
MR B.G.BARLOW 
16 HOLME AVENUE 

WIGAN 
LANCS WN1 2EH 

TEL. 01942 245421 
 

11th October, 2007 
Dear Mr Wild, 
 I enclose herewith letters written by my Mother during the severe snow storms 
of February 1978, as mentioned in my phone call on the 8th of this month. 
 My Mother, Trudy Winward and my Stepfather, Stan Winward lived in the 
Managers House which adjoined Lairg Electric Laundry, in fact a door led from the 
hallway direct into the laundry.  Stan was the Maintenance Man there which explains 
the reference to thawing out the fuel oil.  The Laundry Manager was a Mr. George 
Dingwall who was a retired Bank Manager.  He lived on the Main Street in Lairg.  He 
was also the Local Correspondant for the ‘Sutherland Times’ and as such, was well 
known in the county.  About this time, he was awarded either the M.B.E or the O.B.E. 
hence the trip to Buckingham Palace. 
 At this time the laundry had several vans which collected and delivered 
laundry to all parts of Sutherland.  Alas, the trade declined as hotels bought their own 
washing machines and the laundry was forced to close a few years later.  By this time, 
my parents had moved into a Pensioners bungalow in Tain. 
 Tom was a Cashier at the Royal Bank of Scotland in Lairg and lodged with 
my parents until he was able to obtain a place of his own.  I think Alick would be Mr. 
Alick Gow who with his wife, Janice, lived at what at one time had been the Railway 
Station Building at Mid Clyth in Caithness.  Janice and my Mother met when they 
were both working at the Inchnadamph Hotel several years before. 
 With the threat of Global Warming, it makes me wonder if such severe 
weather conditions will ever again be experienced by the people of Sutherland.  I 
would like you to place the letters in your archive for future generations to wonder at.  
By all means let me know if you would like any more information about my parents 
and their time in Sutherland. 
 
     Yours sincerely, 
 
     Brian Barlow. 



Lagbuie, 
Sunday, 

: - 1- ,- 

Dear Mary & Brim.--. 
-gt* w a s  n i c e  t o  h e a r  your 

vo iaes  l e s t  n i g h t ,  Bte have had some funny 
thoughts d u r h g  t h e  p a s t  few weeks, wondering 
what w a s  going t o  happen weather wise, Zaae 
Fr iday  a f t e r n a m . ,  we managed. t o  g e t  i n t o  Dornoch 
, It w a s  salmo%$ blowing a b l i z z a r d ,  being muck 
worse up thede t h a t  day than i t  w a s  with us ,  A l l  
t h e  \claild.mn h a d - a g a b  been s e h t  home from School 
W i l l  you mak8 a n o t e  of t h e  enclosed? M r  Gun ,  
h e  i's the  m a n  we raw & w e  eabh made a new T i l l ,  uf courrP Stan & myself a r e  i n  favour  of each - 
o the r ,  b u t  i f  we both gor b e f o r e  e i t h e r  of 'you $wo 
M-z. Gunn & Brian a r e  t h e  Executors,  T h e m w i l l  be 
Very l i t t l e  ready 061aBL, bu t  our Insurance w i l l  , , 

cover sxpensea  , You a r e  both named,, which: is  J 1  

t h e  reason I wanted Mary's f u l l  name, Should' (I 
hope niot), you both go be fo re  u s ,  i t  w f l l  be 
given t o  t h e  Soc ie ty  o f t b e  Prevent ion of Crue l ty  
t o  ClailBren, h Scot land,  O f  course  we nbw have t 
t h e  Graves i n  Lairg ,  bu t  i f  we d i e  o u t s i d e  Scot-  
l and ,  bury ua i n  the n e a r e s t  cemetery, We have 
a good Po l i cy  in case  we a r e  k i l l b d  by acc iden t ;  
In say care ,  g e t  in touch with  M r  Gunn, N o w  t h a t  
is done with; We could n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  t he  c o s t  
of a Cremation from'here. 

+The Sun i s  mel t ing  t h e  
I c i c l e s  down t h e  windows), i t  looks  lovely;  bu t  
s t i l l  very  cold. I glee they a r e  ca t ch ing  i t  in  
t h e  South now, Poor beggerr .  It w i l l  be i n t e r -  
e a t i n g  t o  sek  how m a y  Lambs t h e r e  w i l l  be t h i s  
year,  All t h e  sheep are now in Lamb, whic& i s  
why t h e r e  i s  s o  much concern about them. It i s  
funny, when I goout & meet people  i n  t h e  High 
S t r e e t ,  w e  a l l  walk so  c a r e f u l l y ,  someme said, 

- 



3 2 . . .  . . 
*we 4x1  ldok li&. , P A ~ Q ~ ~  * W ~ i l ~ 9 ~  'along. 

~ ~ p r k e  - R a w P & a M  i s  coming up 
i n  Nay, w i t h ' ~ ~ e & l r  brotYer*& @&Ye,: They l i v e - -  
An. Assst ss t h e y  w i l l  stag o t s r n i g k t  w i t h  them. 
i n  peel Ere-,.-then -811 cdnq up in one car .  I 
hope +he weather fs B a d ,  They hope t o  d o  some 
Fisr5- tsx %he Loak,:',B+dn its o r g a n i s i n g  t h a t  
f o r  them, mo.1 a m  le$agij.ag forward  t o  tha8  v e r y  
mwelr, Then 'you w I P 1  per .coraWg , There  ' w i l l  be  
p l e n t y  goWg a,'*& yelp a r e . h @ r e ,  . - r D 

. . IQW $a t&% - + ~ Q W ?  ' I  d o  
i o p e  youf C I x i ~ g y 8  d walls  are aCjf C?E:& g w  al l2  

; bs# a t h y  herker under .  durs, but t h i s  week .I 
bead a j ab ' ~ e 3  $kg-.dxbAhu +-. -- -- -- -*rag.&, ;-Beo&kse -iE 
f b e o r  had swe l l ed  up & wass ca,tch&ng t h e .  door ,  A 

g a d  aob we have i t  i n s i d e ,  The ne-w:~wne-ra, f rm  
b p h ,  .are-aomine;  up a t ' E a s t e r  f o r  a weelE;, t h e y  
mmg up  Mr D i n g w a l l ,  as they f e a r e d  the  Psoilse may 
have d i s a p p e a r e d ,  t k e y  - b e a r d 4  such bad r e p o r t s .  

Dinggal made it t s  Buckingham P a l a c e ,  l a a t  
week, &is rim' wen-$ wi th  him, t h e y  took a; SIeeljer 
t h e r e  &- bsbck. ,The -QUWan kai:'('*.Flu, r o P r i n c e  ' 

C h a r l e s  made t h o  p r e s e n t r t i s n s .  Of c o u r s e  he 
' w a s  up  hose l a s t  r o a r ,  & M r  D. s a i a  they hatl a 

l i t t l e  e U B  abmB E t ,  - 1 wsa very ctirapain-ked w i t h  
t h o  Modal & r ibban .  ~ e & h a ~ a  I e x p e c t  t o o  much, 

S s r ~ y  a b o i t  poor  Uncle, Edith  
i s  s t i l l  v e r y  poor ly .  . 

A.m now taking a k c % t l  e .walk & 
w i l l  y o s t  t h i a  on t h e  wsy, F w n g  t h i n g ,  the  part  
ia now c o m b g  Psrst%r * t k ; ~ n  i t  ever bas. D m 8 %  knew 
why; I t h i n k  thqy are using a d i f f e r e n t  Waf since 
$he eaergenoy,  l o n g a @ y  i t  l a ~ t ,  7 ' '  

' a e e r i o ,  a l l  ~ u ~ ~ ' L o v s ,  & t o  
mum, Hope she $8 keep ing  

l o o k i n g  a f t e r  ~ n c l e ' r  H-ouse 
. ..', _.e..u . 



Thursday, 

Dear zary % Brian .  
m " 

3 d o  not know if you h a v e  
y e t  r e c e i v e d  my l e t B e r  w l i t t e n  on IdonClay,, It 
w a s  funny t h e  wag. i t  =as posted .  B B ~ ; ~ J . $ ~  
jusC managed t o  g e t  t h e  r i d e  d o o r  open, 00 be 
f a c e d  w i t h  st s o l i d  w a l l  of f r o z e n  io@, t h e  w i  
windows t o o ,  covered ,  i t  war v e r y  da'rk a l l  : 
d r y  long. H e  broke  a *hole  through i.t & 
managed t o  g e t  lpfr arm through & one of the 
m a n  off  t h e  Snow plo~&B took it; from kfm, P o a r  
bogger r ,  t h e y  h+ve wor'ke'd hard,' up & down d a y  
& n i g h t  ofBen g e t t a g  famt i n  %be d r i f t m ,  ' ~ f  
c o u r s e  you w i l l ?  have hoard  a b o u t  t h e  trrw , .-: ... 
a l s o  2 of d u r  Bus D ~ f v e r a  frosn,Tangue & Diwmwa 
were stranded f o r  d ~ y  6. 2 nights .  , t o  a r c  in 
the middl4 of it a l l ,  P ~ w s r  Pylonas are down 
& aome f a m i l i e s  a r e  w i t b o u t  waaer, 2 days  b e f o r e  
i t  gat bad, 1:IrEad ~ l i & ; f r o m  Jehn 0 G r o a t s  f o r  
2 n i g h t s .  Be b.z!?agh+ u r ' a  aaok of P o t a t o  s, 
mo . they were v 6 z ~ ~ u s O f r i l .  He g o t  awaj a f  # r i b y  
80 h e  w a s  very ' lucky I n d e ~ Q ,  Hot bs-g able t o  
u s e  any  I w a s  worrbed. t h e  m i s s i n g  nfaa 
couXd h a v e  been Yen, now w e  know i t  was n o t ,  We 
a r e  wear ing  l a y e r a  & l a y e r s  of woo1,ies & f u l l o f  
c o l d a ,  But  we d o  have a fire , I can manage "or 
food s o  far  & t o d a r  the  F i s h  g a t  t h r ~ a g h ,  f r  
from G o l r p i e ,  w i t h  a 1SmiCed rappl.y, Boor! S t a n  
h s a  e v e r  1000 g a l s  of O i l  ' t o  %haw ouS b e f o r e  
he can a t t e m ~ t  t o  artsrt t l e  boil@%, me .wen 
went o u t  yoa te r&ay ,  2 ,,, & . k 2 s h o v e l s ,  
bu t  t h e y  could  n o t  d e l i v e r  m y  ~f t h e  p a r c e l B  0 

They tu rned  back. t h e  plough g o t  p a l t  
+-1 



t h e  f r o n t  of t k e  h,ousle,-' a l l  %be snow they 
moved an our Bide , 'time r i g h t  aver t he  r a i l & '  in 
t h e  g a d e n ,  what a mess,' The Farmer*@ have .lor-% 
thousands of Sheep de Cattle: Has t h e  snow 
down t o  you y e t ?  We have a thaw today,  s o  qot 
w i l l  v m t u r e  out  t o  t h e  Pos t  Office,  We had o t r  
f i r s t  m ~ f l  today f o r  til week, so' they  a r e  open, 
How we a r e  g e t t i n g  accustemed t o  i t  a l l ,  I can 
srae t h e  funny aide.  It w a r  Breadftal a t  f i rs tQ 
n o t  see ing  anyone, & - t h e  s i l e n c e  w a s  awful ,  We 
have a spa re  b o t t f  e  of Calor  Gar s o  w i X l  be a l x i g h  
f o r  t he  ooming weekend, 

Wlhat a good t h i n g  i t  war f o x  m e  
t h a t  Tom is hway. Dfd I t e l l  you? he ha& now 
g a t  t k e  rent of a Caravan, on tks  rooad down t o  $ 
the 8ta;tiosl. =e w i l l  b e  a n y  -ti1 al&esB h s b e r  
s o  1 am ha~ing_-h_im-f-~. B f e ? ~ - d a g s h ~ r r . k a c a n - - -  
g e t  i% ready. The owner, we hq him, he i . ~  SG %-?:? 

G B i l l i e  s t  Oykel, nags las t  year he w a s  onZ$ h%1@ 
t o  l e t  i t  f o r  7 weeks a l l  during t h e  seasoa,  $0 
h e  decided t o  l e t  i t  permanently. It a l s o  g ives  
Tom ano the r  2 p o i n t s  on . t he  housing l i s t ,  " The 

houses by t h e  s i d e  of the B o i l e r  house  are going 
up f a s t ,  of them a r e  f o r  fa mil is^, but we 
do n b t  want one, they  are8 t o o  cclase t o g e t h e r ,  I 
would n o t  l i k e  t o  l i v e  l i k e  that again, 

Well,  w i l l  now g e t  on with Borne more 
P o t a t o  soup & dumpling5 ( A good jQob S t w l e $  l i k e s  
them) It looks  much br ig+hte r  today & what !a - 
d i f f e r e n c e  i t  makes. 

A 1 1  our Love t o  yourss lvee  



L A N  & o k  A / Nc;'/M, C u f L  
I 

P" C g&e~+ / *  h A i  L/utUq 



Bl[r & I r a  BG Bhrlow, 
16 EIolme Avenue, 

wQE4ik IQPM 2ER- 


