


Dornoch Highland Gathering - list of Office Bearers 
Chieftains Presidents 

& pss 51 Major Ian Campbell, Balblair 1951 - 61 Capt JG Macdonald 
1951 &52 (1 95 1 /2 Provost JO Macdonald) 
1953 - 61 Brigadier G S Rawstone CBE MC 1962 & 63 Capt C McHardy 
1962 - 83 Lord Migdale 1964 - 67 Capt R Grant 
1984 - 88 R.G. Grant (Glen) 1968-83 - RG Grant (Glen) 
1989 - 93 Major Alistair Shaw 1984 - 88 Major Alistair Shaw 
1994 - 97 DA (Mistair) Gardner 1989 - 99 S inclair Gunn 
1998 - 2000 Margaret Thomssn 2000 - 2008 Andrew MacLeod 
2001 - 05 Major General David Houston 2008 - Willie ( WDM)MacKay 
2006 - 07 Molly Gunn Secretary 
2008 - Bill Grant 1948 ?- 1951 Willie Skinner, Town Clerk 

(also previous ' 5 1 ) (Eddie MacKay, interim). 
Preparation of Field 1952 - 80 T.A. (Adam) Grant 
1907 Robert MacKay 1980 - 2008 WG (Bill) Grant 
1909 Peter Murray 2008 - Joan Buchanan 
1933 George Murray Clerk of the Field 
1939 J. MacKay 1951 Field Committee - WG Mackintosh, 
1951 Robert Murray, Bishopfield HGC M u m ,  D Duff, J Maclean, S Bain, W Grant, 

1952 John Maclean, Bridge Street G Fraser, JB Imes, JG Rutherford, RG Grant, 
J Mackintosh, DR Fasham 

1953 - W Grant1 1954 C Gillanders (tenders) 1956 - 65 Capt C McHardy 
1955-67, SinclairGunn&IanSutherIand 1966 & 67 JK Bell 
1968-2000 SinclairGunn(1955-2000-45years) 1968 - 84 H Morrison 
2000 - George Gunn & Family 1985 - WDM MacKay 

Cnpt R G . ;  Cap C. McHardy; Lt Col. FEB Wignatl; Major GC Rutherford CB; Messrs WG Mackintosh; HM Ross: DG Ross OBE; JP Whittet; 
Robin Miller of Skiba; Lord Migdale 



Dornoch I Gathering 
marks Bill's 28 

~ ~ ~ ~ i - 3  - a-d of service 
BILL GBANTS 28 years 
of loyal stmice as dtactaty 
and tmauer of & m o d  
H i g h h d Q a t b ~ c t l -  
&rated with a dInnsr in his 
b w ~ n u  at Royal D d  
Golf sub, attended by 
four former C%kfhim 
and o v t ~  60 m e m h  of 
the Gamw committse and 
tbcir partners. 

Bill was pptseatcd with 
r a ~ h ~ o b  

the W pdntcd by local 
artist SaUy WUd, and his 
wife G i  received flowers 
and a Celtic b r d .  Tbw 
rcscntweredclightcdwbn 

Pormcr p-a* 
APaeLsod announced that 
Billhadame tedaniwita- 
t i o n m h & ~ o f ~  
#Wl8 Games to be held on 

table by his 89a Neil d 
hughtw-in-law Dorothy 
from East mbdk?, and 
four formtr Cbidtah. 
Hcrcmarkbdbow,fortht 

past =.ysara, pm 
~ ~ h a d ~ ~ h y a r r o  
Gmnts - Adam Orant for 
the h t  28 years, a d  him- 
self for a simiIar puid 
He wclanned new w 

remy and treasurer, Joan 
-an, into ofPfct and 
warmly pmkd th manner 
in which she had organisgd 
the ovening, 
Joan and her hus- 

bandCdlumnevermissa 
Gameg Day aod mmt yem 
the whole fmrl man- 
age to mud. AS fam- 
i l y c o n n e d i o a p b a c k  
to 1955 when lw's fattKr 
Ian SutherlPnd and his 
cowin S w a i r  Ounn rnwe 
iavited to tender for the 
"Pqmratian of the Field". 

TIh they continued to 
do, together, Ior 12 yeam, 
hen SinW and his fmdy 
continued for a further 32 
yeam - A remarkable and 
unmatched perid of m- 
kt which continues to the 
pr;cscnt day with Sinclair's I George, W i  Derek 
3 d e ,  ut t *  up *c 

Abweta spread of equi 
m&t a d  tents for & 
"Friendly Games", as Bill 
r e f e d . t n h m .  . , : . - . , I  

Aftax, t h s l p r e u s t n ~ ~ ~ , i  
&eld convener George 
Ciunn and new prtsi- 
dent Willie M a y  p- 
vidcd a brief potted his- 
tory of events recorded in 
the a d i v a  of Doracdl 
Highland G a t h a  t h e  
its i n a u ~ ~  in 1867. 
In 190ftbefamoushcaY- 

yw-t Donald - 
s u p p d y  !be model for 
the athletic figure on e w y  
label of Barr's Im. Bru - 
receivEd an apparapcc 
fee off l-lk. In 1909 Pster 
Mumy erected. the grad- 
stand for # 48 64 and in 
1911 the mr@c of a tent 
£mp Laicg byerail cwt me 
s h a q  d tupgeffi In 
1926 Row Grant, green- 
mr at Royal Dornoch 
Golf Club, was 
tht grw of tr e Games lo 
field His daughter Cathy, 
Bill's musin,. was present 

m,";!8ttc &show 

1936 the prize mmey for 
was n5e  Wd 

mpe Band p h y d  
.a the Games ,h. -1947 
; d . h  1949 tho*Smtthb 
ampion Hsavgwcighl, 
&oge Clark, competed 
a t h m d ~ h C S e f a  
record of 98 f a t  9 WQ 
in the hammer. George in 
later ylears mavcd north to 
Bonar Bridge and ran the 
Duma& Hotel. 

la 1953 the aocounts 
show that 12 sbil- wcre 
paid for the hirc of the 
l i b q  and Scaforth 
M&egor war psid 10 
&ill@ for the hire of 
a car. In 1954 Capt Bob 
Grant, seconded by ID R 

row tbat the 
t be added to the 

of optn competitions F d  
wih prizc money o f f  l- 1%. 

In 1957 the commit- 
tee bwght an ex-army bell 
tent for El3 14s 6d d that 
F prow the 

erection of a permanent 
grandstand. 1958 saw a new 
sl ippy b a r d  mlpplid by 
J P Whittet, factor of S k i i  
Estate. In 1967 Alastair 
Rass joined Le Games 

committee and he sti l l  offi- 
ciatq &year on the field 
as well as being auditor. 

In . 1964 #&he cotnmit- 
tee made ,an idohtion-.to. 
the Lionghope Lifeboat 
Disaster Fund, and 1969 
saw the deaths of Cgpt C 
Mcbrdy  and W D M u m  

reeordcd. Caps M ~ H W  
bd been clerk of thc field 
end president. The mia- 
Utes d %olb gtatb 
men bad btem for many 
years prominently idtnti- I_- fibd with the acrivitiw of 
the Highland Gathering 
and through their great 
pcmndtles and their d- 
uable sentice they &dl bc 
brig rememkred.* 

In 1910 a new marquee 
was bought for a14-7s. It 
was replaced in aOOd at a 
cost of fi000. In 1976 Willie 
Mehille joined the oommil- 
tee and then hrts given 
over 30 years' service on 
ugatc duiy". Willie havin 
d e d  m u~ time, d 
in 2008 a a u d y  attend and 
see the Games, was pre- 
sented with a gift to mark 
his Id h a .  

I n  Im there was a @ 
past by the RAF to mark 
the Queen's Sihw Jubilet. 
LocalladyhihaMacRae 
provldbd the cate-.h 

-. a 
for .materi- 

als, and latxrurwash. Ln 
1980 Bitl C h u t  was M e d  
to be secmmy and trcm- 

urer and this took us up to 
the -at era. .g,m*,wi* 
a seWion of photos b i n  

bucket, with dancers, pip 
us, Mists, hcavit$ run- 
ners aad kiddies' tug-of-war 
all providing a fcw laughs, 

A few oldm snaps drew 
great interest, in pmicu- 
Jar a pboto of the Dwaoch 
P i p  Band. from the early 
1960s. Inneg Mathtgon,wbo 
was present with his Gmp 
hat on, provided ~ames fhr 

. eacb and ewry mcmkr of 
the band, including Joan 
Buehanan's f a t h  as big 
drummer, Sindair Gum m 
drummer, b e 9  himelfarad 
his brother Christopher, 
Jim Duff, Alm Ncish, Pipe 
Major Kcnny MaeRac, and 
many other I d  mcn. 

fergus Robettson then 
gave an eluqueat vote of 
thanks and in particular 
praistd the srtaff of Royal 
Domoch Golf Club for 
the beautiful mcaI and the 
txtremely bigb standard of 
strvicc, 

C 


