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One cannot help regretting the ruinous state of the
0ld house at Skelbo Uastle, the only building in the
county to give some 1dea of what better-class houses
in Sutherland were like in the(z::h and 18th Centurfga.
Or Simpson, whose report on Skelbo Castle is quoted
by Dr Bentinek in his book, 'Dornoch Cathedral and

Wil

Yarish', described the house as ' a dignified examplg of the

‘latest development of Scottish baronial archetecture,

when the castellated features,such as corbelled turrets
were being dronped.f4\Pennant, who visited Skelbo in
1769, deseribed it as " a great pile of buildincs
surrounded by a rampart. The .present house is still
habitable," This(ing remark must refer to the old

by that time,
house,as the castle 1tself was no longer inhabited

ovlidk

Even in the thirties of this century the walls

and most of the roof of the house were sgtill intact,.
Now, the roof has fallenithe west gable is partly down,
and the east gable is cracked and looks as if a2 few

more winter storms might bring it down too.

At ground level ,two large rooms have a
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Sutherlands
of Duffus.

Murray Rose.1650)

Serls Pewnait-
Padjmr -

Sutherland of Duffus at first adhered to the Covenant,

but later,he$ went to Holland and joined Charles IT

in exile. JHe returned to Scotland with King Charles

who ralsed him to the peerage as Lord Duffus ( 8th December

He was made governer of Perth for the King
but was compelled to surrender it to Cromeell by whom

o
he was fined £1500 as an Act of Yrace.

The second Lord Duffus was extravagant and heavily
in debt. In a quarrel with one of his creditors,Ross
of Kindeace,he ran him through the body. He had to
fly the country but he afterwards obtained a pardon
and returned. Kenneth,third Lord Duffus ,served as an
officer in the Navy. He joined the Jacaébite rising

of 1715, was taken prisoner and confined in the Towerj

ﬁis title was attainted and the estates were sequestrated.

On his release,he went to Russia and rose to Flag rank
in the Russian Navy. The sequestrated estates were
admintstoréjky a factor appointed by the government,
ut they were so heavily in debt that the

by the creditors and by the Earl of Sutherland asloyal

Superior
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and by the Earl of Sutherland as the Loyal Superior.

LordDuffus:-died abroad in 1734. His only son,
\

Tric Sutherland,landless and poor,returned to ®Pgotland

L1l »

His elaim to have the title restored was refused, but he
5

wo o

was allowed to -return to Skelbo,whieh ‘he held as s tackess

He married his cousin,Elizabeth Yunbar of Hempriggs, an@

they boought up their family of five children in this

old house. . The title was sccorded them by all their

neighbours who were compassionate for all ‘their mis-

-fortunes. Lord Duffus had man;

cares;he may still

have had hopes of recovering his title,but a Cramp ing

c*

poverty could mnot be overcome. When the

entered Sutherland . in March 1746, ‘he Yeft Skelb

was occupled by Lord Cromartie's foree. iro Pulrossie

he wrote to the Lord fresident Forbes To ask hils advice
/ /

on whether ‘he might come to Iuvernass,ahou;h he could

not hope to be introduced to the. Duke of Cumberland,

. i W ool G 1 g | ] i i g i ]
on account of his father's transgression

ife at Skelbo however,had it8 homely 8ide, as wher

he begged a friend for the'loan of a bird cs
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absence.' In aletter to the BEarl of Sutherland
" £ it

dnted Nov 29th 1759 Lord Yuffus writes f

anient to ¥Yr Lordship to come %o dinner

we shoulda alll be very glad of it. The afternoons

now short but notwithstanding the badness o©

this house Yr Lordship will be sccommodated with

a bed and a friend or two more.' That Lord Duffus

apologies for his house were not due to 18th century

politeness 1s evident from the 1ist of repailrs

made to it some years after this letter was written.

In 1760 Lord Duffus left Skelbo having made over

to the Earl

any rights he still had in the estates
of Sutherland for two payments of £500 each The

S{perscross




