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C.C. Divisional Planning Officer, Sutherland. 

Roinn na 
Gaidhealtachd • Highland 
Department of Planning 
D:rector 

Highland Regional Council 
Regional Buildings 
Glenurquhart Road 
Inverness IV 3 5NX 

1 elepilone 0463 234121 
Telex 75313 

Richard W. G. Cameron 
R.I.B .A., A.R.I.A.S ., M.R.T.P.I. 

Facsimile 0463 223201 

Please ask for: Mr Patton 

Struan Jno. T. Robertson, 
Clerk to the Deacon's Court, 
Dornoch Cathedral, 
"Torranroy", 

E,t. no: 

Our ref: 

590 
. 

SU/12/F/RP/AA 

DORNOCH, 
Sutherland, 

Your ref: 

IV25 3HR. _J Dale: 17th January, 1989. 

Dear Sir, 

PROPOSED TREE WORKS 
DORNOCH CATHEDRAL (CONSERVATION AREA) 

I refe r to the site meeting at the Cathedral last year attended by my colleague 
Mr Patton in respect of the above. 

I ~as grateful for the opportunity to discuss the future management of the trees 
within the Cathedral and greatly welcome the Court's obvious desire to undertake 
any necessary works in a judicious manner. As you are aware, the Cathedral lies 
within the Dornoch Conservation Area and certain procedures are required to be 
met in respect of tree works. I will cover this aspect later. 

I would con fir rn the poil , ~s discussed as follows. The enclosed map shows the 
location of the various a spects discussed. 

1. 

2. 

I 

' 
..... -~ . -- -~ (West do ,:,r to South door) 

I have no obj ec tion i11 principle to remedial works (crown lifting and thinning) 
being undertaken on these boundary trees. Previous lopping wor <s have not 
been wholly satisfact-xy and the proposals would give an opportunity for 
these to be rectified to a degree. I would envisage limited wor~:s ~ so as 
not to take away from individual crown form and dominance. It is obviously 
important to ac hieve continuity between the trees. 

As disc ussed, it is very difficult, if not impossible, to identify or detail the 
work prior to commencement. It is largely dependent on the contractor 
viewing the works as they proceed. 

(West do~ ,r to North door) 

Again, I would offe r 1 :o objection in principle to the limited lifting and 
thinni ng of the crowr, '.; of these trees. 

Your remarks on the de nsity of the tree Jine when in leaf is appreciated. 
The re would ce rtainly be benefit, in terms of respacing the line a nd 
ex hibiting indiv .idual tree form, in removing two of the trees. Obviously 
consultation would be required with interested parties over such a proposal. 
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3. Location C (South door) 

I would suggest that perhaps the Hornbeam ('Fastigiata' varie·ty) may outgrow 
their location adjacent to the gateway. Their replacement with one of the 
smaller growing and colourful Sorbus varieties may wish to be considered. 
would suggest 'Joseph Rock' or commixta. 

The hornbeam could be located along the eastward running boundary margin. 
' 

(North door running East along High Street) 

Only one tree (a self sown sycamore) ls located within the Cathedral grounds. 
This tree is located hard up against the boundary wall and will be subject to 
root pressure. I would recommend that this tree be removed at this time to 
avoid damage to the wall. 

I also recall a sycamore sapling adjacent to a nearby headstone which would 
also be better removed. 

As you will recall I am anxious to secure replacement planting along the 
High Street to augment the existing street planting. I have written to the 
Divisional Roads Engineer to enquire in to the feasibility of a planting 
scheme and, if so, if he would be able to contribute towards 1:he cost. It is 
likely that this Department would also be able to contribute towards any 
scheme. Would your Court be interested in contributing towards the purchase 
of the trees? I would envisage the planting of five trees (see map for location) 
at a purchase cost of say £25 each. The earliest a scheme could be undertaken 
would be by the end of this year. I would be pleased to discuss this proposal 
further with you. 

5. ~~(Monument area) INE:SC !tRe OdTvJtrµ ftWl<fb~L~,;,M 

I have written to the District Council to advise them of your comments on the 
growth of some of the trees taking away from the views of the Cathedral from 
the south. While I have no objection in principle to works being carried out on 
the mature trees, it is fair to say that the visual gain will not be significantly 
improved. 

I will -inform you of the District Council's response when rece.ived. 

As I have indicated there are procedures to be followed covering tree works (including 
lopping and pruning) within a conservation area. Any person wishing to carry out tree 
works is required to give six weeks written notification of their proposals to the 
Planning Authority. Any notification will be considered with any necessary consultations 
being undertaken before replying. As I have already had an opportunity to view the 
site I would hope to be in a position to respond relatively quickly. A point of 
consideration is that previous tree works within the town have attracted the keen 
interest and on occa$ion, the concern of the local community. I would obviously 
wish for adequate consultation to be undertaken with the community interests, 
particularly with 2. above. 

I 
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I Jook forward to hearing from you in due course. If you wish to discuss any 
aspect further please do not hesitate to contact Mr Patton at the above 
extension number. While your colleague from the Forestry Commission is 
prepared to undertake and/or supervise certain works ou may wish to employ 
a specialist arboriculturalit contactor also. I would be pleased to advise of 
suitable persons. It is obviously very important that a high degree of 
workmanship is employed. -

. 
Finally, I wish to apologise for the dealy in response and apologise for any 
inconyenience caused to _your Court. 

Yours fai thfulJy, 

Qi rector • 

• 
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C.C. Divisional Planning Officer, Sutherland. 

Roinn na ~\H· hl d 
Gaidhealtachd ~ Ig an 
Department of Planning 
Director 
Richard W. G. Cameron 
R.I.B.A., A.R.I.A .S., M .R.T.P.I. 

Struan Jno. T. Robertson, 
Clerk to the Deac on's Court, 
Dornoch Cathedral, 
"Torranroy", 
DORNOCH, 
Sutherland, 
IV25 3HR. 

Dear Mr Robertson, 

PROPOSED TREE WORKS 

Highland Regional Council 
Regional Buildings 
Glenurquhart Road 
Inverness IV 3 5NX 

Please ask for: 

Ext . no: 

Our rcr: 

Your ref: 

_J Date : 

DORNOCH CATHEDRAL (CONSERVATION AREA) 

Telephone 0463 234121 
Telex 75313 
Facsimile 0463 223201 

Mr Patton 

590 

SU/12/F/RP/AA 

3rd February, 1989. 

I refer to my previous Jetter of 17th January, 1989 and your Jetter of 22nd January 
addressed to my Divisional Planning Officer, Mr Polson, in respect of the above. 
Your letter has been passed to this office for response. 

As indicated over the telephone yesterday, I would offer no objection to the proposals 
to undertake judicious crown thinning and lifting of the Cathedral trees, presumably 
at locations A and B as per my Jetter of 17th January. I would suggest the use of a 
wound sealant such as "Arbrex 805", "Tree 3" or similar. While there is presently 
debate as to the effectiveness of sealants in arboreal terms it is agreed that ·,f~ use 
does no harm and ;, · very useful in cosmetic terms. 

Perhaps you would be kind enough to advise Mr Patton (who can be contacted at the 
above extension) of when the works are finished as I would wish him to look at the 
works. Have the Court .:·onsidered any action over the two naturally seeded 
sycamore as discussed previously? 

Perhaps you wish to consider these trees with the other discussed work at a later 
date as intimated in your letter. 

Finally, I wish to apologise for any inconvenience caused by my delay in responding 
to this matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

·C) j CJ~\__, 
( 

. -

\-t...- Director. 

S7TP. 
f<l.E 
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SUTHERLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL 
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~ d <ti~/ ~6?1£J ✓ d 
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DISTRICT OFFICES, 
THE MEADOWS, 
DORNOCH, 
SUTHERLAND IV25 3SG Telephone Dornoch 810491 



SU/12/F/RP/AA 

Department of Planning 
!! i ;:;!1l.J,1d Ee:;ionol Counc::1.1 
Rr,;_:·1 on::..i.. i)uildinga 
GJ.enurquhart Road 
INVERNi;ss IV3 SNX 

PROPOSED TREE WORKS 
DORNOCH CATHEDRAL (CONSERVATION AREA) 

fv1R HA~~s 
t.,tm;e_ TO 
U!Pf' f9i=-- Pi.JtVUtPt 

I tJJ e:,u..JM . 

T::...: ;:;. ;,uvc ur::.1.L t;:;r wa., rai.se<l w.i th you by tlie Cle rk to the Deacons' Court, 
Lea i,oc !i Cn thc~dral, in ] 989 and Mr. Barr ow made u visit and recommendations 
( :,•our letter of 17 January 1989 refer ,, :1 • 

Th~ Ji:; trict Counc:i.l now wi~.h to c~u-ry out winter maintenance ,wrk:_; to 
th~ tree;.; as detailed on the accompany :.ilb ,;1r1;i. 

Jn termr.; of the Planning Rez11lat"i.On[;, ;,nve to gi.ve six weekt:;' written 
notif.icutiol! to the Planning AuthorHy DL :my proponuls. 

Natuni lly, as the responsible l>ody, it 3.~: ~dt that a ~ • .itc vJ ;,i t uy ci. t hcr 
Mr, Barrow or l-ir, Paton would be benef icinl i.n or tier to cLi:,.:cuf!s the work 
proposed and to reach a8reemcnt on the 1-,ork to be carried out. A ~ui tablP. 
date for th:f.s office would be the week commencing Mondny, 1.3 .. January 1992 
and T loo!< forward to hearing from you on in order thot the matter can 
bo resolved. 

Yours faithfully 

Depute Director of Environ111ental Health 

c,c. Clerk to the Deacons' Court, Dornoch Cathedral. 
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Roinn na 
Gaidhealtachd 8 Highland

1 
I . 

Department of Planning 
Director 
Richard W. G. Cameron 
R.I.B .A . . A.R.I.A S .. M.R.T.P.I. 

Highland Regional Council 
Regio nal Buildings 
Glenurquhart Road 
Inve rness IV 3 5NX 

Telephone 0463 234121 · 
Telex 75313 ' 
Facsimile 0463 711 969 

Please ask for : Mr Patton 

Director of Envirornrental Health, 
Sutherland District Council, 
The MeadCMS, 
oo~, 
Sutherland, 
IV25 3SG. 

Dear Sir, 

_J 

Ext. nu: 590 

Our ref: SU/12/F/RP/M 

Your rl!f: AK/JM/Gi 

Date: 11 December, 1991 

Thank you for your letter of 3rd Decercber, 1991 notifying me of your 
Council's intention to undertake tree works at the Cathedral. 

To discuss your proposals further, I would be pleased for my colleague 
Robert Patton to visit the site on M:>nday, 13th January as proposed. May I 
suggest meeting at 10. 30am at the south gate ( adjacent to the M:>nument) of 
the Cathedral. I would be grateful to receive your confinnation of this 
arrangenent. 

Yours faithfully, 

C.C. Clerk to the Deacon's Court, Dornoch Cathedral, Dornoch, 
Divisional Planning Officer, Sutherland. 

,/ 

Suther!~ 

\ 

' 
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lkpartmenl of Planning Highland Regional Council 
Di, cci, ,r Rc!,! ional lluilLlings 
R ir hard w . (1. Cameron Gknu rquhart Road 

Telephone 0463 2341 21 
' Tele x 75 ) I) 

Facsimile 0463 711 %9 

S •1 I' ·1· I' I Inve rness IV ) 5N X R.1. 13 . /\ . . /\ . R.1. /\ .. . ,, . , . . .. - ----~~.:::.:....:...:._:_:...:_:..:..:._ _____________ _ 

Director of Environrrental Health, 
Sutherland District Courx::il, 
The ~ows, 
OORNXH, 
Sutherland, IV25 3SG. 

Dear Sir, 

_I 

E:c:1. no: 

Our ref: 

Your re f: 

Oat,·: 

Mr Patton 

590 

SU/12/F/~/AA 

20 January, 1992 

I refer to the neeting of 13th January, 1992 attended. by your Mr Keating, 
representatives of the Church and the Forestiy Camtission and my colleague 
Mr Patton in respect of the above. I am in receipt of a copy of your letter 
to the Camunity Council. 

At the neeting the Church and your Mr Keating identified. a range of work as 
follows; 

1. Cathedral Grounds 

1.1 Concern was e.xpressed. by the Church representatives that the trees 
running along the boundaries fran the south gate to the west gate and 
the north gate and the ,;,.iest gate respectively, ,;,.iere obscuring the 
building. It is therefore proposed. to renove three trees ( see enclosed. · 
plan) to inprove visibility and all<M respaceirent of the trees. The 
tree on the south boundary has a slight lean tcMard.s the road. 

1. 2 'l'he remaining t rees are to receive minor crCMn thinning and lifting as 
appropriate. This work is to be undertaken by a carponent 
arboriculturist. See 2 .1 belCM. 

1.3 A coppicing sycanore stunp {see enclosed. plan) is running the risk of 
pushing out the boundary retaining wall. It is proposed. to chemically 
treat the stt.mp to halt the regrc:Mth. 

1.4 There are a nwnber of smaller coppicing sycanore adjacent to lairs. It 
is proposed. to cut these back and chemically treat the stunps. 

2. Village Green ( l'-bmnrent) 

2.1 The District Council propose to undertake cro.vn. thinning and lifting of 
the trees. Iltiportantly, working practice was to rrove away fran the 
previous nethod of sinply radically cutting back to form "knuckles". 
Instead, the outer grc:Mth of the cro.vn.s is to be largely retained. by way 
of judicious cro.vn. thinning. It is proposed that any work will be 
carried out by a carponent arborculturist. As requested., I enclose 
details of two suitable contractors. 
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3. High Street Trees 

3.1 Maintenance, as required of the recent street planting. 

3.2 Minimal reshaping of the older trees. 

M part of the notification procedure required to be undertaken with the 
Planning Authority (in tenns of the Conservation Area legislation), Mr Patton 
requested that an opportunity be taken to seek the camentsof the Camunity 
Council and the District Councillor. This is in recognition of t}le sensitive 
nature of the proposals identified in 1.1 above. I also wished to seek the 
caments of Councillor Colonel Sir Allan Gilnour as the Regional Menber. 

I feel your letter places this consultation as a courtesy neasure only. 
H~, I would wish an opp:>rtunity to all<M full discussion of any caments 
that may be raised. I feel this would only be prq>er in view of the high 
sensitivity of the area. 

In this regard I enclose a copy of a letter I have received fran a .. 
Mr J. Grant of Bridge Street for your advice and cament. I have 
ackn<Mledged his letter. 

I will forward Colonel Gilnour's ccmrents when received. 

Yours faithfully, 

~7 
~ 

Director. 

Enc. 

C.C. Councillor Col. Sir Allan Gilnour, Invernauld, Roseha.11, Lairg, 
N27 4EU. 
Mr Allan Ewan, Secretary of Dornoch Camunity C~~ West Deanery, 
Castle Street, Dornoch. ./ 
Rev. Janes Sinpson, Cathedral Manse, Dornoch. 
District Councillor Mrs s. Board, Farrpenny, Skelbo, Dornoch. 
District Councillor D. Shepherd, Rosem:JUI1t Cottage, Clashnore, Dornoch. 



Arbor Sex:vices (Neil Valentine), 
North View, 
Cullicudden, 
Ba.lblair, 
Culbok.i.e. 

North East Tree Sel:vices (Mike Sedgwick) , 
8 St. Andrew's Square, 
Pinefield, 
Elgin, 
IV30 3JX. 

.APPENDIX 
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Department of Planning 
Director 
Ridianl W. Ci. Cameron 
RJ.11./\ .. /\.R.1./\.S .. M.R.T.l'.I. 

Highland Regional Council 
Rq!ional Buildings 
Gknurquhan Road 
Inverness IV 3 5NX 

1'l,•:,,e a,k for: Mr Patton 

Telephone 0463 234121 
Telex 75313 
Facsimile 0463 711969 

Director of Envirornnental Health, 
Sutherland District Council, 

!'.I. nn: 590 

The ~aws, Our ref: STJ/12/F/FP/AA .. 
00~, 
Sutherlarrl, Y,,ur rd': AK/EM/GM 
IV25 3SG. 

D:01,· 23 January 1 1992 

Dear Sir, 

I refer to my letter of 20th January, 1992 in respect of the above. 

I have been contacted today by Councillor Shepherd over the proposals as 
identified in my letter. Whilst the matter was raised at the last Ccmrunity 
Council rreeting he considers that the Council, at that tine, were not in 
possession of the full facts behind the proposals. He therefore wishes the 
matter referred back to the Camunity Council for further discussion and 
cament. I will be grateful for this to be put in hand please. 

Yours faithfully, 

~---~ 
Director. 

C.C. Rev. Janes Sirrpson, Cathedral Manse, Dornoch. 
Mr Allan Ewan, Secretary of Dornoch Camunity Council, West Deanery, 
Castle Street, Dornoch. 
District Councillor D. Shepherd, Roserrount Cottage, Clashnore, Dornoch. 
District Councillor Mrs S. Board, Fourpenny, Skelbo, Dornoch. 
Councillor Col. Sir Allan Gilnour, Invernauld, Rosehall, Iairg, 
IV27 4EU. 
Divisional Pla.n.n.:j.ng Officer, Sutherland. (Enclosure). 
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Department of Planning 
D:rector 

Highland Regional Council 
Regional Buildings 
Glenurquhart Road 
Inverness IV 3 5NX 

Telephone 0463 234121 
'Telex 75313 

Richard W. G. Cameron 
R.1.8.A., A.R.l.A.S., M.R.T.P.l. 

Facsimile 0463 223201 

Please ask ror: Mr Patton 

Struan Jno. T. Robertson, 
Clerk to the Deacon's Court, 
Dornoch Cathedral, 
"Torranroy", 

Ext. no: 

Our rer: 

590 

SU/ 12/F /R.P/AA 

DORNOCH, Your rer: 

Sutherhmd, . 
IV25 JHR. _J Date: 17th January, 1989. 

Dear Sir, 

PROPOSED TREE WORKS 
' DORNOCH CATHEDRAL (CONSERVATION AREA) 

I refer to the site meeting at the Cathedral last year attended by my colleague 
Mr Patton in respect of the above. 

I ~as grateful for the opportunity to discuss the future management of the trees 
within the Cathedral and greatly _welcome the Court's obvious desire to undertake 
any necessary works in a judicious manner. As you are aware, the Cathedral lies 
within the Dornoch Conservation Area and certain procedures are required to be 
met in respect of tree works. I will cover this aspect later. 

I would confirm the points discussed as follows. The enclosed map shows the 
location of the various aspects discussed. 

1. Location A (West door to South door) 

I have no objection in principle to remedial works (crown lifting and thinning) 
being undertaken on these boundary trees. Previous lopping wor <s have not 
been wholly satisfactory and the proposals would give an opportt1nity for 
these to be rectified to a degree. I would envisage limited works only so as 
not to take away from individual crown form and dominance. It is obviously 
important to achieve continuity between the trees. 

As discussed, it is very difficult, if not impossible, to identify or detail the 
work prior to commencement. It is largely dependent on the contractor 
viewing the works as they proceed. 

2. Location B (West door to North door) 

I 

Again, I would offer no objection in principle to the limited lifting and 
thinning of the crowns of these trees. 

Your remarks on the density of the tree line when in leaf is appreciated. 
There would certainly be benefit, in terms of respacing the line and 
exhibiting individual tree form, in removing two of the trees. Obviously 
consultation would be required with interested parties over such a proposal 

~ 1v.~,__, 
~i:)~I 

:1~,., k"' 
~v~ · 

~,~~A 
~ 



2 

3. Location C (South door) 

I would suggest that perhaps the Hornbeam ('Fastigiata' vari€'ty) may outgrow 
their location adjacent to the gateway. Their replacement with one of the 
smaller growing and colourful Sorbus varieties may wish to be considered. 
would suggest 'Joseph Rock' or commixta. 

.. 
The hornbeam could be located along the eastward running bouncfary margiri. 

4. Location D (North door running East along High Street) 

Only o~e tree (a self sown sycamore) ls located within the Cathedral grounds.(, ~?£_.,_ J 

This tree is located hard up against the boundary wall and will be subject to ~~ 'hJ~7/) 
root pressure. I would recommend that this tree be removed at this time to fru~ '5 
avoid damage to the wall. · . ~;.__h4, 

I also recall a sycamore sapling adjacent to a nearby headstone which would 
also be better removed. 

As you will recall I am anxious to secure replacement planting along the 
High Street to augment the existing street planting. I have written to the 
Divisional Roads Engineer to enquire in to the feasibility of a planting 
scheme and, if so, if he would be able to contribute towards 1:he cost. It is 
likely that this Department would also be able to contribute towards any 
scheme. Would your Court be interested in contributing towards the purchase 
of the trees? I would envisage the planting of five trees (see map for location) 
at a purchase cost of say £25 each. The earliest a scheme could be undertaken 
would be by the end of this year. I would be pleased to discuss this proposal 
further with you. 

5. Location E (Monument area) 

I have written to the District Council to advise them of your comments on the 
growth of some of the trees taking away from the views of the Cathedral from 
the south. While I have no objection in principle to works being carried out on 
the mature trees, it is fair to say that the visual gain will not be significantly 
improved. 

I will inform you of the District Council's response when received. 

I to k 
y '2Av, . .:rv-e~( , 

As I have indicated there are procedures to be followed covering tree works (including 
lopping and pruning) within a conservation area. Any person wishing to carry out tree 
works is required to give six weeks written notification of their proposals to the 

,. Planning Authority. Any notification will be considered with any necessary consultations 
being undertaken before replying. As I have already had an opportunity to view the 
site I would hope to be in a position to respond relatively quickly. A point of 

,· consideration is that previous tree works within the town have attracted the keen 
interest and on occasion, the concern of the local community. I would obviously 
wish for adequate consultation to be undertaken with the community interests, 
particularly with 2. above. 
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I look forward to hearing from you in due course. If you wish to discuss any 
aspect further please do not hesitate to contact Mr Patton at the above 
extension number. While your colleague from the Forestry Commission is 
prepared to undertake and/or supervise certain works you may wif;h to employ 
a specialist arboriculturalit contactor also. I would be pleased to advise of 
suitable persons. It is obviously very important that a high degree of 
workmanship is employed. .. 
Finally, I wish to apologise for the dealy in response and apologise for anx 
inconvenience caused to your Court. 

.. . 
Yours faithfully, 

Qi rector • 

• 
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