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SUTHERLAND is a Covnfg in which the Prel—u'sfof,'c Populqh'on f’"’é"’l’l’j far ovtnumbered curyent /7,9“@5, ﬁ,nr a copnt F te myiad
hut civeles, alone,, would seem to substontiofe the theory of the ambient temperature and weother of those dlays being Considerobly Larmer;

and move clement than i is foday , fo be able fo support So lavge an agticulfural population . Rogressively more modern houses do veflect both
on incteasing grosp of Constyuckon fechnique — and the need for enhanced shelter and warmth, with the deferiorofing wesher pattern.
The thirk; or fovrty foot hut eiveles with their vulnerable high, and velafively vast voofing areas *eodily gave way fo the Viking-inspived long-
hovses wilh much lower ond narroser voofs, built end-on fo the prevailing wind, ot recessed info the hill-sides for shelfet,indicated achve
adaffaﬂon fo an increasingly stormy elimate . In their furn , the wall lengths — lacking the mechanical stabilily of the eivele —dlemanded
heavier and morve solid construction, fo be seen in the transition flom the lighter, largely fuyf-called building o the heavy ohng-stone
welled eonstruction, as an inevitable response.. There lacks archaological evidence of ony fovm of inteumediavy stage of avehiteetuval
de\}e(opmenf between the Neolithic hvt eivcle and the Viking long-house : an extremely long space of time. Initially, the lack of fools,
and Teehnology for sfone-dvessing vendered the early gfone long-hevse a rather amorphovs affait, with yYounded ends from the lack of
SQuove-cut blocks, and the need o utilise the stone mote or less the way i was foond : while the turf gave way fo a hearhing of smaller,
tough, binding sfones and elay as proofing fo wind and weather. Windows, when they came, were small and wooden-shutlered , as light
was prized Jess than wavmth, ond glass panes were not yet ausiloble . “Roofs were thatehed with heather, ot other loeally available matesidl,
pinned down with divots of twrf, and Yoped fo weighting stones fo withstand the wind. A eentrol heatth exhausted smoke thvough a certral
hole in the 1oof, and the P ef\/ad{ng sootiness and grime may have given vise fo the ferp " Black Hovse" Such housing cwas skill oecupiect
until within this cenfiery, in the vemoter, and island regions, and Miss Grant, in hey "Highland Follc Lays”(196]) has delineated such builelings
and Theis evolution, de I:'ghw‘/ull y, and from chence — as well o9 from elsewhere — the /'nspim{:'an fer the exhibited pen sketfches has been devived,



RHIAN ¢ A Ceoft-house of probably some 300 yeats sfonding , m the valleg of the Evelx River, in East Suthetland, is a
diserefe dwelling set m ifs own /’.‘eld-s«jsw‘em , with ifs own corn-a'wthj kiln o hundved yavds ot so fvom the house. It is of inferest i that,
while of dvy-stone conghvuction, with elay heavhing , it epifomises the ulilisation of more modern clvessed-stone vevtical wolls, wiih vighl-angled comers
Using interloeking covner bloeks , and so moy be loken as a further transition stage between ifs lavgely turf-called progeniter and the cement-and
~Stone consfruetion oF its eurven eownferpa#. Tts genevic ?redeeessofs were the Sloping-coalled, ;q'jﬁf-angled cornesed, dvq-sfone houses oF
, and dhe vound-ended version, of similay constivuction , there being no hevel ancl fast dewavication 1h the evelutron of
the Highland Coff-house, though the centval anel east Highlands fended fo ankeipafe move modern eonstruckion earlies, being less vemote from

the clvibsing mfluence of ade with the Continent, cnd were consiclerabley less bleak. One wouldl, l‘loweuu) have ferded to epuate the use of

Miss Gronts illustration

dvessed stone, m assceiation with veetilineal construction with such coneurvent advances as, passibls, veeessed fiveplaces ond intramural
Stone-lived cl‘t’mnegs , but Rhian higk/ig/ﬂ‘s a definde phase in Highland house developmert where the voof freatment laggee behind the

C!ddane:'ng cq/mbi/z?lc'es af more Modefn Wasens ; or was simplg a molles o/’ economey ? Agm’n——/ﬁefe ave ne Traces o/ yoof erucks.



RHIAN.

Croft,on the south bank of the River Evelix, where Creich Rurish marches with the Pavish of Dornoch.
O.5. Sheet QI. 1:50 000 Sevies , Grid Ref: 708.934,
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A dry-stone building, with vight-angled cotners, hearted wib clag. The main, central building has an ovt-hause abutting onfo bothends by simple bott-jurction

Cangl‘y'uc'ﬁbn, with no &lfewl@ifdf«'ng sfonecsotk ) Jugges'f.'ng ‘fheg wete of lofer congtruetion. Both ovthovses ave s/oping awoay , 511.941‘/:5’ from the main bui/d/ng , the esstern
one having an inferconnecting doorun, while that ot the west end is disetele . Sovth-facing, there ave no north windews or entvonces . There ate no cbvios Toof-etucks,

and 10 signe of a wall-fireplace, ot chimney. There ie much decay of oll walls, with move massive collapse in Hvo places, of the innev wall| and espreially ot

the enfrances and windows. The stone-totk of the main house is excellent.: that of the out-hovses of more yough eonstruction .

o
M
_Pfe.p/":.

Sketch by:— 9“({#,:‘;',;?4



el T
e

M [@ael: “The Genfle S'lope",].

[7hoto: ST1R. 87/1/320-33]

The front foeade of the Croft : Rhian. |
The view is from The Sovth-east, loolking fowards Achormlavie | which
A erolt is seen wm the dislance, Together with the new Fovestyy vood snaking

! over the Mlls fowands Loch Buidhe.
f . The four hz'ghesf peaks of masonvy wdicale the four comenrs af the main
hevse . The west endl byve (s seen gloping Towavde fhe left sidle of The
fhof‘oamfh , with a glimpee o/ the Fvelix Towsesr behind . Towavds tre
P ﬂM side of the [chf«,ue , The east Ayre, o+ extencion of the main hovse
is seen cleseencling among fhe Yeeds To ifs navvower cast gable.
Despite the massive eoflapee of the front of The buileling, especioliy
obout the main enfrance,cwd windlowss, a smell (/&"x .‘?0")0»;“/4‘.:,
Complete with te nfel vemains (I‘???) , and an jdea of the excellence
of the evaflsmanship of the old stone-masons:is appavent.



PHIAN - The Anterior CorNers.

[Photo: STTR.: 87/1/33a-34].

The sovth-eas] (Front) corner of the main building block, faken from the
South-east, showing the vight-angled cormer construction  oviginally neatly
blocked, but the.victim of fhe rovages of eollopse. The butf-join of the eostern
byre To the oviginal house, e extensive collapse sf Ye fYout well, fogelher wifh the
 peav-intzef vemaing of a small [ll: "% RD'Jwim/m,cm/»(o fe wity linfel are seen.

[Photo: SITR.: 8[1]34a-35.].
The souh-wedt ( ﬁoﬁ*) cotner of The main bullding block  from e eouth-west | showing
detail of the exeellen! masonvy.work, the vectilinesl eonstruction wih right-angled
eriness, and the butl-juncion of the west byre well - pow practieally a heap of
vubble . Tf must approach 200yesls ov prove, of clvy-sfone constryetion wilh eley
heartina.and is o mopument fo #he buildina-cralf of is dact.



RuiaN - Tae Mamw Housc .

‘ [’Phofo :STTR.: 8%/1]38n3¢]

Viewed -f‘rom the South-weel cornes of the main house bloek, Aehvaich farm
steading is visible on the exireme left, with the River Evelix hugging the shovldes
of the hill in the micdle distance . Outstanding s the inleveomneeting doorway

between the main house anel e east byle o) extension . Mt James Bell is inspecting
a gap in fhe well | prohably a collapse artifoctas if is foo narrows fo a walleupboordl.

[?ﬁofo: S.JTR.: 8?’///36;9. ]
This View fowavds the east end of the main house block was falken shonding ontp
of ”1(’ narﬂ\—wesf colnes wheve 2‘)‘4’. lua// Seems ‘)Lobe l'm‘acf and sﬁawinj ik 14// /'eigllf‘.
The wavd bulging anol col{apse o,[ fio novrth (bac/c) wa//l l'oje/her with the massive
Collapse of the front facade, and) the erisp eonstyuekion of the deov-way into the eost
byre , or extension are wel displayed.



THE ARCHITECTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE SCOTTISH

CrorTer COTTAGE.

The entire valley of the Evelix River, from its Sovvce in Loch Laro, in the hills behind, and north of Bonar,
hag been heavily seffled with primitive agrieultural Paces down fo the more modetn small fatmers and erofting
folk , ftem Bronze and Iron Age fimes, and examples of mest types of house ‘construction from the pre-historic Hot-
citcle through fo the modetn Cement-and-stone builf, slate-yoofed eoffage may be found, together with Several interesting
and well-preserved examples of mote modern @orn-drying kilns, making the enfire catehment avea of he Evelix Roer

on open-air museum of crofting and pre-histoyic avchitecture.

Rhian was probably inhabifed within the current hundred- year span, and has been laken os a good example
OF Phase T eroft-house construction; a Teview of the c/eue/of»men{: of design since the Vekings NMroduced fAe"[ong—
House" avchiteetural CDnccPt after the withdvawal af the (/ZOManS,\' is ouflined w the Pen—drau:hgs’ below. Many of the
f’amilz'es of these old Crof%:hg Ccoffages S[Jr‘ead ‘I%faugf)ouf the walley are traceable in the (841 Census retumns fov the Gunty
of Sutherland.

These litfle pen-dw'awings have been based upon Miss L.F Gyants Highland Folk Ways fl%l), and ofher sources ,and
wbﬂe desc.'ru',oﬂbns df fhe oldes ones fend fo Vary on certain Fo:'n‘fs, fr‘om Source To Sovtee hisforicol dneedalle réemans

almost the only evidence fo base ony C'oneepf o/«' constryetion upon -



HUT CIQCLE'

Dronze A 92 - Jyem Fge ard
op to the Viking [avasion.
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South- Easl facing

Foondation ~ of Stones ciad bovlolevs. enanee.

walls. — d)q-sfvn? /- tuvves.

Roof . — Faur contval poles earvied o Squave wooden frame from which yoftes poles vodiated
anel vede set mlo the walls. The whole cas thathed with whatover malorial coces

avsilable ; heather : yeeds : bracker : wallle — (nlerlacod with saphiigs apdd tome.

Centval stone-Fg, o flat steve heavth | with sguese bole 11 the voof fo let

orplie eseape.

Heafing —



Prase T - ﬁve"Lob-/G Houst (Viking /n/‘/uencex_
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Walls — 0/76”/ and Shres. Often recessed into a hillside - Rovnded comers.

Roof — introduction of standard voof-free and yoflen paliein - probadl Uy fie-beams -
though of udely $Aa/>ed bouq/w and fhatched with ang avadleble malegial -
b(sua{uj heather and divets of fudf. lm{c,{mg usually voped and weighed chn
wdk I\?auj r.ilp,ug

Heafin@ —  Centpal efone- ,[Iaq o Flad sfore }leafﬂl with hole in He voof — The fisst 3’/«/( fém;



M — Dressed Stone Intredveed.

—_—

The infroduction of w‘ouylw{,j« dyvessed stone meant both an etonomy o
the use of that material and fhe emerqence of fhe »ight-angled comes . The
wolls temained sloping for both strength and stability of the piled stones

and weie heavted wil clag . Windows, however empivical, had avvived : These
mere. wvoden- shuWerecl vents m fhe aefls, ag 9/4:; was not /e{—auq//a‘/e,

Tﬁe L’ommuna/ hnase-cam—égfe beyanfc see ﬁe Jq{\gjz//on o/ 5:451’5
from man, ito on outhouse, or extension byre, pavittioned off, anel usuelly
at a lower level for dvaiage pwposes, though shill eommanicoting with
fhe main buslding So as net 1o lsose yalvable aninal srarmbh.

Bare-earlh flosors with o central f/ogs’mel slate & sandstone_ heavli
belos 2 eentral hole in the Thatched wof aidesl smolce d/'spe/&z/-



Punse I[I The Verkical-Walled ’Bu}lalmg,

\p )

W —.’.(_':'{J{-.- B 77\ A
1 11 AR,

?aof :is still thateh , using heatker oy offer /am//y auarloble matenal ,

ond wifk o central chimneq-hole. The Hhateh was Secaved by
ﬂ/abs 0/ Olmed ?eqf o dl't/afs 0/( fuf,[, I,,-,,“,{ o ﬂfed clown .

Wells :  ave chy-slone, buf using dvessed eomer shmes , and we have
the completely reetilinea/ building ~ but without gabled ends.
ﬂ'e LDO’LS D,[ the walls uSed /argelq unolressed , 0 1ou’ﬁlj dvessed
stones, ond coudses wsere maintaived i So fur as He maleplal allwed.
Doots and :

bots ant ave all a nealer (: t, and so mote clvavght- ?fw/' . On'ginally
the windpws would be Shulfered ) 'Mou" ﬂe_c( would be
-fe,;/aced , ‘fm, with gwall 7/45; panes.



PrpgE TN — Stoneand kime-built Cotloge.
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Here we have the eatly too-voomed Coffage, constvueted of dlvessed sfone anel
lime-movtat, gabled ancl with gable ehimneys . The yoof vemains of-thatch on
standavel ‘l’:'mbemg , ancl heafing was by foo yecessed Ffe/tloees with stene-
lined flues within fle geble-ends, aed cpen chimney-fops.

The fizst “But-and-Ben' Seots Gllage, of e:'yHeen{/\ century vinfoge, and yefewed
fo 69 Gvont as the "T-'y-sl'c(e"(b#oge. Trete was o ‘il:'ﬂq-vbom wilh a bedvoom
off i, with wfermal wall Paviitioning . Many wese as rawow as their 0"7-'.
stone precleeessots , but from this point onwavds, broades and highes building
foole Place. ,



TPunse N — The Madepn Slote-vooed (otfage.

) m— ] —

A slone-and-mortor boilt cottage with slete roof (oceesionally m]nfd ivon) .
Tn adelition o hoo vooms, Hhe front-cloot Now opened wto o parrow Tween-veom
- 8pace vsed for horging ov'deot clothes, poisonal belonj;ngs,sadaof grain, Seed
of coflle food . Tn wiony cases an oulside Porth wos added whick enhanced
Uf’peav'ar\c'(s ond gqave f,v/ @ warmes, less alrau’Hg houvse.
Chimney pm‘s now cappecl the ehimney heads.



House Typica. of Enstepn —
Ao CENTRAL HicvLANDS. /—’/\’ '

Fogged addidion >

Couples.
Sehematie eross-secton oF howse fo show ogfr}lmal).

wall anel voof rafter (Gupies) conetruction.

e

Token from - GRANT.) |.F : Highland ol Ways . 16! : Ch.vm pp hl-io6 -
“The Homes of Pesple " .



House typical of Fastorm and Contg| Highlands .
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Hiakano Cormaes, ’
[M @Rﬁﬂf-, LF. . H’ﬂ’lhw’ Folk Ways : hagl. Chw 1y al-16c :Mm‘q’/’lifl/(j

Detalls of eonstruetion.
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E’«shfeenﬂ fenfa:«j"’[:tg Gide' (etiage.

Sv{’GVf"'ﬂdlllj wesenbled the lafe Dalvsadic coﬁ(a?( wilh Square encls omo! 'l‘v‘itnqkjl{ 144/% Boclt mone ov less 1t marks.
Marty thatrhed — bt ofku claked
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South- Westewn fype of house :

Deladl of chiuney.

,—/asluuhq o

Mull Type of house:—

Mao'{afdﬂmeg ot of house





