
 

A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE EVENTS LEADING LIP TO 

THE REFORM ACT OF I S32 

I n  1 8 3 2  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  t h r e e  m a i n  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  r e f o r m  a c t s  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  w a s  e n a c t e d ;  a n d  w a s  t h e  c u l mi n a t i o n  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  b a t t l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  
L o r d s  a n d  C o mmo n s ,  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  n e a r e r  t o  a  r e v o l u t i o n  t h a n  
a n y  o t h e r  e v e n t  s i n c e  t h e  C i v i l  W a r  o f  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  

T h e  t w o  l a t e r  A c t s  o f  1 8 6 7  a n d  1 8 8 4  c o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  m o r e  f a r -
r e a c h i n g  i n  t e r m s  o f  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  t o  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r s  o f  m e n  a n d  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  n o w  a c c e p t e d  p r i n c i p l e  o f  a  v o t e  b y  " r i g h t  o f  b e i n g "  r a t t i e r  
t h a n  o f  p r o p e r t y  o r  w e a l t h ;  b u t  t h e  I 8 3 2  A c t  w a s  f a r  mo r e  i mp o r t a n t ,  i n  t h a t  i t  
b r e a c h e d  t h e  f o u r  c e n t u r i e s  o l d  c o n t r o l  o f  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  s e a t s  i n  t h e  
C o mmo n s  b y  a  v e r y  f e w ,  ma i n l y  t i t l e d ,  l a n d o w n e r s .  

T h i s  c o n t r o l  g a v e  r i s e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  t o  i n c r e a s i n g l y  m o r e  
v o c i f e r o u s  t a l k  o f  r e f o r m  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  e q u a l i t y ,  w h i c h  w o u l d ,  v e r y  p r o b a b l y ,  
h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  s o me t h i n g  a t  l e a s t  a k i n  t o  t h e  1 8 3 2  A c t ,  s o me  3 0  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ;  
b u t  f o r  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  F r a n c e  s t a r t i n g  i n  1 7 8 9  a n d  c u l mi n a t i n g  i n  t h e  g u i l l o t i n i n g  
o f  t h e  K i n g .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  a b o u t  o n e  i n  f i v e  o f  a l l  E u r o p e a n s  w e r e  F r e n c h ,  
ma k i n g  h e r  b y  f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  a n d  g i v i n g  a  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  
o u t s i d e  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  v a s t  s o c i a l  c h a n g e s  w i t h i n  h e r  b o r d e r s .  T h e  r a p i d  
p r o g r e s s i o n  f r o m a b s o l u t e  t o  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  mo n a r c h y ,  t o  a b o l i t i o n  a n d  a t  l e a s t  
t h e o r e t i c a l  e q u a l i t y  f o r  a l l ,  m u s t  h a v e  h a d  a  s h a t t e r i n g  e f f e c t  o n  e v e r y o n e  i n  
E u r o p e  f r o m  p e a s a n t s  t o  K i n g s .  T h i s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  " o r d e r  o f  t h i n g s "  
w a s  n o t  a f t e r  a l l  G o d  g i v e n  a n d  u n c h a n g i n g ,  mu s t  h a v e  b e e n  d i s t u r b i n g  a n d  v e r y  
l a r g e l y  u n w e l c o m e  t o  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y ,  w h o  w e r e  a t  l e a s t  s e c u r e  i n  a  k n o w n  
o r d e r ,  a n d  h a d  n e v e r  e v e n  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  r e a l  c h a n g e  c o u l d  o r  w o u l d  h a p p e n .  
I t  i s  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o d a y  t o  t h i n k  o u r s e l v e s  i n t o  t h e  p a r o c h i a l  a n d  
h i e r a r c h i c a l  p a t t e r n  w h i c h  g o v e r n e d  e v e r y o n e  f r o m  b i r t h  t o  d e a t h ;  b u t  a t  l e a s t  
e v e r y o n e  h a d  t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  k n o w i n g  e x a c t l y  w h e r e  t h e y  s t o o d ,  w i t h  o n l y  a  
ve ry  f ew  c ros s ing  the  soc i a l  bounda r i e s .  

F r a n c e  c h a n g e d  a l l  t h a t  a n d  w h i l s t  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  s e e m e d  v e r y  d e s i r a b l e  a t  
f i r s t ,  t h e  c h a o s ,  r e t r i b u t i o n ,  a n d  w a r s  w h i c h  a t t e n d e d  t h e  e a r l y  1 7 9 0 ' s  q u i c k l y  
d e mo n s t r a t e d  t h a t  p e r h a p s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r  w a s n ' t  t o o  b a d  a f t e r  a l l .  

I n  E n g l a n d  t h e  f i r s t  o r g a n i s e d  mo v e me n t  f o r  r e f o r m h a d  a r i s e n  a mo n g  t h e  
Y o r k s h i r e  f r e e h o l d e r s ,  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  W h i g  l a n d o w n e r s ,  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  
a b o l i s h  s o m e  o f  t h e  r o t t e n  b o r o u g h s ,  t h e r e b y ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  
t h e  c o u n t r y  d i s t r i c t s ;  m o r e  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  a  l e s s  c o r r u p t  a n d  m o r e  
e f f i c i e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a n  i n  a n y  s p i r i t  o f  e q u a l i t y  o r  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  t o  s o m e  
d e g r e e ,  c o n t r o l  t h e  p o w e r  o f  G e o r g e  I I I  o v e r  t h e  c o m m o n s .  T h i s  a t t e m p t  w a s  
r a t h e r  f r u s t r a t e d  b y  t h e  T o r y  l e a d e r  P i t t  t h e  Y o u n g e r ,  w h o  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e t t e r  
g o v e r n me n t  a n d  t r i e d  t o  b u i l d  o n  B u r k e ' s  E c o n o mi c  R e f o r m B i l l  o f  1 7 8 2 ,  w h i c h  
l e s s e n e d  t h e  w o r s t  c o r r u p t i o n  i n  p a r l i a m e n t ;  b y  i n t r o d u c i n g  a  r a t h e r  t a m e  
R e f o r m B i l l  o f  h i s  o w n .  T h i s  w a s  h o w e v e r  d e f e a t e d .  

T h e  s e c o n d  s p e a r h e a d  f o r  r e f o r m  w a s  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  a g a i n  w a s  n o t  f o r  t h e  
c o m m o n  g o o d ,  b u t  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  g a i n  e l e c t o r a l  p o w e r  a n d  w i t h  e n o u g h  s e a t s  
f o r c e  a  r e l i g i o u s  e q u a l i t y  B i l l  o f  s o m e  s o r t  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o m m o n s .  T h i s  
m o v e m e n t  w a s  m u c h  m o r e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t h a n  t h e  Y o r k s h i r e  f r e e h o l d e r s  a n d  
a l a r m e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  r i o t s  i n  B i r m i n g h a m  a n d  M a n c h e s t e r .  
T h i s  a n t i p a t h y  t o w a r d  r e f o r m i n  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  r i o t e r s  w a s  p a r a l l e l e d  i n  1 7 9 4  
b y  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  d e m a n d i n g  t h a t  a  s h o e m a k e r ,  T h o m a s  H a r d y ,  b e  
c o n d e m n e d  f o r  H i g h  T r e a s o n  b e c a u s e  h e  a d v o c a t e d  " R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Government". 

I t  i s  p e r h a p s  o n e  o f  t h e  t r i u m p h s  o f  t h e  J u r y  s y s t e m  t h a t  t h e  a c q u i t t a l  o f  
H a r d y  a n d  h i s  f e l l o w  a c c u s e d  c o u l d  w e l l  h a v e  s a v e d  B r i t a i n  f r o m s o me t h i n g  o n  
t h e  F r e n c h  p a t t e r n  i n  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  a n t i  -  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  w o u l d  p e r h a p s  h a v e  f o u n d  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s t o m a c h  t h e  " p o l i t i c a l "  
c o n v i c t i o n  a n d  h a n g i n g  o f  me n  w h o  o n l y  a s k e d  f o r  a  s a y  i n  g o v e r n me n t .  

T h e  r e l i e f  a t  t h i s  t e m p e r e d  p u b l i c  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  g r a d u a l  
s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  me e t i n g s  a n d  P i t t s  C o mb i n a t i o n  A c t s  b a n n i n g  t r a d e  u n i o n s .  
T h e  w a r  w i t h  F r a n c e  a n d  i t s '  a t t e n d a n t  s p i r i t  o f  p a t r i o t i s m  p r o v i d e d  t h e  e x c u s e  
f o r  t h e s e  r e p r e s s i v e  me a s u r e s ,  mo s t  o f  w h i c h  l a s t e d  u n t i l  1 8 2 3 ;  l i k e  r a t i o n i n g  i n  
t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s ;  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  h a d  e n d e d .  

T h e  e c h o e s  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  r e v o l u t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  u p r i s i n g s  i n  G r e e c e  a g a i n s t  
t h e  T u r k s  a n d  i n  S o u t h  A me r i c a  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  I b e r i a n  ma s t e r s ;  i n v o l v e d  B r i t a i n  
t o  a  m u c h  g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  i n  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  t h a n  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  t h i s  
s i d i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  m o v e m e n t s  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  m o d i f i e d  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  m a n y  
s e n i o r  f i g u r e s  t o w a r d s  r e f o r m a t  h o me .  

B e f o r e  1 8 3 2  t h e r e  w a s  n o  u n i f o r mi t y  i n  w h o  h a d  a  v o t e  f o r  p a r l i a me n t a r y  
s e a t s ,  i n d e e d  t h e r e  w e r e  a l m o s t  a s  m a n y  m e t h o d s  o f  e l e c t i n g  a s  t h e r e  w e r e  
s e a t s .  T h e s e  r a n g e d  f r o m  p a y e r s  o f  " S c o t  a n d  L o t " ,  t o  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  t o w n  
c e n t r e  f r e e h o l d s  o r  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  " B u r g e s s e s "  ( s e l f  e l e c t i n g ;  s e l f  p e r p e t u a t i n g  
b o d i e s ) .  A s  b a d  a s  t h e s e  w e r e ,  t h e y  s e e m e d  m o d e l s  o f  d e m o c r a c y  w h e n  
c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  " R o t t e n  B o r o u g h s " ,  w h i c h  w e r e  t h e  s e a t s  o n  w h i c h  m o s t  



 
r e f o r me r s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  T h e  1 8 3 2  A c t  d i s f r a n c h i s e d  mo s t  o f  t h e s e ,  
b u t  s o m e  s e a t s  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  s u r v i v e d  t o  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  t h e  
later Acts. 

T h e  f a c s i m i l e  t e x t  d o e s  n o t  d e t a i l  t h e s e ,  s o  f o r  i n t e r e s t  s a k e  w e  h a v e  
a p p e n d e d  a  l i s t  o f  t h e m .  A n  e x c e l l e n t  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e s e  i s  O l d  S a r u m ,  a  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h o v e l s ,  n e a r  S a l i s b u r y  W i l t s h i r e  w h i c h ,  w i t h  a  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  
( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p a r i s h )  o f  1 4 8  a n d  a  t o t a l  e l e c t o r a t e  o f  7 ;  s e n t  2  m e m b e r s  t o  
parliament. 

I t  i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l l y  d i s f r a n c h i s e d  b o r o u g h s  a l o n g  
w i t h  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  l o s t  o n e  o f  t h e i r  t w o  m e m b e r s ,  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a b o u t  o n e  
q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  s e a t s  i n  t h e  c o mmo n s .  

B y  1 8 3 0  t h e r e  w a s  a  g e n e r a l  m o v e m e n t  t o w a r d s  r e f o r m ,  w h i c h  s e e m s  t o  
have  s temmed f rom many c i rcumstances ;  s t ances ;  a  genera l  depress ion  in  t rade ,  the  
p o o r  l o t  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  n e w  i n d u s t r i a l  t o w n s ,  a n d  t h e  
mi d d l e  c l a s s  a p p r e h e n s i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  a  r e v o l u t i o n ;  a s  h a d  j u s t  o c c u r r e d  
anew in France. 

T h e r e  w a s  g e n e r a l  d i s c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e  T o r y ) ,  p a r t y ,  a n d  t h e  W h i g s  ( L i b e r a l s )  
t o o k  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p l a c e  i t s e l f  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  r e f o r m mo v e me n t  ma i n l y  
i n  t h e  p e r s o n s  o f  L o r d s  G r e y ,  R u s s e l l  a n d  D u r h a m .  B y  t h i s  m e a n s  t h e y  g a i n e d  
t h e  g e n e r a l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  a n d  j u s t  a s  i m p o r t a n t l y  o f  t h e  
D i s s e n t e r s  ( n o n - c h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ) .  I n  t h e  a u t u m n  o f  1 8 3 0  t h e  D u k e  o f  
W e l l i n g t o n  l o s t  m u c h  o f  t h e  T o r y  h i e r a r c h y  t o  a  t e m p o r a r y  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  
W h i g s  b y  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  s y s t e m  c o u l d  n o t  
p o s s i b l y  b e  b e t t e r e d .  I n  N o v e m b e r  t h e  D u k e ' s  g o v e r n m e n t  l o s t  i n  t h e  r e f o r m  
d i v i s i o n  a n d  t h e  Wh i g s  u n d e r  G r e y  f o r me d  t h e  n e w  a d mi n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h u s  e n s u r i n g  
r e f o r m b u t  w i t h  t h e  d e t a i l s  s t i l l  t o  b e  d e c i d e d .  

M a r c h  I S 3 1  s a w  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t o  a b o l i s h ,  a t  o n e  s t r o k e  a l l  o f  t h e  R o t t e n  a n d  
N o mi n a t i o n  B o r o u g h s  a n d  t o  ma k e  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  d e p e n d e n t  u n i v e r s a l l y  o n  a  E 1 0  
p e r  a n n u m  r e n t a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  i n  t h e  B o r o u g h s ,  4 0  s h i l l i n g  
freeholders, E50 value leaseholders and E10 copyholders in the Counties. 

I t  t o o k  f i f t e e n  m o n t h s  o f  t h e  m o s t  c o n c e n t r a t e d  p o l i t i c a l  a g i t a t i o n  i n  
B r i t i s h  h i s t o r y  t o  g e t  t h e  r e f o r m a c c e p t e d  a n d  i n t o  l a w .  

T h e  f i r s t  c r i s i s  c a me  w h e n  a  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  p r o d u c e d  a  p a r l i a me n t  w h i c h  
w o u l d  g i v e  a  1 3 6  m a j o r i t y  o f  m e m b e r s  i n  f a v o u r  r a t h e r  t h a n  p e r h a p s  o n l y  o n e  
b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  T h e  s e c o n d  c a m e  w h e n  t h e  L o r d s  t h r e w  i t  o u t  b y  a  
ma j o r i t y  o f  4 1 ,  l a r g e l y  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  T o r y ' s  c r e a t i o n  o f  n e w  P e e r s  a s  o n e  t h e i r  
l a s t  a c t s  be fo re  l o s ing  power .  

T h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 8 3 1 / 3 2  s a w  g r e a t  e c o n o m i c  h a r d s h i p  a n d  r a m p a n t  c h o l e r a .  
T h e r e  w a s  u n i v e r s a l  a n g e r  a n d  e v e n  r i o t s  a t  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  L o r d s ,  w i t h  f u l l  
r e v o l u t i o n  o r  c i v i l  w a r  s e e m i n g l y  v e r y  c l o s e .  K i n g  W i l l i a m ,  w h o  h a d  s p e n t  a  
l a r g e  p a r t  o f  h i s  l i f e  i n  t h e  n a v y  a n d  h a d  c o me  t o  t h e  t h r o n e  a s  a n  e l d e r l y  ma n  
w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  p e r s u a d e d  b y  G r e y  t o  c r e a t e  f i f t y  n e w  p e e r s  t o  g e t  t h e  B i l l  
t h r o u g h  t h e  L o r d s .  A t  t h e  l a s t  m o m e n t  h e  h e s i t a t e d  t o  d o  t h i s  a n d  t r i e d  t o  g e t  
t h e  T o r i e s  t o  c o m e  b a c k  u n d e r  W e l l i n g t o n .  G r e y  r e s i g n e d  a n d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  l a r g e  t o w n s  t h e  T o r y  m i n i s t e r  P e e l ,  a  m o r e  
r e a l i s t i c  m a n ,  s a w  t h a t  W e l l i n g t o n ' s  r e t u r n  w o u l d  b r i n g  a b o u t  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n  
C i v i l  W a r  g a v e  i n  a n d  G r e y  r e t u r n e d  i n  t r i u mp h  w i t h  t h e  p r o mi s e  t h a t  t h e  L o r d s  
w o u l d  p a s s  t h e  b i l l  w i t h o u t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i f t y  n e w  p e e r s .  

T h e  v i c t o r y  w a s  s e e n  a s  a  m o d e r n  v e r s i o n  o f  M a g n a  C a r t a  a n d  a s  b a d  a s  
t h e  s y s t e m  h a d  b e e n  i n  E n g l a n d  t h e  S c o t t i s h  s e a t s  w h i c h  h a d  a m o u n t e d  t o  
v i r t u a l l y  o n e  h u g e  R o t t e n  B o r o u g h ,  w e r e  t r a n s f o r me d  a t  a  s t r o k e .  

T h e  n e w  E 1 0  f r a n c h i s e  g a v e  a  r e ma r k a b l e  i mp e t u s  t o  p o l i t i c a l  t h o u g h t  a n d  
p a v e d  t h e  w a y  f o r  s u c c e s s i v e  r e f o r m s  e n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  a s  w e  k n o w  i t  
today. 

I t  i s  a  s o b e r i n g  t h o u g h t  t h a t  h a d  W e l l i n g t o n  a n d  P e e l  r e s u m e d  T o r y  
g o v e r n me n t  a t  t h a t  mo me n t ,  i t  c o u l d  o n l y  h a v e  b e e n  e n f o r c e d  b y  t h e  s w o r d .  A l l  
t h e  m a j o r  t o w n s  w o u l d  h a v e  r e s i s t e d ,  l i t e r a l l y  a t  t h e  b a r r i c a d e s  a n d  t h e  a r m y  
c o u l d  o n l y  h a v e  e n f o r c e d  t h e  g o v e r n me n t ' s  w i l l  f o r  a  v e r y  l i m i t e d  p e r i o d .  I t  i s  
d o u b t f u l  i f  t h e  m o n a r c h y  c o u l d  h a v e  s u r v i v e d  s u c h  e v e n t s  a n d  i t  i s  a l m o s t  
c e r t a i n  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  n o w  b e  l i v i n g  i n  s o me  s o r t  o f  R e p u b l i c .  

T h e  a b o v e  i s  o n l y  a  b a r e  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e s e  m o m e n t o u s  e v e n t s ,  s o m e  o f  t h e  
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t ,  t h o u g h  l i t t l e  k n o w n ,  i n  r e c e n t  B r i t i s h  h i s t o r y ;  b u t  f o r  t h o s e  
i n t e r e s t e d  t h e r e  a r e  n u me r o u s  b o o k s  c a r r y i n g  a  f u l l  a c c o u n t .  T w o  v e r y  r e a d a b l e  
o n e s ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  f o u n d  o n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o r  p o l i t i c s  s h e l v e s  o f  s e c o n d - h a n d  
b o o k s h o p s  a r e : -  H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D  B Y  G E O R G E  T R E V E L Y A N  a n d  A  
HISTORY OF ENGLAND by KEITH FELLING. 



TtlE NEW SCOTTISII PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITIJENCIES 

AS SET OIJT I\Y THE REFORM ACT 1832 

GENERA!. 

I'ollrng took placr over two days (rrducrd to o r ~ r  rn tlrr Burghs in 1835). but spread out over a fortnrglrt, 
tlrroc~gl~or~t t l ~ r  I l r i t rs l~ Islrs. Thc ligrlres givrn bc-low lor botlt popirlat~ort a11d clcctorntc r~tr~st bc takrn as 
approxlnratc, and altlrouglr tlrc nurrrbrr of votrrs Irr comparlsorl to tlic populat~on looks, frotrr our rnodrrn 
vrrwpolnt, to br  very low; ~t must br rrgardrd, at 66,000 In total, against thr 4,000 prior to 1832. Thrrc 
must also havc bccn niany mcrr qualifrrtl to vote, who werr rrnawarc of the fact or unwi l l rn~ to pay thc 
reg~stratron/ voting fee. (Thr sliilllng applred throughout the Ur~ t~s l r  Isles.) 

l%LlIlGtlS 

Members of Parlramcnt wrrc elected by rrgrstered electors (an actual reglster was compiled and used lor 
the frrst t~me). I t  cost one str~llrng to rcglstcr and one sh~ l l ~ng  per year thereafter. The broad qualifrcatron 
was occupatron of a house, as e~ther  owner or tenant, of £ 10 per year value. Members were elected by and 
represented a srngle large Uurgti or a group of smaller ones - as below. 

Aberdeen 

1)undcc 

Edinburgh 

Glasgow 

Greenoc k 

Paisley 

Perth 

Lei t l ~  
Musselburgh 
Portobello 

lnverness 
Forres 

U ~ J R G H ( ~ )  MP's POP' ELEC' 

Fortrose 
Nairn 

DURGI{(S) MI"s POI" ELEC' DU[~GII(S) Ml"s POI'' ELEC' 

A Y ~  1 22,626 623 
Campbcl town 
lnvcrary 
lrvine 
Oban 

Dumfries 
Annan 
Kirkcudbright 
Lochmaben 
Sanquhar 

Falkirk 
Airdrie 
Hamilton 
Lanark 
Linlithgow 

Montrose 1 32,857 1,494 
Arbroath 
Brcchin 
For far 
inverbervie 

Stirling 1 37,769 1,182 
Culross 
Dunfermline . 
lnverkei thing 
Queensferry South 

Elgin 1 20,732 777 
Banf f 
Cullen 
lnverury 
Kintore 

Haddington 
Dunbar 

1 17,755 539 1 Peterhead 
Wick 

Kirkcaldy 1 17,083 700 
Burnt island 
Dysart 
Kinghorn 

W~gton 1 8,675 320 
New Galloway 
Stranraer 
Whithorn 

FIGURES FOR POPULATION, 1831 - FOR ELECTORATE, 1832 

COUNTY Mlms POP' ELEC' 

Aberdeenshire 1 177,657 2,450 
Argy llshire 1 101,973 985 
Ayrshire 1 14 5,055 3,197 
Banffshire 1 48,604 560 
Bcrwickshire 1 34,048 1,060 
Butcshire 1 14,151 294 
Cai thness 1 34,529 270 
Clackmannan & Krnross 1 23,801 878 
Dumbartonstrire I 33,2l l 924 
Dumlriesshire 1 73,770 1,170 
Edinburglishirr (M~dlothian) 1 2 19,34 5 1,294 
Elgin & Nairn 1 43,585 662 
F i  fesl~ire 1 128,839 2,186 
For farshirc 1 139,606 1,340 
Haddingtonshire 1 36,145 6 17 

COUNTIES 

Members werc elected as rn the Burghs, but with the one shilling payable at the time of claiming the vote. 
Electors were men in the County but outside any Burgh boundary, as defined in these plans. The 
qualifications werc - I. Having been entitled to a vote before 1832; i.e. tenants of Crown lands of forty 
shillings valuc or £400 'Scotch valued rent'. - 2.0wners and leaseholders of £ 10 yearly value. - 3. Yearly 
tenants of £50 rent or over. - 4. Tenants who had paid £400 or more for their interest in their land. 

Jedburgh 
Lauder 
North Berwick 

Kilmarnock 1 34,382 1,200 
Dumbarton 
Port Glasgow 
Renfrew 
Rutherglen 

COUNTY MP's POP' ELEC' 

Inverness-shire 1 94,797 546 
Kincardineshire 1 31,431 890 
Kirkcudbrightshire 1 40,590 1,045 
Lanarkshire 1 316,819 2,705 
Linlithgowshire 1 23,291 730 
Orknry & Shetland 1 58,239 270 
Peeblesshire 1 10,578 360 
Perthshire 1 142,894 3,134 
Renfrewshire 1 133,443 1,132 
floss & Cromarty 1 74,820 5 16 
Roxburghshire 1 43,663 1,313 
Selkirkshire 1 6,833 280 
Stirlingshire 1 72,621 1,787 
Sutherlandshire 1 25,518 104 
Wigtownshire 1 36,258 86 3 

Cromarty 
Dingwall 
Dornoch 

St Andrews 1 17,697 600 
Anstruther East 
Anstruther West 
CraiI 
Cupar 
Kilrenny 
Pitweern 



 

 
DORNOCH. 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

R E P O R T  o n  t h e  B U R G H  
DORNOCH is the County Town of Sutherland. It is a place of no importance,  
having no Trade or Manufacture, and no Harbour. It has been decreasing for several years 
and its situation does not appear to give any probability of a change 
for the better 

From the Rock called Craig Carnaig, (1) in a straight line to St. 
Michael's Well, (2) close by the Road to the Little Ferry ; thence in a 
straight line to the Boundary point (3)  at  which the Road to the Mound 
of Fleet  leaves the Road to Bonar Bridge; thence in a straight l ine to 
the point (4)  at which the course of the Black Burn joins the Dornoch Firth; 
thence along the Shore of the Dornoch Firth to Craig Carnaig.  

The Country round is quite open, offering few points for choice in fixing the 
Boundary, excepting those mentioned in the Description. They arc of a 
permanent nature ,  and afford suff icient  space within the Limits  for 
any Houses l ikely to be erected. The space included on the South-east is greater 
than would have been taken in,  b u t  f o r  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  o b t a i n i n g  
t h e  S e a  a s  a  B o u n d a r y

* Special Report obtained from George Murray, Surveyor of Taxes 

ASSESSED
TAXES 

Payable from 
the Burgh. 

By Census By Census By Census By Census Parl. Ret. 
1821.  1831. 1821.  1831.  P. 32. 

630 504 137 116 4  9 £ 2 4 . 1 5 . 3
 

special 
Report.' 

House Duty
Returns. 

Population of the Burgh. Number of Houses in 
 the Burgh, 

Number of Houses of L. 10. and 
upwards in the Burgh. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

T A I N .  

ROSS-SHIRE. 

REPORT on  the  BURGH 

TAIN is situated on a bank at a little distance from the Southern Shore of the Firth of 
Dornoch. It has improved of late years, and may be considered in a thriving condition. 
Many new Houses have been built, and a good deal of ground has been feued. It  
possesses a good Academy, which has attracted a number of f ami l i es  to  the  
Town fo r  the  educa t ion  o f  the i r  ch i ld ren  ;  bu t  i t  has  l i t t l e  o r  no  
Manufacture, and the sand bars on the coast deprive it of any advantage it might it 
have derived from its maritime situation. A new entrance into the Town from the 
South is contemplated. 

Population of the Burgh Number of Houses in Number of Houses of L. 10 .  and 
and Parish. the Burgh &- Parish. upwards in the Burgh. ASSESSED 

TAXES 
By Census By Census By Census By Census Parl. Return, House Duty SP 'ecial of the 

1821. 1831. 1821 .  1831 .  1). 62. Returns,, Report. Burgh. 
P. 8 1. 

2,861 3,078 583 665 72 27 52 £191. 19. 0 

FROM St. Mary's Well, (1) on the North-west of the Town, in a straight line 
through the Ravens Well to a point (2) 500 yards beyond the same Boundary. 
Thence in  a straight line, drawn due South-east,  to the Scotsburn Road (3) 
t h e n c e  i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e ,  d r a w n  d u e  E a s t ,  t o  t h e  I n v e r n e s s  R o a d  ( 4 )  thence  
in a straight line drawn due North-east, to the River of Tain (5) ; thence down the 
River of Tain to the point  (6)  at  which the same joins the Sea thence along the 
Sea Shore to St. Mary's Well. 

The Country around Tain is open, and affords few well-defined points for fixing the 
Boundary. The Raven's Well and St. Mary's Well have been adopted, being well known 
objects, and the course of the River Tain has been followed for some distance. The rest 
of the Boundary has been formed by straight lines, in the manner detailed in the 
Description of the Boundaries, leaving within the limits a considerable space for the probable 
extension of the Burgh. 

* Special Report obtained from George Murray, Surveyor of Taxes. 
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PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION SCOTLAND. 

- No. 1. — 
LETTER from Viscount Melbourne to Sir J. H. DaIrymple, Oxenford Castle, 

Edinburgh. 
 

Sir, Home Office, 8th November 1831. 
FROM the time which will now elapse, before the result of the investigation carried
on by the Commission under your superintendence will be required in Order to be
laid before Parliament, His Majesty's Government, after an examination of' several of
the Plans and Reports of the different Commissioners, considers it advisable to take
advantage of the intervening,  t o  h a v e  t h e  w h o l e  reconsidered and revised, for
the purpose of attaining a greater degree of uniformity in the system followed. 
 

Two of the Commissioners will assist you in carrying on the revision; and in
g e n e r a l ,  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  l o c a l  d i v i s i o n s  o r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s
y o u  will assign such Boundaries as the circumstances of each Burgh may seem to
require, making sufficient allowance for the future extension of the Town.   

The Boundary proposed must in every case be so described as to be quite
independent of any  reference to a Plain,  and to be intel l igible to a person
acquainted with or visiting the ground, without the aid of such reference. 

 
The Plans wil l  therefore be required merely to enable the Government or the 

Legislature to judge of the eligibility of the Boundaries proposed. 
 

.   The Description of the Boundary Lines must be made as concise as the circumstances will 
admit; and when not formed by existing objects of a permanent nature, must be so exactly defined 
as not to be likely at any future period to lead to difficult or doubts. 
 

In carrying these Instructions into execution, it may be necessary that some o f
the  Burghs  shou ld  be  r ev i s i t ed  by  the  Commis s ione r s .  You  w i l l ,  t he r e fo re ,
proceed with as little delay as possible, in order that the whole may be ready soon
after the meeting of Parliament. 

The Reports of the Burghs, besides specifying the Population, and Amount of'
Assessed Taxes, with the Number of £10. Tenements, wherever this is easily
attainable, should also give some account of the actual condition and prospects of the
Town; and for this purpose the result of the Census of 1821 and 1831 should both be
stated. 

The information which you are called upon to furnish, being intended in the first
instance for the guidance of Government, it will be expedient that where any doubt exists, which
of two propose Boundaries should be adopted, both should be submitted, that it may
decide which of them should be ultimately preferred. 

Mr William Murray and Captain Pringle are the two Commissioners appointed to be 
joined with you in the execution of this duty. 

I have, &c. 
 (Signed) Melbourne. 

Copy of a LETTER from Lord Viscount Melbourne to Lieutenant General Sir John H 
Dalrymple, Bart. relative to the BURGHS of Scotland; with REPORT from Sir John H 
Dalrymple, Bart., William Murray, Esq., and  Captain J. W. Pringle, R. E, in answer to said 
LETTER. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

— No. 2. — 

REPORT front Lieutenant.-General Sir John H. Dalrymple, Bart., William Murray, Esq., 
a nd Captain J. Pringle., to the Right Honorable Viscount Melbourne, on the PROPOSED 

BOUNDARIES  of the BURGHS of SCOTLAND. 

MY  L O R D ,  

IN obedience to your Lordship's directions, we have proceeded to examine
the Reports of the Commissioners who visited the different. Burghs in Scotland, 
and the relative Plans prepared under their superintendence; and to make such
alterat ions as appeared to us to be expedient.  We can now have the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship the result of that examination for the consideration
of, His Majesty's Government. 
All the Burghs, with only a few exceptions, have been visited twice, some 
of them oftener, and in  every case the Plans and Reports have been carefully 
gone over with the Commissioners who visited them. It has been our endeavour  
to frame the Boundaries of the Towns on correct and uniform principles, as far 
as the circumstances of the different cases would admit. 
 

In reference to your Lordship's instructions not to be "  controlled by local 
Divisions or jurisdictions," it may be observed,  that in Scotland the Elective 
F r a n c h i s e  i n  t h e  B u r g h s  d o e s  n o t  d e p e n d  o n  P r o p e r t y  o r  o t h e r
loca l  c i rcumstances ,  but  i s  regu la ted  so le ly by  cer ta in  anc ient  Char ters  or  
usages, vesting the Right of Election in a few Individuals, who compose a close a n d  s e l f -

e l e c t e d  M a g i s t r a c y .   I t  m a y  b e  a l s o  o b s e r v e d ,  t h a t  t h e  a n c i e n t  
Royalt ies of several  of the Scotch Burghs,  especial ly of the more important
Towns, are of a very limited extent, when compared with the Buildings which 
surround them, and which are now in fact a part of the Towns themselves; and that those of 
some of the other  contain Burghs, are disproportionally large and contain great space 
of open ground.  In following, therefore, your Lordships instructions to  "assign 
 
such Boundaries as the circumstances of each Burgh may seem to require," we  
 
conceived it to be our duty to ascertain what really and fairly ought to form  
 
the Burgh, and to settle its Boundaries upon that principle.  

Proceeding to act on this system, we thought ourselves called upon to con-
sider not merely what constituted the Town itself, but also the nature of the
Populat ion situated in the immediate neighbourhood, but beyond its actual
precincts .  Most of  the larger Towns are surrounded by Vil las ,  or  detached 
Dwellings of that description, occupied chiefly by Persons who either carry on
business in the Town, or who are so intimately connected with it,  in various 
ways,  that  they are ,  in  habi ts  and character ,  an urban rather  than a rura l  
Popula t ion .  In  these  cases  i t  was  thought  expedient  that  the  occupiers  of
such Premises should form part of the Burgh Constituency, and they have 
been accordingly included in the Burgh, wherever it  was found practicable 
wi thout  extending the  Boundary  to  an  unreasonable  s ize .  Upon the  same 
principle ,  Gardens and smal l  port ions of land occupied by the Inhabitants ,  
where they are not situated at too great a distance, have been taken into some
of the smaller Towns. 

The Towns which are to have a separate Representative for themselves are generally i n  a  
f l ou r i sh ing  s t a t e ,  and  have  eve r y  appea r ance  o f  i nc r ea s ing .   Liberal 
l imits have therefore been assigned to them; and in general wherever a Town 
seemed to be thriving, a larger space has been allowed for its probable extension.

On looking at the Reports and Plans, it will be evident, From the very 
great diversity in the circumstances of the different Towns, and the nature of 
the surrounding Country, that it would be impossible to settle their Boundaries 
according to any precise or definite rule applicable to all of them, or even to the
greater number. 



 
Wherever natural or other fixed points of a permanent nature or  not likely to

be removed, such as the Sea Shore, Rivers, Bridges or other considerable
Buildings, could be found, they have been adopted in forming , the Boundaries,
and  in several instances, the limits have been extended or  contracted, in order to
take advantage of  these outlines, when they could be conveniently resorted to. 

 
In the absence of such natural or fixed objects, straight lines have been drawn

between well-marked points which can be ascertained on the ground, and will
form a definite Boundary, which can be easily traced.  The marches of
Parishes seldom offered  themselves in desirable situations; they have, however,
been in some instances employed; those of private properties have been
resorted to only in the cases of entailed Estates. 

A short. Statement is added to each Report, as to the eligibility and perma-
nence of the points or lines used in the Boundary proposed, and reasons are
given for their selection particularly in  those cases where other lines seem, perhaps,
preferable on an inspection of the Plans, but which the nature of the ground rendered it very
difficult or impossible to adopt. 

A brief account is given of the Trade, Manufactures and general circum-
stance, of the different Towns, for the information of His Majesty's Govern-
ment, as to their " actual condition and prospects." 

     Each Report also contains, 

1st .  A Statement of the Populat ion and number of houses taken from the
Census  1 8 2 1  a n d  1 8 3 1 ,  d i s t ingu i sh ing  in  each case ,  whether  the  s ta tement
relates to the Burgh exclusively or to die Burgh and Parish together. 

2nd. A Statement of the number of' dwelling-houses, and other premises within
the Burgh and its suburbs, of the yearly value of £10 and upwards (separate or
attached,)  taken from Returns to  Parl iament in 1830.  

3d..  A similar Statement referring to  the Burgh, taken from the books of
Inhabited house Duty Assessment. None of the above Returns however apply
to the proposed Boundaries of the Burghs, and the Inhabited House Duty.
Assessment comprehends Dwelling Houses only. 

4th.  In some cases, Special Reports have been procured from Magistrates,
Surveyors of  Taxes, Taxes, and  from other sources that could be. relied on,
showing the number of Dwelling-houses and other Premises of the value of £10 a year 
and  upwards  w i th in  the  p roposed  Bounda ry .  We  have  r e a son  to  be l i eve
that the Special Reports have been framed after full inquiry and investigation and
that they are as accurate as could be expected in  the circumstances of each
case. 

5th. The Amount of the Assessed Taxes payable by the different Burghs. 

We have the honour to be, 
Your Lordship's obedient humble Servants, 

John H. Dalrymple 

William Murray 

J. W Pringle. 
         Edinburgh, 

February 1832. 




