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STRIKING INGIDENTS FROM DORNOGH’S PAST

(Continued from page 1.)
to-day she does mot forget that sho owes
them to the powerful interest of the Earls
of Sutherland.

‘“ And s0 as part of our programme to-day
wa are to unveil a tablet to the memory
of Sir Robert Gordon, whose namo has
always been so closely associnted with this
district, and whose famous * History of the
Earldom of Sutherland * is one of the most
interesting Jiterary remains of the time.
But wo lionour vour (3roce not only as the
representative of a long line® of mnames
illustrions in the history of the North, but
also in virtne of your personal gualities and
achicvements, 'I'o-day, on your fortieth
birthday, you can look back on a record of
good serviee rendored to your conntry,

“ During - the war you did your duty hy
her, and In tme ol peace as w Minister of
the Crown your interest in her welfare has
been umeeasing.  In 1922 you  adinirably
filled the important office of Lord High
Cominissioner, and your unflagging interest
in the progress of avistion has gone far to
n-amh!isfl this country us one of the leaders
in aerial development.

“The eitizens of Dornoch one and all
desive to show their approcistion; bath of
vonr personal morits and of the past servicos
of yaur family to the capital of Sutherland,
by muking you a fregman of this Royal and
aneiont burgh upan the 300ch anniversary of
its founding ns o burgh.”

M John Satherland then proceeded to
read the inscoriptions on the burgess vickets.

The tickets were handed  over by My
Sutherland: to  the ‘mnowly  diuitted
lmlll'l.;vz.\‘c,x, an\l.lhl'-_v signed the burgess
roll,

The Duke’s Reply.

Tlhu Duke of Sutherland then rose and
said ;—

*There is no hononr in.the. world .1
value so highly as being granted the free
dom of the burgh of Dornoch. 1 value
that bonour so highly because of the con
nection betwoen the town of Dotnoch and
the family to which 1 belong. 1 have come
to know that 1 have got good friends at
home as well as away. [ will always
chorish that friemdship shich has existed

sinee the 13th century. You have pre-
sented o with the freedomr on my  40th
Lirthday, at & time when a man'is  sup-

{-'-‘w‘l to. be commencing the process of mel
owing into,a ripe old-age, at an sge when
the more callow and precocions qualitios ¢l
youth are softening. - That ceremony was
taking place in the shadow of the ancient

lceeded

cathedral in which my ancestors found
their last resting-place.

“It was said of Lord Rosehery during
his carcer as a statesman that he would

rathier work for Scotlend in a humble way

than perform a much more important ser-|

vice for another part of the Empire. That
was true of Scotsmen the world over, for
they would rather work for their own
country than for any other,™

The Duke went on to rofer to the altroc
tions of Dornoch from & golfing und holi-
day viewpoint, and mentioned that rnext
to Nairn they could boast the smallest
rainfall in the British Isles. Ile wished to
thank them all for the great honour they
had conferred on him,

A short speech wus also made “in reply
by Lord Rothermere who expressed the
belief that with improved menans of trans
port there wus great hope for the future
of the Highlands. e was very grateful

fiwr the lionour they had done him that
day.
The Memorial.
Provost  Murray  then  wished the

youngest birgesses long life and prosperity,
and . the cempany proceeded to  the
cathedral ‘to unved the mural tablet to the
memory of Sir Rebert Gordon.

The beautiful old cathedral was erowded
when the Rev, Dv Bentick opened the
short service with the singing of the Hun-
dredth Psilm by the congregation, and|
after this Rev. Mr Ritebie of Cyreich read
the losson,

The Duke of Sutherland, along with Dr
Bontick and  Proveost Murreay, then pro-
ceeded to the ecast transept, where the
small tablet has been ||!m'm.‘r on the wall.

It was a wvery fortunaie thing. for Dor-
noch, Provost Murray said, that in the
troublous time, from 1615 to 1630, the
gpnrdiun and tutor of the young Earl was
ir Robert CGordon. He was admirably
fitted for his difficolt task by o thorough
uniyersity — traumng,  extensive | foreign
travel, and a long attendance at conre
Such a favourite was Siy Hobert thut he
was - made @ geotlenan  of the &rivy |
Chamber in 1606, the first baronet in 1685,
Viee-Chamberlain of Seotland in 1630, and
Privy Councillor in 1634. In 1628 he sue-
in  obtaining  from the King a
charter for the erection of the burgh of
Dornoch ‘into a Royal burgh with all its
ettendant privileges,

“For these reasons, ‘on bebalf of the
citizens of the. town, I have . much
pleasure,” he continued, **in calbng upon

your Qrace, a kinsman of so eminent a
man, to unveil this memorial to his illus-
triovs  memory.”

The 'Duke of Sutherland at once un-
coversdothe memorial tablet, and Rev. Dr
Bentick engaged in a prayer of dedication.

The Guests.

The invited guests were then conveyed to
tha IiIML.S. Hotel to attend the civie
lunchean at which Provost Murray occupied
the chair—presiding over a company which
includdl  Bailis Moore, Desn of Guild
Maclonn, Treastirer Dingwall, Councillors
M‘Kay; Ross, M Hardy, Grant; Provost
Ross, Tain; Provost Macowen, Imverness;
Pravost Couper, Cromarty; Provost Asher,
Thursof Provost Ross, Invergordon; the
Duke ‘snd  Duchesg of Sutherland, Lord

Rothermere,  8Sir  Archibald and Lady
Sinelain, Rev. Dr Bentick, Mr Rosewell]
Miller,| the Hon. E. Harmsworth, the
Marguis and Marchionoss of Lo‘l'uknh’lprry.

Shoeriff Mackintosh, Sheriff Forbes, Lord
Chaplin, Mr R. 8. Henderson, &c.

The usual loyal toasts were drunk, and
that of the youngest burgesses was given
by Provest Murray, to which very brief re-
plies*were made.

An intoresting speech was given by Sir
Archibald Sinclair, M.P. for Caithness and
Sutherland, who proposed *The Burgh of
Pornoch,” conpled with the name of Bailie
Campbell, In doing so he referred to the
position held by - Dornoch as a holiday
centre in the north, how it attracted many
wople in the Highlands, and how it was
‘lis hope that in the future it would bring
more and more visitors to their midst,

Sir Archibald also spoke of the friendly
relationships now existing between the
fx-olﬂe ot Caithness and those of Suther-
and, and raised a smile by remarking that
they were even united in the blissful bonds
of Parliamentary ropresentation,

A group of Monks.

After *he finish of luncheon the party
made their way back to the arena where
the pageant was to be held, and with this
stirring and picturesque event the day's
proceedings came to a close.

In the evening, however, dances were
held in the town, and these for the younger
r]maple made a fitting wind ap to a great
day.

One factor which contributed much to
the suceoss of the eelebrations was the
weather,  Although the sun remained hidden,
the rain, which had been falling during the
night, ' cleared away, and did net return.

Royal Message.

Tha following message was soent by
Provost Murray on the occasion of the ter-
centenary celebralions to His Majesty ab
Balmoral -~

“The Provest, Magistrates, and Town
Couneil of the Roval Burgh of Dornoch,
Sutherland, and all our citizons are to-day
colebrating the tercentenary of the founda-

tion of our tewn by Royal charter as a
s o~ . - e My 1] el | SR e || Y o AA




The Duke of Sutherland.

A picturesque scene. Photo shows the granting of the Charter.

country and FEinpire. — John Murray,
Provest.”

The reply received was in the following
forms

“The Provost of Dornpch,—The King
sincerely thanks you, tho Magistrafes,
Town Council, and citizens of Dorvioch to-
day celebrating the tercentenary of the
granting of the Royal charter for the logal
sentiments and good wishies expressed in
your message.~~Private Becretary."”

A section of the crowd watching the proceedings.
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_F SCENES FROM DORNOCH’S HISTORICAL PAGEANT

Master J, A. D. Lawson and Miss D. Lawson (Vikings). Miss Mary Fraser, as the witch, being driven from the town by the fishwives.
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Bishop Gilbert (Rev. D. H. Gillan, of Golspie) arriving.

The Duchess of Sutherland, who took a prominent part
in the pageant.

Two of the clergy leaving the Cathedral.



A charming group of dancers at the pageant.

Another photo showing part eof the processien of clergy from the Cathedral,




