With the reeent passing ef Miss Kathleen lyen, me® enly has
Derneeh lest its mest elderly resident, But a last link with ene
of Sutherland's eldest & mest respected families hus 2een severed,.

An enly ehild, Miss Lyen was deorn in New Zealand in 1885, but
returned te live in this ceuntry when she was seven years old,
Fer a time she & her parents spent their winters in lenden (where
she had vividi memories of seeing Queen Vieteria drive By, & aulse
of watehing the Queen's funeral preeessien), and their summers
with her maternmal grandmether, Mrs, Dugald Gilehrist ef Oapisdale,

Sutherland.

The Ospisdale estate had been purchased By an earlier Dugald
Gilehrist, prineipal faeter of the Sutherland estate, frem Rebert
Gray, isQ., of Airdens in 1765; the heuse was old & Tull of
treasures, & it was there that her great leve of her mether's
native gounty grew, and her interest in the landseape & wildlife
of Sutherland became a censuming passien whish remained with her
until the end ef her life,

Seon after the turn of the eentury the lLyens decided teo remain
at Ospisdale threugheut the year, & apart frem econtinuing her
edueatioen at Cheltenham ladies Cellege & a twe-year apell in
Paris studying art, Kathlean remained in the Nerth until abeut
1989, Mrs, Gilehrist had died seme years previeusly and the
Great War of 1914-18 breught many changes,... Kathleen made a
valiant effert te keep the eastate together By raising pigs,
reeping hees & deoing maueh of the garden werk herselr, bul

eventually she was ferced te give up the wunequal struggle, and
the place was aseld,

The famidy then remeved te Nerth Wales where her father had
eonnections; Yoth her parents died within a few years, & at the
suthreak of the seecond War this redeubtable lady, altheugh by
this time in her fifties, was able te undertake seme kind eof
war work, a priviledge she felt hed been denied te her in the
previeus war, se she enlisted in the 4,T.,S, & finally became a
reeraiting sergeant in Wrexham,

Severe illness eurtailed her military eareer, dut happily she
recevered teo spend several mere years in that part ef the werld,
where she werked diligently fer the Red Cress, as well as
develeping her skills as gardener, water-celourist & aruh§3.1.‘1st.

Her heart, hewever, was always in Sutherland, & she came kack here
for geod seme 30 years age, & lived in Derneech, where the slender
eld lady, invariably accempanied by her little white terrier,

seon became a kenspeekle Tigure,



Ineidentally, Trixie, the terrier, survivea nnvil a few
menths age, having achieved the great age of 18 years.... they
were indeed a remarkable pair,

These orf us who were lueky enoeugh te ceunt Kathleen as a
Iriena will leng remember her rer her courage, her inaependence
& her great interest, whieh was semehew infeetieus, in all
things which were ela or net se eld, previaed that they were
werthwhile, ohe was & link net enly with the last ceentury, bub
with the previeus ene she teek pleasure in telling people hew
she, as an inrent, haa eeen held in the arms eI an ©0ld man whe,
when HE was a kabe in arms, hua Been present at the exeeution
ol Queen lMarie Anteinetté in 1799 - what & span of histery!

The funeral serviee was conaucted oy the Rev, James Simpsen
in Derneech Cathedral & was attended by her enly ceusin, lirs,
Peter Barelay ef lLittle Dunham lodge, Kings Lynn, Nerfeik, &

many leeal rrienas,



