
, MIDDLETON, Jou", EAaL oP MlDDLKTO~.-Thlt man, although neither 
: good nor great, demands, like the Duke of Lauderdale, 11 place in Scottteh 
: biogmphy, in consequence of the pemlciouat influence he exerclaed upon Scot-.· 

tlsh events, und the destinies of better men thnn himself'. He wna tho eldest · 
: son of John 1-liddleton, of Caldhame, in the county of Kincardine, the descend- , 
· ant of nn ancient Scottish family, that derived · lta name from the lands of · " 
. Middleton, in the same county, which had been a donation to the founder of : 
. the race by the "gracious Duncau." John, the future earl, like many of tho 
nobly-descended, but scantily-endowed young Scots of thia period, appeart to 

. have devoted himself to the profession of arma, and "trailed a ptke" in Hep. 
bum's regiment during the Huguenot wart in France. Returning from t~t . _ 
country during the civil wars of his own, he took service in the parliamentary j _· ~ 
army of England, and, in 16-12, commanded a troop of horse, ,vith the rank of f 

_ lieutenant-general, under Sir William ,vailer. After this he returned to Scot- L 
land, and obtained a command, first under Montrose, while atill t1 Covenanter, and r· 
afterwards under Genera.I Lesley; and with the former of these he saw hot service ! · 
at the Ilridge of Dee, and J1ad a considerable share In the dP.feat of the Gordons, F; 
who wer~ in_ arms for the king. \Vhen the ~Iarquis of Montrose abandoned the ! . 
ranks of the Covenanters for the senice of the king, be afterwards found in I. 
~liddleton one of his most determined opponents; and for this, indeed, according r 
to all Scottish reckoning, there was but t.oo good a cause, for his f'ather bad been f 
shot by the soldiers of the marquis in 1645, while sitting· peacefully in his hall ~
in the mansion of Cnldluune. :Middleton soon obtained both revenge and honour, 
for he greatly contributed, aa Lesley's lieutenant-general, to the defeat of ?tiontrose 
at Philiphaugh, on the 13th September, during the same year; 1\nd so highly 
were his services valued on this occasion, that the Scottish parliament voted 
him n gift of ~,000 marks. When the formi<luble marquis raised a fresh armv . ' 
and rene\\·ed the war, Middleton WM aent against him as commander of the 
Covenanters; and so well did he acquit himself in thi1 charge, that he raiseJ the 
Biege of Inverness, and pressed so vigorously upon l\fontrose as to compel him, 
in July, 1G-!G, to sign n capitulation, by which he Agr-eed to leave the kingdom, 
on condition of nn indemnity being granted to his followers. 

The ch11nge of poJiticul events now threw Middleton into a new course or 
nction, and prepared him for that lire of apostasy sud perseclltion by which he 
was afterwards signalized. The Scottiah parliament, that had done so much 

263 



1
1::J~i';~;."J~c-~k:.;J,~ii.!~it~~;~~;i~::~f i~1i·~i;'~w~::~~4?;Jf;. 
1:i.~~· ·to ·in.t~ee·.·~ he.n .. th•(Ufe'. ~f :cbaftei•. I~,:~ .:m•~~,·~d,:. t~.~~::-~P~~~•/·~Jte1·~ . 
1:,:i:~:di::;~:ir:1!~~tn1~eu~:hclJYst:i~!tf1.:tt~~~ii!:~::.t! I • 
!)J><>,mted · ·major-g~neral of . ~he: cavalry~ . But ,\Y~iiie .. . the ;.4.rmy .. ,f.~• tn :tt,1e::~~~1 -t L~ .being ~mbled for tbe1r march, tldinga ardvcd at .. ~~-quarters ,: of ... ~ , £0':~I · 
lmtdable muster of not leu lb.an 2000foot and 600 ho.n, ·at ?t!auchline, -com~ , . 
r ~osed of ·malconte~ta hostile _u, th~ movem:eot In ·behalf ~f r~yalty~ ·and; .. 
1, resolved to oppose 1t, upon wJuch Middleton wn.s detached \\'1th 11x troop• of; 
!;horse ·to break up the meeting • . If; however, we are to believe \V .:>drow, who ; 1· · 
i had his account from some of the parties t!ngagetl in it, . thit gathering 01i ; : · 
( Mauchline n1oor was nothing more formidable than a sacramental m.eetiilg of ' f ·. 
; the peasantry, who were not only few in 11un1ber~, but peaceable, nnd entirely : 1 , 

l unanned. Still, following the royalist accounts, which afterwards obtained . /-· 
the ascendency, Middleton charged and routed this army with his wonted : ! . 
courage and success; but, in turning again to the simple covenanting story, it: 1 , 
appears that he had agreed to permit the people to depart peaceably, nnd that, i.· 

I 

, while they were doing eo, hard words had passed between them nnd the soldiers, \ . . 
] nnd that the latter, in consequence, had driven them off the moor with unne-
1 cessary bloodshed. After this, ?tlidJleton accompanied the expedition into · 
i·England, and was present at the battle of Preston (August 17, 1648), but, 
i' being wounded, and his horse shot under him. he was taken prisoner, nnd sent 
: .to Newcastle, from which, however, he contrived to make his escape. Next .,.. 
: year he appeared in the Highlands nt the head of a body of royalists; uut his. ;: . 
1 

1·ising in favour of the royal cause was as unseasonable os that of ~Iontrose at f 
i the same period, nnd wn.s attended with the same unto"·ard 1·esult; for, in lG50, : ·~. 
: his h1llldful of troops were dispersed by Colonel Strachan. It is probable that :_. 
• the arrival of Charles II. from Breda, and the necessity for mustering every 
.: good sword in his csuse, allowed ~liddleton to escape the fote of !\fontrose, and 
: even ca.used his trespass to be overlooked. His restless spirit, however, and 
, .. . rash zeal for royalty, soon involved him in fresh difficulty, so thati in the con
. spiracy which was form.ed to detach the young king from the Co\'enunters, and 
• invest him with unlimited rule, in defiance not only of Scotland, but EnglanJ 
.'to boot, ~liddleton was to ussume the command of the emancipnting army in 
: the Highlands, and wage the war of absolutism in the true )lontrose fashion. 
:·It is well known how this blundering scheme was strangled in the outset, when 
I Charles o.nd his compeers were pursued and led back to head -quarters like run
away schoolboys. Although :\lid<lleton, on this occasion, escaped the civil ._ 
penalties of the trespusst in consequence of a gener,\l indemnity, he did not ,1 
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~ :.~ · ·~, ·-\~~Oia-:.·cen·•urea::: ot:~th,·/a(µrc1f\·t;• '. '3v.h.~~/~ecife~<Jttt.iw~·. ~exeoniin:itittc,.wi;r ··,: 
, ,:; .... , ·. --~ ·:, . : . a· . . • . · . . . . . . . . : . ·, .. · ,- :: •;,,. .-.• ,•. , . . -~ - f ._.. ·,·:.·· .· .. . , , :-, ... , ,· ·.,, ·.:, . ).- · (·',. ,• , . , . :. '• , , : ., ,; ': .. ,·:•; ", )); j ,. 

·_ (the<JU:y/·J'ames:Gutru-1&:-·~xemitln '/ the :sent·enc, to·/tliat:eft"ect .. :Jrfthe.>chifrcffof -:· .. ·.· . · ' . . ', , .. ' , ,,' ,. , ' .· . .. . . '• . , .. .. . ; , ',., .. .. .· : ,.-. . ; ; , • ' ' ' , .. , ·. . , · . ' .. . _, ... ·.- . . ,.-, •. •·,. : 

· :$Ui-Ung. ·.: :This·: aentence -~- aoon:')·elax~/··~~fil~l~~~to1i_ :nt'Yer- ,-"a(terwa~ ·.' 
·.' lorgaYe· ·_It/ l)urlng_ the'Jame·:year(~ 6111 ) ll~ ~a~~~d ,\Vlth t,he . Sco.~tish '·toy,alJ.,.:( j'FID1 into England-. arid _.beh~ved g-allantly, .~t_:the:battle of.\V~rces_t~,. w~°i•J
.1 thl) ehlef resistance .w .. , ·atmbuted t_o··:lti~ ~ol. d e~argea· and peneve1·ing eftorii'H· 
'but here he•~ severely wounded, .. taken prisoner; and sent to the 1'ower·i>.f. l.,. 

·, London. A, he was foo dangerous an enemy- to be·· ,pared, his erid nO\V seemed\ ' 
certain, more especially as he had· held : a commission iri the parliamentari4.1i \ 1 

. army, so that Cromwell resolved to proceed · against him as a traitor; but here ;: 
'. -~Iiddle~on 's usual good luck pre-veiled,. for he 1nnnaged to . escape from prisont·: 
( and even 'to· find con~ealment for. eome time in London · it.elf; notwithstanding :.: 1 

l _the vigilant espiona~ \\'hich ihe Protector hnd established over the metropolis.:. ·:·: 
( At length he ·reached Paris, where Charles II. res_ided, and by whom he was <; l eent to Scotland, in 1653, to attempt a divel'Sion in his favour at the head of : l 
1th& Scottish royalists in the Highlands. Bat ~tonk, who exercised a watchful · f 
! rule over Scotland, attacked and routed him at Lochgeary, on the 26th of July, :_ 1 
./ 1054, and :Middleton, after vainly lingering and shifting a few months longer , i 
·1·' In the country, escaped in the following year to Cologne, where Charles at that _ f 
· time resided, and with whom he reµ1ained in exile till the Restoration. _ .· l 
} Hitherto the career of :Middleton had been that of an unscrupulous nnd sue~ 
i c_essful ~ldier of fortune, veering ~ith the_ ·changing wind, and adapting, or at : 
peast trying to adapt, every mutation to his own advancement. Ile was not,.: 
t therefore, slow to avail himself of the advantages which the Restoration pro- .. 
miscd, more especially to those who had. amused the king in his exile, as well , · 

· a,s fought for ·him in the field. Accordingly, in 1660, he was created Earl of • · 
J Middleton, and Lord Clermont and Fettereaim; appointed commander-in-chief ; 
! of the forC;es in Scotland, governor of Edinburgh castle, and royal commissi.oner 
! to the Scottish parliament. Perhaps it WM not without o. deep purpose on the 
! part of the king, or the counsellors by whom he was directed, that such a man 
j as ftfiJdleton should have been thus invested with almost unlimited power over 
j his nat i \'e country. "The commissioner, the Earl of Middleton," says \Vodrow, 
l with his usual s!1rewdne~; "his fier~e and ~iolent te1~per, agTeeable enough . 
1 to a camp, and his education, made him no improper instrument to overa,te 
l Scotland, and bring us down from any sense of liberty and privi lege, unto a , 

!
pliant submission to arbitr,ny designs, absolute aupremacy nnd prerogative • 

. And this was the more easily a-ccomplished, that this nation, now for ten years, 
i had been under the feet of the English nrmy, and very n1uch inured to sub
~ jection: • Let ?\Iicl<lleton, too, rule as despotically as he might, there was no lack 
~ 
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'11t;:~~~'.:14~li~1i~~'.~~~~ii;~11I~~z;~; ;.~~;1tilr~'~: 
· ~tir ctvu_;:\ff,i '·a·i-he .. · enmitorf6t :S®tt1ab.tuob1•:::aiia,ijj114meii'hac1 .... .. , .. t.iinW- ·:' 
. ·tip~·· :,vll()!e' ftii~hce,· \V!te; .i~~tea·r~ '.t~~ief ;i~c:~t~·~-:: ·b,it 'whC>ff_;~'hi~ . 
}: ro, .p.iell3ure.· undv·.tbo ·oewablteot·thtDgi,·~ .. :c,nl,ftiie m·ore k~n,:m·ico#set . 
!· queoee· of"tb~_ir former · ~bstioence, and ·who · "'ere· ready, ro·~ pay and· .. phinde_t,·l 
f t(FMeond. the· commtuioner; ·· 1et ' him Tlola.te . the law,:. u : he' pleased. · 'l'hese· i 
,:nien "·ere little likely' to care, :either for Preabyterlalilam: or patrlo.tlsn1., m·ore / l e!(>f'cially when it interposed,agninat their career or unlimited lnd~Jgence. It : l 

: wns .out or such wretched element.a, too, that the Scottish parliament was J 

1 cbieflJ constituted~men wh~ hated alike the strictness of' the national church, , 
i·nnd the rebuking: lives of its faithful n1iniaters, nnd \Vere therefore ready, in I 
!, their official and collective :character, to pass laws for the coercion of the former f 
: ifnd persecution of the latter, without examination or scruple. Such was the . l 
l omino\ts state of unhappy Scotland when Charles II., one of the worst and I 
j most depraved of its royal house of the Stuarts, ascended the British throne~ f 
1 As Mhldleton wns no politician, his first proceedings went in soldier fashion i- . 

i to the mark, whic·h ·was the suppression of Presbyterianism, and the overthrow j • 
; of e~erytl1ing th?t op~osed .the absolute rule of his master. This was apP.,ar~nt · -1· 

\ in l11s first openmg ot parliament, upon the 1st of January, lGGl, an op,en1ng . : 
(nccornpanied with an amount of pomp and splendour to which Scotland had·Iong · I 
; been unaccuston1ed . . 'fhe deed was prefaced by the appointment of ministers, I; 
· not by the General Assembly, as heretofore, to preach during the eittings of f . 
. parliament, but by the .king's advocate; who selected men that W<Hild prophesy.}; :_ .. 
: .smoothly; and, accordingly, their sermons were l~houre<l contlemnationa of:-~: 
·. solei~n leagues, nat~o1_ial c?venants,. and rebellion, nnd eulogiums on _1,,assive, f . 

obedience and the dn·ine right of krngs. Then came the oath of parliament; , 
modelled in new fashion upon the English oath of supremncy, and so wor<lecl J .· 

. that it acknowledge<l the king to be "only supreme govetll(,r of tlii~ kingdom, .{ .· 
ov~r all person~, a~d in all causes(" th~s making hin~ not o.nly n supreme civil, J. , 
b·ut also eccles1a.st1cal power. tlo this the oath ot allegrnnc-c succeeded, l,y i ·_ 
which the subject was boun-d to acknowledge the supre·me power of the king } : 
in all matters civil and religious, nnd making it high treason to deny it. In i. ·. 
th!s way they ~s?'blished. the kingly p_ower ~n its fullest Iat_itU.<le, nnd could_ i . 
bring every ,-ehg1ous assembly that might displease t.hen1 w1thm a ch11rge ot J 

. 4 

-high treason. But this process of rescindiilg the established or<lcr of things { ' 
·piece by piece, and the necessity of devising cunning pretexts for 80 doing, and :f> 

clothing each enactment in words that had either n double meaning, or n deeper 
·meaning than met the ear, was too slow for such impatient legislators, :ind they 
·resolved to end such a war of skirmishes at once by a d~cisiv-e onslaught. 
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1
~ 

"f\ .. ~.tr~::f~· \~x~f:•:;::~~---->? ·.: . . , .,•::f t/~-· -~.- ·'. .:-.~·-~/f'.._\t~;l:i ~::~~~> : ~ ._.. <~--~:-: ~.~:.- :,:.--"-- ~~\:~··_\'-: .. }:t-~::~~;,~-~-J~J.,;·;· :·,.·~~;r\\f i ... · YI · ·: : : ·(·: ~ · ._: · :~~~:! ~•:'~(;~:v;-.~ti~ · 
;fti,;r.i,':1:. ··;::..- -v:~.;._~ -~:...., ,-1·~.-<~ -.-•:- ,:·•· : _ _. w· · · -~:-_. · ~:~:,-,;:.;,_-._,~-ii.·:: .. :..-·w- ··:-:.; ~1··,·:.t.:!,·::;;.A_·. --.:c):•·t~<~;.,, ... liij· .. .- .. _.,..~~-,,-: .. :,. ·i,~t~·-,,· .. ;, .. '·d· ijfl::'_ .- -:-::-:-~· -._.-.,,.t1_--:, ·a~\ ·. · 
,, 1~.- iMI\~ j · .. ·, .V ., .__ .. . . . A-' -' 1· ;"-· nfll~8 ft 1\¥-lt . 
.J , ,"' •• ~~.,,..• ... 'f/ _ ,, ',W :j , •,, - ~ ~ :, • · . ,· 'J.,:. ~~ ,, n :,,_,.,.~ ·. ~ . . . ., 

!,!~J¼iil1@1~Ar-liit th•~f ltil'~~ta' ~~fA:iJi;ft~1aiiiJ, •~ '/~ut1,at)tac1,i#:n4;ll~ · 
'\ ~~~ '~ -p.eriod ·-t°'y, ¢lgmatt.i1'd: • -:-~ tro4bl~:"-u poti the·_epeci_ous· -b~.t-·co~~ · 
:·) ~~te~t.:.~· ·1Utro~~noit~:·:;the':-~6j'.furio~ ~ cfolk -~.r~ ·all, re ballw~a,0

-and .. deelare._d: P.#: _ 
· j ~ij -.-maJ~.Y: ~ld .. Uie. cto~•· -~•-_tmlntd.h1tel,:Jro~ :<loci 4h~igh ty· alohe. •.: .·: ~ : 
j '#~:-.·the. ·faxii@a,. .. ~ .:-~tber ; mQlt · 111r~~·;_pf :.·~ ': ~~-f · .. ~e.u·ures . that : .h~··•v~: · 

.· ,;~elgt,a.ll~d•_·par~e~ p~rh•P-9,.- :alnc_a_, th,·.day~·or9:dt,n~~--a lllo~~ :-~t~a~~-\ . 
·; act/' ·says Burnet., '•·am1--only·fit to be con~J,uded after. e drtiuken _bout ... ·A~d. 
; that (t WU passtd uncur . SOQ)e itteb ihspiration, he . makes but ' too prQbable, l 
. from hia occount of Middleton And his compeers. "Uis wny of living," he / 
i tells ns, "wa, ihe most splendid the nation had ever e~en; but it wai like\vlse i 
: the most 1ciindaJous; for vices of all ~rts were the open practices of those · about i 
; him. Drinking was the most notorious of a1l, which was often conth1ued i 
• through the whole night to the next morning; and many disorders happeriirig i -· 

. ; atter those irregular heats, the people, who had neve_r before that time seen ; 
· '. anything like it, came· to look with ao ill eye on everything that was done by i 
. ; such a set of lewd and ,·icious mtn." Such were now the legislators of Scot- ·; 

:· j land, and such the trim in which they repaired to their placts in parliament. ! 
.; As for the all-sweeping measu-re commonly called the '' Act H.ecissory ," which i 
,; was proposed half in jeat, as something that the jaded mem hers n1ight n1nke ; 
~ themselve1 merry withal, but pnssetl in e-nrntl·t after a single rending, it still ; 
i 1·emains ttnrepealed in our statute book, as if to astound all posterity with tho ; 
; humbling fact, that wise, cautious, deliberative Scotland had once, during lier : 
I , 

; national existence, been actually ruled by a senate of bedlamite!l. · 
l Tt~ese wild specimens of legislation were soon to produce most disastrous fruits. 
1 And first in the list of victims was the ]tfnrquis of Argyle, whu1n 1'lid<lleton · 
l • - . 
t hated, nnd whose rich estates he coveted, and who was seut down from Lon~ · 
!- don to stand trial for high treason before · this Scottish parliament, with the 
\ commissioner at its head. The proceedings of such a tribunal coul<l Le neither 
J slow nor doubtful; and, in the same year, the man1uis perished on the sc.,ffvld. 
j .Another victim, not to ~lid<lleton's cupidity, but his revenge, a18o beho\•ed to 
l be sacrificed; and he, too, perished, only five days after, upon the same s~l\ffold . 
] 1'his was James Guthrie, minister of Stirling, who, in IG50, had pronounc~d 

1
1 the ~entence of excommu~ication upon the earl, and who was. now condemned 

to die the death of a traltor under those new laws from which no man could 
t be sa~e. Having thu~ gratified. hia resentm~r:.t, Aliddlet~n now turned his 
f nttention more exclusively to l11s personal interests, which he resolved to 
,i further by fine and confiscation; and, accordingly, in the second sitting of par
J liament, held in JOGZ, a list was drawn out of those who were to be excepted 
.I; 
< 
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;: ~!~~,~:;-~ Jt~r.

1
:~,iJ~~lt'";~)!~:::~ r~rtt:@~~~P.t~::~~\ti:-!,~~~lt 

_,; :'"t-ti·d· ·-·--·-ri.-t.:..i{ -and(,,aatti"~ ·. -d·Jta: full·>beneftt:•ln~·;14.1,::~mcn~ticeJl11AJ-;:o,<tUti:~ 
' c:t,#/4~'1~-~l.-~/i! :ifJ£~,•tiatii!c>~lfll~:t.f.t~'iJi• ~itft:~f ~\;ij,~ j 
.· :~-.-.,--~~-.: · ·.;·,ct·'.m--'.or d~--•i-~ bec1··-uc1-me1uded ·•ven:·i,.r-el h'ii ~u?ld'1:-no&-li:J:~: 
--! :~~~;.a~uemen; ·tilirit~s!., a~.t ·•othffl.. "~~>' w~•~:· wJca1Juiate'J, \t'~4~~~! 
! t::::~~ :~1int.'t~d:;~~:::ho;;::~~::i:·•t~t1~r:~e;n!a!~!~~1f J; 
:j-tub,'.:not: :Engl,i_al_l: ~~i~e! and._ tlierero~ IC&J'Cely • tenth_ .of the ;ua_ual sterllriit-::I .. 
i am-aunt; but the 1mpos1t1on of sueh a tine upon so poor _a country, unplied tb-.; :'
! infliction oF auch deatit~tion nnd auiferiog, as to render it one of the heavles::t : -
; :of national calamities. . In this dee~ it WU also alati!d, u that the f\nes therci ... : : 
'.imposed wen· to be given for the relier ·ot the king'• good subjects who !.-w( 
; suffered in the -Iate troubles/' while Middleton resolYed that these "good ~u~~ ;: 
i jects." should mean no othen than hi-mselt and hit de.pendent.. Little . wu.·; _ 
J he aware that this harvest of iniquity, which he so diligently sowed, he was ( 
i n·ot destined to reap: the fi·nes, indeed, were afterward, levied to the f uU, but :: 
j only to pass into other coffers than his own; even 1:i1 in war, the wretched cam·p~ I 

' i followers, who have kept at a ·wary distance during the battle, rt lh down upon : 
l the spoil while the conquerors are securing the victory. · 
j _ But wilder, baser, and more mischievous, if possible,. than this purpose of , -
) wholesale spoliation, was his tour to the west for the establishment of Episcopacy. '._ f 
; He knew that this WM bis master,e prevailing wish; and therefore, although , 1 

\: ol'iginally himself a Covenanter, and an honoured ·one, he now seconded the royal : I 
l cresire with all the zeal of a place-ln~nter, and all the-rancour of a renegade. ~(: I 
i favourable opportunity 1 as he thought, l1ad now occurred. Althougb the Pres~ : __ 

l>yt·erian church conrta had been o.rbitr,uily closed as illegal meetings, the pul- · . 
pits were atill open; and it was indignantly :complained of by the newly-made: 

; Scottish bishops, that these recusant ministers, who were thus permitted the 
j free exercise of their office, would neither recognize the authority of their dio-
1 cesans, nor give nttcndance at the ep~opal court-meetings. 1'liddleton, accord~ · 
1 ingly, designed a justiciary progress for the purpose of enforcing the authority 
' of tlu~ bishops; and as the we&t of Scotland was the stronghold of recusancy, 
· he resolved to make Glasgow his head-quarters. And never, perhaps, went such 
·. n troop of mortal men upon so sacred B commission; it was a procession of 

, : Silenus And his bacchanals, of Com us and his rabble rout. On :Middleton's · 
•-en·ivnl in Glasgow with bi:J motley array of senators anJ councillors, Archbishop 
Fairfoul l'(;peated his complaints of the refusal of these Presbyterian divines to 
acknowledge his authority, and proposed that an act should Le passed banishing 
nll those ministers from their manses, parishes, and districts, who had been 
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, .. , .... . .. ·.• · . , ·· •.,.,-.1 .. . , .... , · ... , · . . .. ·· . · · .. _. . . 1 . , · .. .... · .· ... • .. .... , ·.· • .. :~ .... . ·. ' •.·: I .l 

:~lr.:livii{ .•\b ·.~uaLA-· .·eom ·~ 'Ilwaf·:a aia~r:decm···w.Juch .- "· ' .. l bu '; t / ; .. , .. ·-·· . . P. .. · 7, ~·. · .. I · . ... . P . .. .. ·. . .. . . . ·- - "· ... _,,. .... • .... , .. ·. ~ , .. _.t ' . , 
~#i'11:: wo.uld ha~:piwed; : bu~.aat,a:Dum~'ti'~: Duk,· _Hamilton.to~4 _me.- thet 1.t ./ 
t; · I · • . . ' . . . . . . . • . ' . . . . . ., ' . ' . . . ' . ' . ., I J 
~ere· rul_ io dtupk. th~t ·day, that they were ·-,i~t ~pable of considering' anything ! C.; 
'buit ·~~uilald befo·t~'them,. and would l1ear'of nothh,g but'executing the law, i L: 
.,viihout any relenting or ~elay~" · Thia impetuous .haste ,\'a9 fully shO\Yn 'by i-~;: 
'the·fnct, that though the enactment waa proclaimed on the 4th of October(IG02}, ! } . · 

Jhe 1st of November was .specified as the · l~t <lay of gracP, beyond which nil 'J ·; 
submission would be fruitle~thus nllowing thei1· victims little 1nore than three·::; · 
-~eeks for deliberation upon B step in which their all was ut stake. 'fhe n.a- : f · · 
_tional stubbornness of' Scotland, even in the absence of a better · 1notive, would · f 
have fired at ~uch an insult, and confronted it with n dogged resistance; but ·; 
what was to be expected when conscience, and principle, and every high and · ~ 
hQly inducement were called into full exercise? The answer was given on the · .;. 
1st of November, when nearly four hundred ministers, with their families, for- .~ 

·, 
_sook their homes, and abandoned all except their trust in Goel, and hope of a -~ · 
life to come. Ia it strange thaf after this Episcopacy coul<l take no root iu :; 
Scotland, or that Presbyterianism should be endeared to her people not only -~ 

· ns the best of creeds, but the most patriotic of national distinctions? ·). :_ 
I 

In this way the Earl of ?tliddleton showed his utter unfitness whether for > 
ch·il or reli~ious government. Ile hnd nwoke n spirit of resistance in Scotland ·· 
·:which abler men thnn himself could not allay, nnd utterly damaged the pur- ·~ · i' 
poses of his master by the means with which he hoped to a,lvance them. But ·; 1· 

retribution was at hand, and it was to be imLit ter.e,l tenfold hy coming from n · ·i 
sovereign whom he had so unscrupulously served, nnu through the mnchinations · 1 
of a rivul whose overthrow he planned, and hoped soon to ncc0mplisl1. Although ~ 
he had ruled "every inch a king," it was with n sore m isgi vi ng that lie hn<l n · ~ 
·" viceroy over ham" in the person of the Eu], afterwards D11 ke of Lau<lcrdale, } 
:who, 118 secretary for Scotland, had, when he pleased t-0 exercise it, the chief >1 ! 

influence at court in the direction of Scottish nffoi rs. ~I idd let on wa:, cager to ' { 
remove this unwelcome associate, before whom his spirit stool1 re bu ke<l ; hut ':i : 
.in the struggle t_hat followed between these un~crupulot~s_ri,·al:'. t~1e hlun<l~ring~ ] 

1 

pot-headed sold1e1· was no match for the lenrned 011<l wily pol1t1c:1an . On find- ~ 
Jng that his credit with the king wns failing, lrn repnired to LurHl<ln in IGG3, l / 
.hoping by his presence to recover the royal favour: but, on his univnl nt court, :,:i 
J1e was sever~ly a'!cuse<l by Lauderdale of mismnnng-cmen t in the government 
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1fW.t~Ic!:~0.tfiii<l~?tf Jf~iY:~apq:'.?tHi~l-''i.'lj.,ji':':iiiY~ii~>:u~h~~il:tl•~nt>:Ji·~:. i-.:.:,ci/hi~a'.? f~, 
'. /·', t,.~,._..,i.:'-, •··': ···•;:--- :,. · . .'-.,· .,,-. :;~ --.. ,,.·_;·, ·. ·.;.- •. ,. •': ... :··., ~-~-.. · :•: .~t.;c·:,-~ · ,:.-··· . :: . q ·: • '· · •<., ._. .- ,t . •.' ·. •~ · , · . . · : ·•· .-. . '.' ·' .· ·' , ·· ~.•f• 

;·, "Jlil~:~~~14::~~t;;~~intf :•~~:~~~;~: -~~~t::r,t~(~~:~(ih~~/ lir~:_: ~~~-~:n 'sol,,liet/ ~ri:4.::t:~.l~~ t -1,~~ l&llql"lll'f ~f; I~-~ ~nd 1I1. Joryn.s;. f d thnt n(l ' lie , h11~, done "'.~' deslgn!ld.f ?~f: 
l-h~•--J.1lnj~y~a·gefy1ct, 1111d·\tho est~hhsbmc·nt ·of tl1e· royal ·nnthor1ty. _ 'fhl• ~h: 
-: ·riiol9gy, 'altb-Ough ·.o ~oun:'.Jless-in .its e_x~cm_t;·_ fare<l· as·it·· generally cloes ·f_n'.:, aij~;il~ 
.j:,critiW::.e~eqJ~Dcie:a, .. and: l1ts_:·deposttion .nn'd. disgrrtee followed, nit hough ltoht;,l 

-:, <=Iar.endon, ~~rtbe, ~g}_bh bishops _interposed ln. his ~>e~u1lf. · _ • .• ·. . , ._·:,->,>) 
\.i · Arter havrng been thus . blighted, the earl retired 111to obscurity, hving_for:· 
1 t~at pu-rpose at' a ma.n_sion called the Friary, near Guilufoi·d, wl1ich helongid to !·. 
i ~ -Scottish gentleman nanied. Dalmahoy, who had n10rrieJ the ·widow of th~( : 
i Duke of Hamilton; and . to requite the kindness of. his host, the enrt built ~1._·: : 
· forge and handsome briJgo across the river that flowed through the estate, ,\"J1ich :. 
: \\'as called after bis own · name," ~liddleton Bridge." At length the govern- : .· 
; ment of the fort of Tangier in Africa having become vacnnt hy the dt11,ith of: · 
. Lord Rutherford~ this poor appointment was bestowed upon J\lici,lleton, to requite, : :, 
! as_ was alleged, his services in establishing Episcopacy in Scotlan<l, but in renlity, : 
1 as was gen~rally thought, to remo..-e him from the court and country by a so1·t . · 
-

1

\ of honourable banishment. To Tangie~ he accordJ.n~Jy ~epaired, wl~e~ hls ~fe :: , 
· was soon brought to an abrupt and miserable termination. In fa.tlrng down··· 
i stairs, he broke his arm, a11d at the next tumble the broken bone was driven: 
f into his si<le, inflicting a mortal wound, of which he soon after expired. A:·
! report hnd been current in Scotland, that in his better days, when he subscribed . 

1 the co~eni:.,t, he had declared to the gentlen1en p1·esent that this was the hap• 
J piest day he had e\·er seen; and holding up his tight arm, he wished to God • 
l thct that might be his death if ever he did anything against the blessed work· 
\ to which he had thus pledged himself. ~len trembled at the recollection when 
'. tidings of his tragic end arrived from Tangier. This event occurred in 1673. 
· He was succeeded iu the earldom hy his only son, Charles, second earl of · . 

:Middleton. 
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