
P o i n t s  from t h e  l o n q  h i s t o r y  o f  Ske lbo ,  which l i n k  i t  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  

S c o t l  a n d ,  -Enql and  a n d  Europe,  a s  we1 l a s  w i t h  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  Hiqhl a n d s  and 

S u t h e r l  and .  

1 .  The name o f  S k e l b o  shows t h a t  i t  was a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a r m s t e a d  o f  t h e  e a r l y  

Vik ing  a g e ,  b u i l t  a round  850. 

2. I n  1 2 1 1  Hugo F r e s k y n  gave Skelbo t o  h i s  k insman ,  G i l b e r t  o f  Moray, l a t e r  t o  

become S t .  G i l b e r t .  He made i t  over  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  R i c h a r d  i n  1223 ;  R ichard  

was p r o b a b l y  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  Embo i n  1245 ,  when a  band o f  p i r a t e s  

l a n d e d  a t  L i t t l e  F e r r y .  

3 .  I n  1290 t h e  S c o t t i s h  and E n g l i s h  Commiss ioners  w e r e  a t  S k e l b o ,  t o  meet t h e  

young Queen  o f  S c o t l a n d ,  t h e  Maid o f  Norway, who was  t o  mar ry  t h e  h e i r  t o  t h e  

t h r o n e  o f  E n g l a n d .  I t  was a t  Skel.bo t h a t  t h e y  h e a r d  o f  h e r  d e a t h  i n  Orkney. . 

This  l  i n k  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  bo th  S c o t l a n d  and Eng land  would j u s t i f y  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  

o f  Skel  bo a s  a  N a t i o n a l  Monument. 

4 .  S k e l b o  p l a y e d  a  p a r t  i n  t h e  t r a g i c  s t o r y  o f  Montrose  and  h i s  l a s t  campaign. 

When he  l a n d e d  i n  C a i t h n e s s  i n  1650,  h i s  enemy t h e  E a r l  o f  S u t h e r l a n d  i n s t a l l e d  

g a r r i s o n s  i n  Dunrob in ,  Ske lbo ,  Skibo and Dornoch.  Montrose  was d e f e a t e d  a t  

C a r b i s d a l e  s o o n  a f t e r  t h i s ,  by t h e  men o f  t h e s e  g a r r i s o n s .  

5 .  The S u t h e r l a n d s  o f  Duf fus  a c q u i r e d  S k e l b o  i n  1 5 2 9 ;  t h e y  g a v e  i t  a n o t h e r  c l a i m  

a s  a  N a t i o n a l  Monument. Alexander Duf fus  pJ ayed  a  p a r t  i n  t h e  r i s i n g  o f  

General  M i d d l e t o n  and  t h e  Ear l  o f  G l e n c a i r n ,  on b e h a l  f  o f  C h a r l e s  11 a g a i n s t  

Cromwel l .  I n  1 6 5 4 ,  Middle ton l anded  a t  L i t t l e  F e r r y ,  c l o s e  t o  Ske lbo ,  and 

s t o r e d  a  l a r g e  amount o f  arms and ammunition i n  S k e l b o  C a s t l e .  The r i s i n g  was 

p lanned  i n  and  a r o u n d  Dornoch, b u t  f a i l e d  i n  a  d e f e a t  a t  Dal n a s p i d a l  . A f t e r  

t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n ,  C h a r l e s  11 made A l e x a n d e r - t h e  F i r s t  Lord D u f f u s ,  and 

Middle ton became a  Commissioner. 

6 .  I n  t h e  J a c o b i t e  R i s i n g  o f  1715, t h e  T h i r d  Lord D u f f u s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  Old 

P r e t e n d e r  a n d  a s  a  r e s u l  t ' f o r f e i t e d  h i s  3 a n d s .  He I  e f t  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  

R u s s i a ,  where  he  became a  Commander o f  t h e  Tsar's f o r c e s  i n  Moscow. 

7. I n  1746 ,  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  CuJloden,  SkeJbo was o c c u p i e d  by a  J a c o b i t e  f o r c e  

under  t h e  E a r l  o f  C r o m a r t i e ,  who c a p t u r e d  f o u r  H a n o v e r i a n  s h i p s  f u l l  o f  arms, l y i n g  

a t  Li t t le  F e r r y ,  a f t e r  t h e  Ear l  o f  S u t h e r l a n d  had been  p u t  t o  f l i g h t .  The 

Earl o f  ~ r o m a r t i e  made Skelbo h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w h i l e  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  Cu l loden ,  

b u t  l a t e r  moved t o  Dunrobin.  His f o r c e  s e t  o f f  f o r  t h e  b a t t l e ,  b u t  was 



i n t e r c e p t e d  by Su the r l and  m i l i t i a ,  and p reven ted  f rom r e a c h i n g  Cul loden. T h i s  

absence o f  C r o m a r t i e ' s  men was thought  t o  be d e c i s i v e  i n  t h e  outcome o f  t h e  b a t t l e .  

8. Soon a f t e r  Cul loden,  Lady E l i z a b e t h  Duffus had t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  mother less  

daughter  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  E a r l  o f  Suther land.  She w ro te  a  charming l e t t e r  i n  1747, 

g i v i n g  him news o f  t h e ' c h i l d ' s  progress,  and a f f o r d i n g  us  a  g l impse  o f  t h e  

domest ic l i f e  i n s i d e  t h e  16 th /17 th  c e n t u r y  house w i t h i n  t h e  C a s t l e  wa l l s .  

9. By 3769 t h e  mediaeval  house was l a r g e l y  i n  r u i n s ,  b u t  t h e  house s tood  u n t i l  

r e c e n t  t imes.  SkeJbo passed i n t o  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  t h e  E a r l s  o f  Su ther land  i n  1787; t h e  

t i t l e  o f  t h s  Barony o f  SkeJbo may s t i l l  be h e l d  by t h e  Countess o f  

Su the r l  and. 


