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Thrilling jail break
by ladder and rope

A COLLECTION of
documents relating to
Dornoch, which was made
a Royal Burgh in 1628 by
King Charles I, is held

at the Highland Archive
Centre and includes town
council minutes from

1729 onwards, abstracts of

hours until a fine was paid.
Then there was John Ross
of Claggan, who was found
guilty of sheep stealing and
exiled for 14 years!

Other crimes include
deforcement of sheriff
officers, uttering (using)
base coin, and theft of

accounts, assessment roles turnips.
and electoral registers. One Adam Mackay
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: St TR Dornoch’s historic town square wlth its formar town jail, now taken over by retail
are the Dornoch Jail Books was acquitted after trial
H’OIn th.e 9 1815 under a charge which

and lists of prisoners, dating
from 1814-1840.
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in Inverness for murder
in 1817 on the score of

included “wilful fire-raising,

Infamous Sutherland Estates factor
Patrick Sellar appeared in 1815 under
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In the earlier of the two
volumes, a list of prisoners

The criminal prisoners’
list opens with one Robert

“maniac” A note from
January 1818 records:

A note next to the entry
records his liberation by

oppression’ for having set fire to the
house of a tinker in Rosal, Strathnaver.
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