House
above Loch Fleet, has been
sent to the retired American
army general who has
shown interest in purchas-
ing the ruin and restoring it.
Mr Michael Alexander, of
nearby Skelbo House, whose
daughter’s trust owns the ruins,
said that he was expecting a visit
from the possible American buyer
this week to finalise the purchase
of the building for restoration.
The Scottish Historic Buildings
Trust, who had been investigating
the possibility -of a guardianship
agreement with the government,
are believed to be f[avourably
disposed to the sale of Skelbo
~manor House to a sympathetic
restorer. It is felt that there are so
many other buildings throughout
the country in greater need of
guardianship, that Skelbo House

would stand little chance of
government funding.
Mr " Alexander had reacted

sharply to news that a petition was
being circulated by the Dornoch
Heritage Society "asking for the
Skelbo Castle ruins to be placed
under the guardianship of the
Secretary of State.

He said in a statement:

This petition followed an
apphcation by the owners to

‘““make safe’’, in accordance with
official requirements, the
dangerous, parts of the late I7th
Century mansion house (badly
damaged by fire earlier this cen-
tury and subsequently in need of
remedial work) that lies within the
remaining walls of the I3th Cen-
tury castle.

These picturesque ruins lie at the
bottom of my garden and are
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therefore very much my considera-
tion. I might here point out that
the old castle walls, which are not
endangered, are the only part visi-
ble from the very minor road
which runs along the southern
shore of Loch Fleet. The ruined
mansion lies in a hollow and is best
visible from my house which lies
on higher ground.

Our planning application refer-
red to above, which was seen by
the Dornoch Heritage Society,
asked for very limited removal of
masonry in the interests of safety
and the retention of material
against future possible reconstruc-
tion. This necessary and innocuous
application was, it would seem,
used by the Dornoch Heritage
Society and a more committed in-
terest, in a manner that might be
described as opportunist, uncalled
for, and premature: their petition,
circulated without informing the
owners, emotively suggested that

the place was to be demolished and
that the only alternative was en-
forced guardianship by the State.

I have no doubt that the petition
as worded, could have obtained,
given the necessary finance for
postage, etc, an unlimited number
of signatures. A number of people

have told me that had they known
the facts they would on no account
have signed. At a meeting between
Mr James Bell, another official of
the Dornoch Heritage Society and
our Friends of Skelbo group, the
former accepted that the petition
was misleading undecr the cir-

cumstances and agreed to clarify
the matter publicly.

Meanwhile, mainly due to the
perpetrators of the petition,
planning permission to make the
place safe and improve it in a man-
ner more appropriate to the situa-
tion, has been held up. During this
time the owners and others have
not been idle in seeking an accep-
table restoring purchaser and
despite Mr Bell’s dismissive and, if
I may suggest, unseemly, state-
ment that ‘‘nothing appears to
have come of it’’, I can report that
negotiations are at present in pro-
gress between solicitors to finalise
a firm offer of purchase and
restoration as a residence.

Some brilliant plans for restora-
tion have been prepared for our
consideration by an architect
specialising in this sort of work.
We can therefore, despite Mr
Bell’s ill-informed pessimism,
hope for a happy resolution of
Skelbo ruins without recourse to
the Secretary of State who, I
understand, has many more deser-
ving cases to absorb the limited
public money at his disposal.

I might add that the Friends of
Skelbo and others feel that the
excellent restoration work
undertaken by the Scottish Office
with attendant car parks, toilets,
etc, would not, at this time, be
appropriate the delicate
ecology of this
particular site.

to
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75 YEARS AGO
(January 9, 1913)

Farr native Mr J Abrach
Mackay, former magistrate of
Dundee, had a lucky escape from
death when he was struck just
abo've the left eye by a stray shot

Well known Sutherland athlete
M M Christian of Invergordon had
come third in the Dingwall to
Strathpeffer walking race on New
Years day.

* w k

Mr Ian Campbell who had been_

Mr Gordon Edmond was to suc-
ceed Mr Walter Sutherland as
county road surveyor for
Sutherland.

* * *

Assynt parents said they
believed it was imperative that the
existing status of Lochinver Junior
Secondary School should be re-
tained.

* * *

A survey was to be carried out in
Sutherland to find what areas

‘might be suitable for ski-ing as a

sports attraction.
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Skelbo Castle Owner Under Siege

Skelbo Castle owner Michael Alexander — 2 former
SAS officer and surviver of Colditz — has accused
Highland planners of ‘““harrassment’’ and ‘‘provocation’’

over demands for its repair.

Having learned that the regional
planning committee proposes to go
for compulsory purchase of the
castle and its medieval manor
house if repairs are not carried out
within two months, Mr Alexander
said that he already had Edinburgh
architect Mr Benjamin Tindall
working on emergency repairs on
the gable end of the house.

Writing to Mr David Polson, the
divisional planning officer, Mr
Alexander said: ‘‘It was obviously
necessary to involve the architect
to design scaffolding that would be
appropriate to future restoration
work rather than purely remedial.
Mr Tindall was to have reported
back following a visit in
September, which apparently did
not take place. We agreed that
there was no immediate architec-
tural urgency.

“I had hoped by now to have
completed the sale in which case it
would have been the responsibility
of the purchaser. But in view of the
oncoming winter and the possible
effect of frost, I instructed Mr Tin-

dall to proceed. Had either of us.

been consulted before your recent
meeting, I should think that your
committee would have deferred
any draconian decision which
would seem to be a further exam-
ple of harrassment.”’

On the question of compulsory
purchase, Mr Alexander said that
he had already informed the

regional planners that the ruins
had been sold, subject to exchange
of contracts, to an American
General.

“He is of Scottish descent and
should make a good neighbour and
be an asset to the community. He
has twice visited the site and the
contract stipulates restoration
under appropriate auspices.

““I do not wish to start a skir-
mish with the planners in my
defence of Skelbo Castle, but I
cannot help but feel, despite your
statutory duty to carry out the pro-
visions of the act (which seem to
allow some discretion under cir-
cumstances), provocation is in the
air.”

Two military men are in the field
to buy the castle and restore it. Mr
Alexander’s deal is with a General
Humphries, who comes from the
Mid West, and who is keen to take
over the barony which goes with
Skelbo. This is in the possession of
the House of Sutherland and
would entitle him to call himself
““General Humphries of Skelbo’’.

A retired British Army major,
with Highland connection, had in-
dicated to Highland regional coun-
cil — but not to the owner of the
castle Mr Alexander — that he
would be interested in purchasing
at the district valuers’ valuation.
This has been put at £2500.

Scottish historical novelist Nigel
Tranter has joined in the battle to

Our Tenerife correspondent
reports. that, whenever the
young Sorleys come on holiday,
they moan about the lack of far-
ming news in the Raggie. They'll
have to make it to read it, as we
once told a sheriff.

save the manor house along with
Highlands and Islands Euro MP
Mrs Winifred Ewing.

Mr Tranter, who is the author of
a book on Scottish forts and for-
talices, which includes a reference
to 12th Century Skelbo, was in-
vited by Mr Daniel Sutherland of
the Clan Sutherland Society to give
Mrs Ewing support over the ruined
castle, ““which so many are grieved
to see deteriorating in condition
and neither being restored nor
preserved. I share this regret, not
only for Skelbo of course, but for
all saveable fortalices. It has Jong
been my concern to try to preserve
these irreplaceable monuments of
our nation’s history, and I have
been in one way or another invol-
ved in saving over thirty of them,
down the years,”” he wrote Mrs
Ewing.

Mr Tranter, author of The
Wallace and many other stirring
tales from Scotland’s past, said in
his letter: ““They are all important,
in one way or another, represen-
ting much in Scotland’s story, for
the people who built these castles
and towers were apt to make that
colourful story. But Skelbo is
especially important in that
Sutherland is strangely im-
poverished in this respect, there be-
ing so very few of such surviving as
it is — only three others, indeed,
where the main features survive —
Dunrobin, Dornoch and Balnakeil
in the far North-West.

‘‘Efforts to save Skelbo have, as
you know, been going on for some
considerable time, but with scant
success. The owner seems to be not
very interested, and attempts to
have a compulsory purchase order
put on it have not as yet borne
fruit, in order that somebody else
might buy and restore it. Sad it is
that in this day and age, drawn-out
struggles of this sort have to be
waged. And meanwhile the struc-
tures suffer deterioration if not
~AAllance ??



Skelbo may be taken by Force

Historic Skelbo Castle and Manor House, where
commissioners from King Edward I learned of the death
of the Maid of Norway in 1290, could be compulsorily
purchased for only £2500 — and then sold to a restoring

buyer at that price.

The Regional planning commit-
tee were told this last week in a
report from director of planning

Mr Richard Cameron on the un-

safe condition of the buildings
above Loch Fleet.

The 16th century Manor House
is in a very poor state of repair
with the free-standing South gable
in a particularly dangerous condi-
tion, he told members. The site
was only partially secure and re-
quired additional notices to inform
the general public that the building
was dangerous.

Sutherland divisional planning
committee had recommended that
a repairs notice should be served
on the owner of the site, Mr
Michael Alexander, whose home is
the modern Skelbo House. If he
! did not comply with the order, this
would iavolve the pldnning
authority in a compulsory acquisi-
tion of the building at a cost set by
the District Valuer.

Members of the regional plann-
ing committee agreed that officials
should investigate the possible
costs to the planning authority of
carrying out minimal essential
works with a view to recouping
their costs from the owners.

Mr Cameron’s staff considered

that the minimum measures con-
| sidered immediately necessary to
preserve the building included the
fencing of the entire site to prevent
access by the general pubhc and

scaffolding to stabilise the South
gable wall on a temporary basis.

This would be in accordance
with a report prepared in
December last year by Edinburgh
architect Mr Benjamin Tindall,
with an attempt to salvage cut and
dressed stones, roof slates and
timbers under expert supervision at
an estimated cost of between £2000
and £3000.

In August Mr Alexander was in-
formed about the views of the
regional planning committee and
asked if he would be prepared to
authorise the necessary works as
soon as possible.

Although a stockproof fence
had been erected around the site by
the Trustees, no other works had
been carried out and Mr Alexander
had stated that, if the authority
wished to undertake tiie emergency

“works, it would do so ‘‘at its own

risk and responsibility.’’

Mr Cameron reported that the
erection of scaffolding and other
temporary measures would give a
useful “*breathing space’’ in which
the future of the building could be
properly considered. But the best
long-term solution for the 16th
century house at Skelbo Castle
would be to find a suitable use for
the building and its grounds.

Interest had been expressed in
writing to the planning authority
by a prospective purchaser, who

wanted to restore Skelbo for use as

a private dwelling. He had stated
that he had taken detailed advice
and intended to take full account
of the historical and aesthetic
significance of the buildings and
their environs.

Mr Alexander said from his
London home this week: ‘I have
given instructions to an approved
architect to put up scaffolding so
that we can effect repairs. And I
have already spent £1500 on safety
fencing. What more can they ex-
pect me to do when [ have a deal
with a prospective purchaser just
waiting to be completed?”’

The purchaser he refers to is a
retired US Army officer who has
shown interest in buying the castle
and restoring it.

The planners are talking of a ser-

ving British Army officer who has
expressed a wish to renovate
Skelbo House and assume the title
of Baron Skelbo.

Mr Cameron recommended to
his committee that they should
follow the decision of the divi-
sional planning commitiee and go
for a repairs notice which, if not
carried out within two months,
would then lead the council to
acquiring the buildings at the
district valuer’s estimated com-
pulsory acquisition cost of £2500.

Subject to the conflirmation of a
compulsory purchase order by the
Secretary of State, the buildings
will then be sold to the restoring
purchasers at the agreed price.

“Its restoration could turn the
present liability of decay and
disuse into an asset, and an attrac-
tion to visitors,” the planners
reported.

TV Advert taken off after Complaint

Seventy-five years after the death of Capt Scolt and his
companions returning from the South Pole, a TV com-
mercial, advertising Kit-Kat chocolate bars using Capt
Oates’ tamous farewell has been witnaraw.

The decision was partly due to a
complaint from a Sutherland
viewer.

Andy Wilson, advertising con-
trol officer for the Independent
Broadcasting Authority, has ad-
mitted that when scripts for the
advertisement were first presented
for clearance, some IBA staff
themselves expressed concern
‘“that implied references to the
story of Capt Qates and the Scott
Expedition could prove offensive
to viewers.’

As a result, a deliberate decxsxon

mercial from the actual historical
events which clearly were the
original inspiration,’ he wrote.

This was not enough to placate
viewer Valerie Scott ol Lonemore,
Main Street, Golspie and a number
of others throughout the country,
who protested to the IBA and the
Advertising Standards Authority.

Said SSPCA worker Mrs Scott
this week: “‘I thought the TV com-
mercial was grossly offensive to a
courageous chapter ol modern
British history."’

Mr Wilson wrote her: *‘Once
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